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Sunday Worship
BOTH AT OUR DOWNTOWN CAMPUS
‘BEGINNINGS’ Contemporary Service
9:30am (DT Chapel)

TRADITIONAL Service

Holy Week in Slow-Mo
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BY REV. ANGELA WELLS

This Lent we will be slowing... things...
down... And not just our daily routines
and spiritual disciplines. This year, we
will stretch out our journey through the
last week of Jesus’ life over the entirety
of Lent. Every year we hold services on
Maundy Thursday and Good Friday (this
year included), but the truth is that it’s a
lot to fit in one week and not everyone is
able to attend all of these special services.
The stories of the last week of Jesus’ life
are some of the cornerstones of our faith.
So, this year we will slow down and
stretch out our telling of these stories
so that we can focus on each story
individually, intentionally, and deeply.

March 1– April 12

Schedule
for Lent,
Holy Week
& Easter
PAGE 3

11:00am (DT Sanctuary)

April 12

Easter Services
See pg 3 for full Holy Week schedule.

6am – Sunrise service

with Holy Communion
(DT Front Lawn, Georgia Ave side)

9am – Contemporary

Easter Worship (DT Sanctuary)

11am – Traditional

Easter Worship (DT Sanctuary)

SilverSpringUMC.org
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#ResistHarm

Daylight Saving Time
1 HOUR FORWARD
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LENT + EASTER 2020

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
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Where to find our sermons?
SilverSpringUMC.org/worship/sermons
Watch Sunday mornings on Facebook LIVE

Our Locations
(DT) DOWNTOWN CAMPUS

8900 Georgia Ave., Silver Spring, MD 20910

★ CHURCH OFFICE

MO, TU, TH, FR (10a–3:30p)

(4C) FOUR CORNERS CAMPUS

33 University Blvd. E, Silver Spring, MD 20901

(301) 587-1215

www.SilverSpringUMC.org
@SilverSpringUMC
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In the Details

CALENDAR — ALL ARE WELCOME

BY REV. ANGELA WELLS

“The devil is in the details.” Nowhere does this statement appear
in scripture, and yet it’s not hard to imagine how this became
popular theology.
As we continue to navigate the real estate process in the sale of our Four
Corners campus (4C), that has dragged on longer than any of us would like,
the “details” have proven frustrating at best. As we are holding tight for yet
another General Conference again promising to finally settle our denominational
crisis, the “details” of both process and plan are fraught
with potential—for good and for bad. And as we
navigate situations in our own lives—be it finances or
As we journey
relationships, jobs or health, transitions or stagnations—
through the season
it is easy to get lost in the details.
of Lent and towards
Sometimes we like to think of God as high above the
Easter, we tell the
murkiness of the details, where we’d perhaps rather be.
“Lord, plant my feet on higher ground,” we pray with
story of a God who
the old Christian song. And yet, as we journey through
showed up precisely
the season of Lent and towards Easter, we tell the story
in the details of
of a God who showed up precisely in the details of
human life. God did not just become flesh in theory or
human life.
in abstract, but in the nitty, gritty, sometimes hard parts
of being human—friendship, grief, celebrations, betrayal,
food, uncertainty, family, storms, abandonment, death, love.
So, maybe it is more appropriate to say that God is in the details. Now, this
shift in perspective won’t make the State of Maryland come to an agreement with
our land-use attorney any faster. It won’t make United Methodist polity any less
confusing. It won’t make those test results any more conclusive or that decision
any simpler. But to remember that God is indeed in the details may cause us to
pause and look a little more carefully. And we may just find God showing up
in the smallest, subtlest of ways — even in the frustrating parts of life. For we
recognize that the same God who walked in our human shoes so many years
ago in Jesus of Nazareth, walks with us still.

On a personal note…

LEAD PASTOR
Rev. Angela Wells
* NEW EMAIL * awells@silverspringumcp.org
PASTOR FOR VISITATION &
RECONCILING MINISTRIES
Rev. C. Michele Johns
mjohns@silverspringumc.org
TEACHING DEACON
Rev. Dr. Katherine Brown
kbrown@silverspringumc.org
DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN & FAMILY MINISTRIES
Marie Matthews
mmatthews@silverspringumc.org
DIRECTOR OF DISCIPLESHIP & YOUTH
Jennifer Kidwell
jkidwell@silverspringumc.org
PASTORAL INTERN
Yves Pierre
ypierre@silverspringumcp.org
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
Susan Irwin, Tara Romanus
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC
Mary Ann Willow, mawillow@silverspringumc.org
* NEW * PRAISE BAND DIRECTOR
Mayra McCartney-Muñoz, mayra.munoz10@gmail.com
(SEE PG 5 FOR MORE MUSIC CONTACT INFO)
DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS
Andrew Kirkland, akirkland@silverspringumcp.org
ADMINISTRATOR
Kijana Mayfield, kmayfield@silverspringumcp.org
MESSENGER EDITOR Wendy Hudgins
ONE CHURCH, TWO CAMPUSES
(301) 587-1215
(DT) DOWNTOWN campus
8900 Georgia Ave., Silver Spring, MD 20910
CHURCH OFFICE MO, TU, TH, FR (10a-3:30p)
(4C) FOUR CORNERS campus
33 University Blvd. E, Silver Spring, MD 20901

BLACK
LIVES
MATTER

congregation for the love
and support you have shown
to Kelli and me as we begin
of so many of you who came
to our wedding, the notes
of congratulations, and the
many signs of love have overwhelmed us in the best possible way.

We invite you to visit our website
for more information about:
Online Giving / Church Directory
Our Calendar / Facebook & Twitter
Past Sermons / And more...

www. SilverSpringUMC.org

We remain so very grateful to be a part of this church family.
Thank you! In Christ’s Love, Rev. Angela & Kelli Wells
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Lent

Holy Week
in Slow-Mo
(SEE COVER STORY)

Week of March 1: Lenten small groups
begin studying Entering the Passion
of Jesus by Amy-Jill Levine that will
accompany the Lenten Sermon Series.
See pg 7 to find a small group that fits
your schedule.
March 1: Palm Sunday*
LEGOs Journey Through Holy Week
March 6: Young Adult Game Night at
Jen’s (6-9pm, childcare provided)
March 8: Daylight Saving time

I want to thank the

our marriage. The presence

Lent, Holy Week, Easter & Beyond

follow
us on
social!

March 15: Racial Justice viewing of
the movie, “Harriet”

Holy Week
Worship

May 24: Last day of ‘Growing in Faith’
Sunday School

April 9: Holy Thursday
(7:30pm, DT Chapel)

May 27-29: Annual Conference held in
Baltimore

May 22-25: Annual Church Camping Trip

April 10: Good Friday (12pm, DT Chapel)
& Requiem (7:30pm, DT Sanctuary)

Easter Season
April 12: Three Easter worship services —
• 6am – Sunrise service
with Holy Communion
(DT Front Lawn, Georgia Ave side)
• 7am – Breakfast (DT Chapel Hall)
• 9am – Contemporary
Easter Worship (DT Sanctuary)
• 11am – Traditional
Easter Worship (DT Sanctuary)

Save the Date
May 31: Pentecost Sunday*
June 7: Summer Worship hours begin
(one combined service at 10am)

March 27-29: Confirmation Retreat

April 19: Earth Day Worship;* Youth
Outing to Green Fest

March 28: Church Work Day 9am-1pm

April 25: LGBTQ+ gathering (10am-12pm)

March 29: Last Supper;* All-Church
Meeting 30-minute Denominational
Update (in chapel after both services)

April 26: Silent Auction (10:30am-1pm)

June 22–26: VBS 2020! “Knights of
North Castle: Quest for the King’s Armor”

May 5-15: General Conference (GC)
meets in MN (see pg 12 for details)

June 28: VBS Sunday

April 4: Easter Eggstravaganza (pg 14)

May 17: Confirmation Sunday (11am);
All-Church Meeting about GC after both
worship services; Youth party

April 5: Passion Sunday;* Youth Group
Iron Chef Competition (5-7pm at Jen’s)

June 13: Pride Parade

* indicates that this will take place during both
9:30am and 11am worship service

@SilverSpringUMC
@SS_UMC
(DT) is our Downtown Campus and (4C) is our Four Corners Campus — SEE BACK COVER

SilverSpringUMC.org

4

RACIAL JUSTICE

MUSIC MINISTRIES

Music of Lent & Easter
BY MARIE MATTHEWS

BY MARY ANN WILLOW

Staff representative for food, racial justice, and family & children ministries.
Have questions or ideas?
Please reach out at mmatthews@silverspringumc.org

Please know you are always welcome to join any of our
music groups. If you have any questions, please email me
directly at: mawillow@silverspringumc.org

Join us for “Harriet” The Movie
Join the RJM team for “Harriet,” the movie, which will
be shown on March 15, at 12:15pm. The movie is
based on the thrilling and inspirational life of an iconic
American freedom fighter. “Harriet” tells the extraordinary
tale of Harriet Tubman’s escape from slavery through
the dangerous missions she led to liberate hundreds of
slaves through the Underground Railroad. Her courage,
ingenuity, and tenacity freed hundreds of slaves and
changed the course of history and her transformation
into one of America’s greatest heroes. This movie is rated
PG-13.

Black History Month
We celebrated Black History month through song in
worship, by lifting up African Americans in the inserts in
the worship bulletin, bulletin boards around the church,
providing material to our children in the craft/worship
packs and having Gospel singing at our food pantries.
Our Racial Justice Ministries (RJM) book study was wellattended. We hosted a bystander training on February
16th to equip folks to disrupt harm. These skills are
essential as hate crimes continue to rise. If you missed that
and are interested in learning more, contact Marie.

April 10 — Good Friday, 7:30pm

April 12 — Easter Sunday

Fauré Requiem and Good Friday Liturgy and Prayers
Our SSUMC Choir will be joined by singers from other area choirs
with orchestra, directed by Nancia D’Alimonte who is director of the
NIH Philharmonia. Interested singers please contact Mary Ann Willow
at (301) 424-6523 or mawillow@silverspringumc.org.
FREE ADMISSION. Donations accepted for Shepherd’s Table.

6am – SUNRISE SERVICE Music by the Praise Band
(DT Front Lawn, Georgia Ave side)
9am – CONTEMPORARY Music by the Praise Band
Easter Worship (DT Sanctuary)
11am – TRADITIONAL Choirs, handbells, organ, brass
and instrumental ensembleEaster Worship (DT Sanctuary)

PRAISE BAND NEWS
On January 1, this year, we welcomed Mayra McCartney-Muñoz as our
new Praise Band Director. In December, we celebrated Dan Genua who
faithfully served in this position for three years. Mayra has been attending
SSUMC for two and a half years with her wife, Victoria, and their son Campbell,
and has been playing in the praise band for most of that time. Mayra is passionate about
leading worship through music and is gifted on vocals, keyboard, and guitar. Welcome, Mayra!
CHOIR

Save the Date

For the next 4-week Study beginning
June 7 led by Gladys Baxley at 11:15 a.m.

DIRECTOR + CONTACT INFO

Praise Band

Mayra McCartney-Muñoz (mayramunoz10@gmail.com)

Chancel Choir, Festival Choir or Instrumentalists

Mary Ann Willow (mawillow@silverspringumc.org)

Women’s Ensemble

Carole Whittam (carole.whittam@gmail.com)

Adult Bell Choir

Mary Kautz (mary.kautz@gmail.com ) and
Marilyn Parr (marilyn_parr@comcast.net)

Young People’s Bell Choir

Chelsea Dorman (chelsea.dorman@gmail.com) and
Susanne Nobles (susanne.nobles@gmail.com)

Children’s Choir

Melissa Polito (nmpolito@comcast.net)

We look forward to
your participation
in one of our many
music groups or
in the congregation.
Contact one of our
,
leaders, we d love
to have you.

Color of Compromise Group
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MISSION & OUTREACH

ADULT DISCIPLESHIP

Our Outreach Ministries
BY MARIE MATTHEWS

Angel Tree & Hat And Mitten Tree
Thank you, thank
you! To everyone who
supported our Angel
and Hat and Mitten
trees. Over 100 gifts
were filled this year to
help many children
and young adults, less fortunate than us,
have a brighter Christmas. Your gifts were
most appreciated and lifted their spirits.
Coats and a large box full of hats and
gloves were also given to our smart sacks
families. Thank you again again, SSUMC.
You have, once again, shown the love of
Christ this holiday season.

I Support The Girls (ISTG)
Support our new mission project,
I Support the Girls (ISTG), which
was founded by Ms. Dana Marlowe
in 2015. Through an international
network of Affiliates, ISTG collects and

All-Church Lenten Study
BY JEN KIDWELL

distributes essential items, including
bras, underwear, and menstrual hygiene
products — allowing women experiencing
homelessness, impoverishment, or distress
to stand tall with dignity. “A woman
shouldn’t have to choose between feeding
herself and her personal health. Every
woman should have the ability to maintain
her dignity.” Around the globe, we’re
helping girls and women experiencing
homelessness, domestic violence, sex
trafficking, refugees, and evacuees affected
by natural disasters. We’re restoring
dignity to hundreds of thousands of
women. Some of the reactions from
women on having access to bras: “It’s
wonderful…” and “It makes you feel like a
better person…”
There are 180,000 girls and women living
on the streets in the United States, and
millions more globally. Menstrual periods
do not stop for hurricanes. Clothes need
to be washed and changed. Teen girls do
not attend school 3-5 days each month,
out of embarrassment that they cannot
afford menstrual hygiene products.
Women cannot entertain the idea of going

on a job interview those 3-5 days every
month, or stand straight while wearing
an 8-year-old bra with no support. The
homeless population in the U.S. is rising,
and women are the fastest growing
segment of that population. Dignity does
not take vacations. And neither do we.
Since their founding ISTG has: collected
and distributed over 700,000 bras,
collected and distributed 4,000,000
menstrual hygiene products, worked with
over 800 vetted partner organizations
and Partnered with more than 275
business and corporations to organize
drives and collections

Please look for the collection boxes in the
Chapel hallway and in the Narthex and
join us to help make a difference in the life
of so many women in need.

I oversee our youth, young adult, and adult discipleship programs. If you’re
interested in learning more, or in exploring membership here, I’d love to hear
from you! I can be reached at: jkidwell@silverspringumc.org

As we begin again this holy season of preparation and reflection, I hope you will consider
joining one of the small groups at church that will be studying Amy-Jill Levine’s book,
Entering the Passion of Jesus. Humbly billed as “a beginner’s guide to Holy week,” it is a
rich and refreshing perspective on these familiar but difficult events. Professor Levine, a
Jewish scholar of the New Testament, provides deep historical grounding of the text that
also highlights the profound risks taken by those in the stories, and invites us into some risk
taking of our own. When have we fallen asleep instead of acting faithfully? What would we
risk our lives for? How do we find community with God and others after we have broken trust
with those we love?
This study will be a wonderful companion to the Holy Week in Slow-Mo sermon series,
and is a great opportunity to spend time with these texts that we often retell during Holy
Week worship services when many people are traveling or working or otherwise unable
to participate in communal reflection on them. The Study runs for 6-weeks and books are
available online or from Jen. Everyone who wants to participate is welcome to a book at
no cost and they are $9 for anyone who would like to purchase one. Sign up for one of the
groupd below by contacting Jen (jkidwell@silverspringumc.org).
GROUP

Our New Partner in Ministry:
College Fit 2020
With the unanimous support of the
Council on Ministries and Administrative
Board, SSUMC is pleased to host and
partner with CollegeFit2020, a new free
college admissions counseling service.
This resource will be available to students
and their families in the Silver Spring
community with special focus on firstgeneration college applicants. The project
will offer information about college and
career possibilities and will provide
assistance with the college application
process; including help with test
preparation and applying for financial aid.
For more information, or to volunteer
(training will be provided), please contact
the project coordinator Susan Drummer
at collegefit.2020@gmail.com or
(301) 806-7278.

YOUNG ADULTS MINISTRY
ALL YOUNG ADULTS are welcome
to join us for a game night at Jen’s
house on Friday March 6, from
6-9pm. We’ll get pizza; kids are
welcome; and we’ll have childcare
and a basement of toys for the
young ones so inclined.

LEADER

BEGINS

Adult Sunday School

Sundays
9:45-10:45am
(Library)

Neil Hindman

March 1

All–church study group

Sundays
10:45am-12pm
(Room 151)

Wes Buchanan
and Patsy
Brannon

March 1

After Church Group

Sundays
12:15–1:30pm
(Room 151)

Staff

March 1

Mondays
7-9pm
(Parlor)

Jen Kidwell
and Dan Sherk

March 2

Wednesdays
7-8am
(Tastee Diner)

Rev. Katherine

March 4

Thursdays
10-11am
(Parlor)

Jen Kidwell

March 5

Monday Night Study Group

Pizza

MEETING
DETAILS

“During Lent
you have the
opportunity to
think about your
life alongside
the life of Jesus,
inviting inward
transformation
and then outward action.”

Wonderful Wednesdays
Women’s Bible Study

Photo, courtesy of Wardrobe Oxygen
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YOUTH

YOUTH

Our Youth ROCK!
BY JEN KIDWELL

This winter, we had the privilege
of revisiting the Beatitudes in the
youth group Unplugged Worship
service. What a joy to celebrate
these proclamations of blessing,
and to sit with the idea that we are
blessed in our deepest vulnerabilities. It’s is a special thing to work
with a group of youth who bring
their full selves to their friendships, and not the kind of curated
self that Instagram tempts us all
to create. May our ministry work
together in worship, youth group,
confirmation, and Sunday School
continue to make known the love
of God that helps us to trust each
other, to take risks for each other,
and to walk boldly in faith to claim
our own blessedness and the blessedness of all.

SILENTN
AUCTIO P
ROUNDU
TIME!
APRIL 26

SSUMC Youth at the ROCK retreat in Ocean City MD

Summer 2020 Youth
Mission Trip Preview
This year, middle schoolers will do a stay-cation to take
advantage of the opportunities to serve in Washington
DC. We’ll volunteer with some organizations doing
great work, maybe visit a museum exhibit or two, find
a Nats game or a minor league game to take in, and do a
lock-in night at the church. Middle schoolers have first dibs
for this 3-day event, but high schoolers are welcome too once
the middle schoolers sign up!
High Schoolers will be going to Baltimore to volunteer with The
Center, where their mission is to “inspire and equip churches and
individuals to engage boldly with their neighborhoods—to get
involved where Christ’s love and justice are already at work.”
We will visit and participate in ministries run by churches in
Baltimore, learning more about this nearby city and the ways
that God’s people are working together to bring more light
and life to the neighborhoods there.
Please pray for our young people and our chaperones
as we engage on these journeys together!

9

L E N T + E A S T E R 2 0 2 0 | Silver Spring United Methodist Church (SSUMC) — ALL ARE WELCOME

hts g
g
i
l
h
g
i
H
Sprin
e
h
t
r
fo
er
Semest

BY BECKY HILL

Yee Haw! It’s roundup time for the
annual Silent Auction and Potluck!
Mark your calendars and join us for a
stompin’ good time on Sunday, April
26, 2020. The auction and potluck
starts after the 11am service but come
on down after the 9:30 service and
take a look and place your bids. Previous auction items have been tickets
to the theater and museums, sporting
events, home cooked meals, baked
goods, services, gift cards, babysitting, dog sitting, skiing and tubing
packages, wine tastings, camps and
so much more! Proceeds will support
the youth summer mission trips.

March 18 12-4pm
Shepherd’s Table
April 5
youth group Iron Chef
competition at Jen’s house
April 19
MoCo Greenfest trip to
Brookside gardens
April 26
Silent Auction Fundraiser
May 17
Confirmation Sunday and
Youth Group End of the Year
Party (location TBD)

Please contact Becky Hill if you have an item,
service, or gift card you would like to donate
(beckyhill_silentauction@aol.com). Come
join us April 26th for a rootin’ tootin’ time

Playing games and relaxing at the ROCK retreat

(DT) is our Downtown Campus and (4C) is our Four Corners Campus — SEE BACK COVER

to help support our
youth mission trips!

SilverSpringUMC.org
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A LOOK BACK

A LOOK BACK
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Christmas Crafts on 12/15
Christmas Music
Sunday, 12/15

Gifts for the Angel Tree

Christmas Play on 12/8

Unrehearsed Christmas Pageant at Family Christmas Eve Service

11
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Glow stick Silent Night at our Family Christmas Eve Service

(DT) is our Downtown Campus and (4C) is our Four Corners Campus — SEE BACK COVER

Mosaic Harmony
Concert, 2/8

SilverSpringUMC.org
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RECONCILING MINISTRIES

RECONCILING MINISTRIES

We Know Who We Are
BY REV. C. MICHELE JOHNS
For any matters relating to visitation and/or
Reconciling Ministries or if you have any questions, please
email me directly at: mjohns@silverspringumcp.org

#ResistHarm

General Conference (GC2020), our denomination’s every four-year gathering, is quickly
approaching. Methodists from all over the world will gather in Minneapolis, Minnesota from May
5-15, 2020 to pray, worship, and discuss legislation that will likely deal with changing the shape of
the denomination. That last part — the political part — can seem antithetical to a faith community.
And yet, as United Methodists who believe we are “going on to perfection” and believe that God
continues to reveal God’s self to us, we come together to listen to God, and to respond faithfully.

3. Next Generation UMC (UMCNext)
This plan would eliminate the Church’s restrictions against LGBTQ+
ordination and same-gender weddings, allowing local churches that
disagree to depart and organize into new forms of Methodism. This
plan is seen as progressive. (UMCnext.com/legislation)

Again, we commit ourselves to resist harm, because this is at the core
of our Christian faith.

4. U.S. Regional Conference (Connectional Table)
This plan would create a new U.S.-specific decision-making body —
a place for United Methodists to vote on clergy pensions, retirement
plans, property matters, resolutions and other initiatives that solely
affect the United States. (UMC.org/who-we-are/connectional-tablesus-regional-conference-legislation-now-available)

Save the Dates

5. Protocol for Reconciliation & Grace Through Separation
(released January 3, 2020) This plan provides for a new
conservative Wesleyan denomination to form, allowing conservative
churches to exit the UMC and keep their property along with 25
million dollars. The idea is that after their exit, the remaining
UMC would establish a US regional conference that would allow
the United States to adapt the Book of Discipline according to our
context (much like UM conferences outside of the United States
already can). This would allow the US to remove discriminatory
language while maintaining a global connection. Significant in the
proposal is that, effective immediately, many bishops including our
own Bishop LaTrelle Easterling, agreed to hold in abeyance any
administrative or judicial process (complaints) against LGBTQ+
clergy and persons who presided at same-gender weddings.

Grounding in hope
As we move through this season of Lent, this season of introspection
and deepening our presence to ourselves and our connection to God,
we hold on to hope. We hold on to hope that suffering is not the end.
That death is not the end. That in death there is transformation and
new life. That we are Easter people — who go through the season of
Lent to the season of new life.

Every Annual Conference of the denomination elects lay and clergy
delegates to attend and vote on legislation. We are excited and
proud that one of our own, Daniel Colbert, was elected to serve as a
delegate (see his article on this in the last Messenger).
Legislation will be presented about a variety of issues, but again the
primary focus will be about human sexuality, or LGBTQ+ inclusion.
There are four primary plans and one protocol, which will be put
into the form of a plan, to be considered at General Conference.
There are also lesser known plans put forward by individuals and
groups. Anything can happen on the floor of General Conference.
The following plans are a starting point. What is common among
these plans is that each anticipates a need for separation in order to
move ahead.
13

I have taken the descriptions of the plans from Resource UMC.
There are detailed charts online with extensive comparisons if you
want to take a look:
1. New Denominations (Indianapolis Plan)
This plan proposes the creation of new expressions — traditionalist,
centrist/progressive and progressive — that share a heritage of Methodism.
This plan is seen as fairly conservative. (IndyPlanUMC.org)
2. New Expressions Worldwide (N.E.W.)
This plan would dissolve the UMC and form four new global
denominations — traditionalist, moderate, progressive and
liberationist. This plan is seen as very progressive.
(UM-Forward.org/the-new-plan)
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In order to experience transformation, there is loss and change.
This does not mean that we seek out suffering or that all suffering
is holy. There has been a lot of unholy suffering caused to LGTBQ+
persons — and to many marginalized groups and individuals by our
denomination and in our society.
As a reminder, death does not have the last word. As a life-long,
and seven-generations long, Methodist, I have been grieving for a
long time the harms caused by our denomination to those within
and those outside of our Church. The current focus on LGBTQ+
persons in some ways masks earlier deep harms of racism within
the denomination. A split is not what I have wanted. And at the
same time, I believe that a new and beautiful thing is happening. At
the Special Called General Conference 2019 I saw sin named and
unveiled for what it was. And in the months since, many faithful
United Methodists have been working hard to create something
new out of the ashes.

Again, we commit ourselves to prayer, study, and connection to one
another as SSUMC, where we are a people of faith and action.

Feb 29, Saturday BWARM (Baltimore-Washington Area Reconciling
United Methodists) gathering at John Wesley UMC in Baltimore
(9:30am-12Noon).
March 29, Sunday SSUMC Denominational Update Brief (30 min)
update with latest information leading up to General Conference in
May (after 9:30 and 11am services, DT Chapel, childcare provided).
April 25, Saturday LGBTQ+ Gathering For those who identify as
LGBTQ+. Please contact Rev. Michele to RSVP and to be added to
email list. Childcare will be provided. (10am-12Noon).
May 2 BWARM Gathering to Pray for General Conference (TBD).
May 5-15 General Conference 2020 in Minneapolis, MN, with
some portions livestreamed. We will have at least two SSUMC folks
present: Daniel Colbert, lay delegate, and Rev. Michele, observer.
May 17, Sunday All-Church Meeting following General Conference.
We share information and answer questions about the outcomes.
(after 9:30 & 11am services; childcare provided after 11am service).
May 27-29 Baltimore-Washington Annual Conference.
June 13 DC Pride Parade Join other United Methodists from Virginia,
DC, and Maryland to march together in the parade, showing that
God’s love is for All! Stay tuned for more details!
June 20 BWARM at Lovely Lane UMC in Baltimore. Folks are invited
to stay after for Baltimore Pride (9am – 12Noon).

Resources
Here are some of many ways to stay connected in these months
leading up to and during GC2020:
❑ Our SSUMC general emails
❑ Our SSUMC Facebook posts (@SilverSpringUMC)
❑ Beyond Reconciling email list (to be added, email Rev. Michele
at mjohns@silverspringumc.org)
❑ Online search: #ResistHarm
❑ ResistHarm.com
❑ Reconciling Ministries Network: RMnetwork.org
❑ United Methodist News Service: UMnews.org (service page)
❑ Hacking Christianity: HackingChristianity.net
❑ Google “UM Plans/Proposals”

(DT) is our Downtown Campus and (4C) is our Four Corners Campus — SEE BACK COVER

SilverSpringUMC.org

14

CHILDREN & FAMILY MINISTRIES

CHILDREN & FAMILY MINISTRIES

Children & Family News
BY MARIE MATTHEWS

Lent-in-a-Bag
Lenten Home Kit for
Family Resources

It’s time for our Easter
Eggs-Stravaganza!
Saturday, April, 4
10–11:30 am

Sunday, March 1
New, this year for families, will be Lentin-a-Bag kits. The theme for the kits is
“Praying with Jesus” Bags will be handed
out on the first Sunday of Lent (one per
household). The bag will contain six (6)
objects each in a snack sized bag with a
devotion, scripture reading and questions
for family discussion. Each scripture
and prayer is about one of the times
Jesus used prayer before a major act or
immediately after. The goal is to make
family
time, each week during lent, for prayer,
scripture reading and discussion using
one of the objects from the bag. The
object bags will be numbered so
you know which week to use them.
If you do not receive a Lent-in-a-Bag,
or if you have questions about the bag,
please see Ms. Marie.

Prayer Banner
for Lent
For hundreds of years, the Christian
church has practiced the traditions of
Prayer, Fasting and Almsgiving in its
observance of Lent. A Lenten prayer
banner will be hung on the bulletin board
outside of Ms Marie’s office to highlight
the Lenten tradition of Prayer for us.
Jesus comforting mandate in Matthew 11,
“Come unto me, all who are weak and
heavy laden and I will give you rest.” is a
timely message whenever the hardships of
this life weigh heavily on the heart. And,
an apt message for Lent, when a world
15

It’s Time for Our Annual Community Easter
Crafts & Easter Egg Hunt! Join us for fun
and fellowship. There will be plenty of
crafts, cookie decorating, face painting
and balloon animals for the children
followed by an Easter Egg hunt. Spread
the word and bring your friends, neighbors,
and your Easter baskets to this
EGGS-STRAVAGANZA!
laden with the weight of sin lays that
heavy burden on the shoulders of Christ.
Let us all here at SSUMC be in the
attitude of prayer during this season
Since Christ, lifted up from the earth on
the cross, is already our focus of attention
during Lent, then it is truly appropriate
this Lenten season for us to set the act of
prayer as a high priority. At the banner,
write your prayer on the back of a cross
and place the cross on the banner.

Legos Journey
Through Holy Week
Sunday, March 1
12:15 pm
Are you looking for a fun
way to review Holy week
while also learning? Join us
as we try something different.
We will walk through Holy
Week building the stories in
the Bible with Legos. That’s
right. You heard it. LEGOS!
There will also be additional
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information to take home to discuss
during the season of Lent. Adults, want
to come, but don’t know how to build
with Legos? No problem. Come anyway.
Bring other adults with you and make a
team or join in with others that day. Still
not sure? COME! This is open to all ages.
Let’s all have some fun and fellowship
during this busy season. Lunch provided.
(Room 21).

Legos Needed
Our children’s ministry program is in
need of LEGOs. Do you have any that
you children have outgrown or you no
longer use? If so, how about donating
them to our children’s ministry programs.
Don’t have any LEGOs, how about
purchasing some
and donating them
to our program.
Your support is
greatly appreciated.
Questions? See Ms.
Marie

Vacation Bible School ( VBS )

Knights of North Castle: Quest for the King’s Armor
June 22–26 (9am–12:30pm) Ages 4–6th grade
North Castle is hidden in a frozen land. The King’s valiant Knights are on a quest in search of the King’s Armor but the
armor isn’t what they think it is. Knights of North Castle invites children to be strong in the Lord and in the strength of
God’s power by exploring how we put on the armor of God. Kids will take on
the role of brave Knights and begin their quest each session by opening the
King’s Book. They will explore Old and New Testament stories and discover
different pieces of protective armor—the Belt of Truth, the Breastplate of Justice,
the Shoes of Peace, the Shield of Faith, and the Helmet of Salvation—at work
in the lives of familiar Bible characters, and explore how that armor works in
their own lives as they follow and serve God. Register your kids and help them
take up the gauntlet this summer and accept the challenge to “armor up” and
be strong by remaining with God and sharing God’s love in a world that needs
it more than ever. Online registration begins March 1, 2020.
REGISTER ONLINE — SilverSpringUMC.org/vbs
Planning has already begun. If you are interested in helping to plan, decorate
or volunteer during the week of VBS, see Ms. Marie. Youth get SSL hours.
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Summary:
Summary:
COVER STORY (CONTINUED)

On Sunday, March 8 we will hear the story
of Jesus cleansing the temple. Turning over
the money changers’ tables was a clear
escalation in the tensions between Jesus
and the religious leaders. We will explore
what this story and Jesus’ righteous
anger have to teach us about our own
relationship with money.
On Sunday, March 15, the tension builds
even further between Jesus and the powers
that be as Jesus’ teachings challenge the
role and power of the empire. We’ll read
Matthew 22:15-22 and explore how Jesus’
teaching can shape our own relationship
to power.
On Sunday, March 22, we read the story
of the anointing at Bethany as told by
Mark. Jesus says that this faithful woman’s
actions will be told around the world
in remembrance of her. Unfortunately,
centuries of Christian preaching and

On Sunday, March 29, we will arrive at
Thursday of Holy Week, the Last Supper.
We will have a time of Holy Communion
at both services as we tell that story of
Jesus’ last meal with his disciples. At this
table, there is a deep contrast between
what Jesus is saying and doing and the less
than ideal table manners of the disciples.
As we approach the table so many years
later, what kind of table manners are we
cultivating at Christ’s table?
On Sunday, April 5, we arrive at the cross.
It’s been a long “week” and those palm
branches of celebration are long since
discarded. Face to face with the reality of
a God whose Love knows not even the
bounds of death, how do we respond?
At the 11am service, we will not have
Holy Communion on this (first) Sunday
(we will have had it the week before).

Having moved slowly through the events
of Holy Week over the entirety of Lent,
during Holy Week itself we will have
experiential services to mark those events
that we have already delved deeply into in
the weeks preceding.
While it would be a “nicer” story to
skip from Palm Branches to Easter lilies,
deep down we know that there is no
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On Sunday, March 1 we will celebrate Palm
Sunday — the triumphant arrival of Jesus
in Jerusalem. We will wave palm branches,
like usual, just earlier than normal. While
we usually try to cover both Palm and
Passion on the same Sunday, this year’s
schedule lets us give this story of Jesus’
arrival our full attention.

resurrection without death. The good
news of Easter is that God’s love for us is
bigger than even death itself. God loved
us enough to become one of us, and God
stuck it out with us through even the
worst humanity could muster.

MONTHLY
MONTHLY GIVING
GIVING

Holy Week
in Slow-Mo

teaching have conflated her story with
stories of other women anointing Jesus.
How can we recover her story and in
turn dive deeper into our own story of
encountering Jesus?
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GENERAL NEWS

GENERAL NEWS

We’re Starting A Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Impact of
Silver Spring UMC
This church (SSUMC) has embraced us thoroughly, since we started attending in 2018. We love
the way that the church is both tenacious in its commitment to God and to justice, and gentle
with us as friends and as part of the congregation. With John working at another church on
Sundays, it is often just Stephanie and the kids. This congregation has been so helpful. And it
means more than you know to this Baptist-background family that the church was willing to
“bless” Henry even though we didn’t have him baptized!
— JOHN & STEPHANIE TURPIN

I grew up Southern Baptist and heard over and over again that God didn’t love me because I was
gay. I tried my best to not believe it, but you can only be surrounded by that message for so long
before it starts to sink in. Over time, I became more and more distant from church, until at some
point I had stopped going altogether. My mother saw SSUMC’s rainbow sign out
front, and she convinced me to visit. For the very first time, I was able to be in a
church without hiding my true self. I was able to be in a church with my husband
without lying about our relationship. I believe deeply that God used — and is still
using — this church, SSUMC, to change my life and teach me that I still have a
seat at Christ’s table.

I was able
to be in
a church
without
hiding my
true self

— ANDREW LEWIS

Interested in learning about becoming a member at SSUMC? We’d love to welcome you!
To learn more, please contact Rev. Angela at (awells@silverspringumc.org)

Wide Welcome Team
The Wide Welcome Team continues to
work towards broadening and deepening
our welcome at Silver Spring UMC.
The team met in December and made
progress on several initiatives that we are
excited about. These initiatives will allow
us to welcome and provide information
19

to visitors in new ways. We have also
purchased walkie talkies and we are
looking into getting a defribilator. Over
the next couple of months, we will be
expanding our teams of Greeters, Ushers,
and Building Stewards to help make these
plans a reality. If you have any questions,

L E N T + E A S T E R 2 0 2 0 | Silver Spring United Methodist Church (SSUMC) — ALL ARE WELCOME

please contact Ms. Marie Matthews or
Rev. Angela Wells (emails on pg 2).
Additional members of the Wide Welcome
Team include: Scott McGinnis, David
Renfro, Vic McCartney, Laura File Long,
Ana Lincoln, Norman Brown, Chan Park,
and Zach Neyhard.

Anyone who knits and/or crochets can become part of an exciting new
ministry at Silver Spring UMC. Prayer shawls symbolize peace, healing,
and spiritual sustenance, and offer comfort and hope. They can be
given to someone who is ill, someone who has experienced a loss, or
someone who has experienced a joy, such as the birth/baptism of a
new baby, or a marriage.  
Knitters and crocheters offer a blessing or prayer as they begin
their work, even though they don’t know who will receive
their shawls. When prayer shawls are completed, they are
consecrated by the pastors, who would
Prayer shawls accept requests from the congregation for
distribution. The knitters and crocheters who
symbolize
take part in our ministry can decide if they want
peace, healing, to meet on a regular basis to develop a community of
and spiritual
crafters, or if they want to knit or crochet as a solitary venture.

sustenance, and
offer comfort
and hope.

Interested in finding out more? Know that you’d like to take part in
this ministry? Please join us for our first organizational meetings, which

should last about half an hour. May 3, Sunday after 9:30am & 11am services.
Questions? Contact Rev. Michele or Marge Kumaki (mkumaki1446@gmail.com.

THANK YOU! Your Silver Spring UMC staff and clergy are deeply grateful

to the SPRC (Staff-Parish Relations Committee) and so many of you for the
Christmas cards and gifts. Your generosity has us in awe. SPRC, whose
members include Joyce McDonough (who finished her three-year
term of service December 2019), Patsy Brannon, Kyle Whitley, and
James Manley (who began his three-year term of service in January
2020), work faithfully to care for staff and clergy — as we try to work
faithfully to care for you all. It is an honor and joy to serve as the staff
and clergy of this church. Together, with you, we are all a part of the
body of Christ. Together we serve! Thank you.

Our Members
Baptisms
12/8/19 Simon Kidwell
(parents: Jen & Jonathan Kidwell)

Weddings
2/22/20 Rev. Angela and Kelli Wells
Deaths
12/14 Virginia Moats
12/23 Hudson Vineyard
(wife of the late Rev. Jack Vineyard)

Q&A
Q: What’s
happening with
the sale of 4C?
A: SSUMC has hired a land

use attorney and extended
the feasibility period in order
to resolve the encroachment
issue with the State of
Maryland (the State of
Maryland says they own
some of the property). The
buyer remains committed to
making the 4C (Four Corners
campus) their permanent
church home.

Q: I heard in the
news that the
UMC split, is that
true?
A: No. No decision will be

made until May’s General
Conference. There are many
plans that will be considered
by this legislative body. See
pg 12 for more info.

Q: When are
Easter Services?
A: April 12, we have three

Easter Services (see pg 3
for full Holy Week schedule):
6am – Sunrise service
with Holy Communion (DT
Front Lawn, Georgia Ave side)
9am – Contemporary Easter
Worship (DT Sanctuary)
11am – Traditional Easter
Worship (DT Sanctuary)

@SilverSpringUMC
(DT) is our Downtown Campus and (4C) is our Four Corners Campus — SEE BACK COVER

SilverSpringUMC.org
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