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When I was in college, I had a friend in my campus
ministry who maintained that she didn’t “do Lent.”
She would repeat this often throughout the season, often
to rile up those of us who did try to “do Lent,” and while
attending the Ash Wednesday service and the special
events we hosted during the season leading up
to Easter. Lenten practices and traditions vary
greatly across traditions, and even within
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Our Community, Our Family
BY REV. ANGELA FLANAGAN

This year at Silver Spring UMC (SSUMC), we have focused on
the theme: Building Up Our Community. We have strengthened
our connections with one another through record participation
in small groups (over 100 participants this past Fall!). We have deepened our
connection with God through a focus on spiritual disciplines encouraged by
both our fall and now Lenten all church movement (see cover story for more).
We are a stronger community as we get to know and support one another in
our faith journey, and we are stronger disciples as we seek to grow in our faith.
We have been working diligently to improve our financial health through the
creation of a stewardship team and the 4C exploratory team and holding all
church meetings to inform and update the congregation. A big thanks to you,
here at SSUMC, for stepping up to the challenges we face.
We celebrate that we have over 50 new households
pledging this year and that pledges totaled
$400,000, a $129,000 increase from 2018
pledges. Giving thanks for this progress, we
also recognize that we continue to face a
number of financial and capital challenges that
will depend on the continued faithfulness of
our congregation. I give thanks that we are
meeting these challenges with transparency,
teamwork, and focus on our mission to be
a movement of Christ’s love feeding all God’s
people — body, mind, and spirit — so that no
THIS MARCH
one goes hungry.
We continue to work to build up our community,
We look forward to
and we seek to better know who is in our
creating an updated
church family. This March we’ll be doing our
first photo directory in eight years. This is a
photo directory.
simple, but important, way that we can learn
Another way that
one another’s names and know how best
we are building up,
to get in touch (see pg 19 for more sign-up
information). We are also updating our church
and getting to know,
membership rolls, as well as improving the
our community.
ways we are able to get information from —
and to — you. Touchpoint is the core software
(SEE PG 19 FOR DETAILS)
our church uses for our members. In March
and April we will be hosting Touchpoint
Sundays to help folks enroll in or access
this database and app of our church. This will allow you to update your
own contact information, manage your electronic giving, and get important
information from the church.
While these logistical pieces of building up our community may appear
less spiritual at first glance, these are ways in which we are strengthening
our connection within the Body of Christ.
From where I sit, I am privileged to see on a daily basis what amazing
people with tremendous gifts, passion, and heart we have filling our pews at
SSUMC. I am excited with all that God is doing in and through us as a church
and look forward to the ways we get to dig in deeper to the community
God is calling us to be.
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OPPORTUNITIES & WORSHIP

Lent and Easter

Lenten All-Church Movement
You are invited to be a part of a Covenant Discipleship group
this Lent (see more info on the cover story). Sign up on our
website or at church on Sundays through March 10. Join us
to be a part of the movement as we build up our community
through intentional groups of discipleship and accountability.

Lenten Sermon Series
“Speak the truth in love.” This phrase derived from Ephesians
4:15 seems simple enough until we seek to put it into
practice. Truth-telling is hard, yet necessary, work as we seek
to live faithfully as disciples of Jesus Christ. This Lent, we
will explore the ways we seek to live into and express many
kinds of truth in our lives.

Lent & Easter Schedule
Shrove Tuesday, March 5
5:30pm Pancake Supper (DT Fellowship Hall)

Ash Wednesday, March 6
12pm Brief Service (DT Chapel)
7:30pm Service (4C Sanctuary)

Sundays during Lent
9:30am Contemporary Worship (DT Chapel)
11am
Traditional Worship (DT Sanctuary)

• Grounding Truth—what are those truths of our faith that
center and root us in times of trouble? Jesus’ temptation
in the wilderness points the way.
• Identity—sometimes claiming who God has called us to
be is a witness itself. Esther risked much by owning her
identity as a Jew, but her witness was faithful.
• Prophetic Truth—speaking up for God’s people who are
marginalized or oppressed sometimes involves speaking
truth to the powers of this world. Nathan called out King
David for the ways he abused his power, harming God’s
children.
• Action—the choices we make and the way we choose to
live our lives often speak our truth(s) much louder than
our words. The epistles remind us of the importance of a
life of integrity.
• Profession—there comes a time when we must speak
to what and in whom we believe. We may still have
questions and doubt but there are deeper truths that we
can profess even without a fully fleshed out theology.
Peter has such a moment of clarity when he names
Jesus as the Messiah.
• Confession—speaking our truth includes naming those
times and ways we fall short of what God has called us to
do. When we read the Passion of Christ, we acknowledge
our own complicity in rejecting, denying, and crucifying
God’s Love.

Holy Thursday, April 18
6:30pm Meal (DT Fellowship Hall)
7:30pm Service (DT Chapel)

Good Friday, April 19
12pm Service (DT Chapel)
7:30pm Requiem (DT Sanctuary)

Easter Sunday, April 21
6am
9am✩
11am

Sunrise Service (DT Front Lawn / GA. AVE.)
Contemporary Service (DT Sanctuary)
Traditional Service (DT Sanctuary)

Confirmation Sunday, May 19
9:30am Contemporary Worship (DT Chapel)
11am
Traditional Worship (DT Sanctuary)

@SS_UMC
(DT) is our Downtown Campus and (4C) is our Four Corners Campus — SEE BACK COVER
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DISCIPLESHIP MINISTRIES

YOUTH & YOUNG ADULT MINISTRIES

(CONT’D FROM COVER)

United Methodist churches, but as I consider more
fully what it means to “do Lent,” the season becomes an
opportunity to focus more intentionally on the practices of
Discipleship.
Some folks manifest this by changing a habit or adopting
a new routine for the season, intending to use these goals
as a way to remind themselves of the presence of God
and the significance of Jesus in their life. But that’s hard
to do on your own. Most of us weren’t made for a solitary
life of faith, and Christianity was not made for solitary
practitioners. So why do our Discipleship practices and
intentions so often stay in the private corners of our
hearts rather than in the daylight of Christian community?
Why does the urge to hide
our vulnerabilities and
MOST OF US
the areas of growth in our
WEREN’T MADE
lives from others feel more
FOR A SOLITARY
powerful than Jesus’ call to
LIFE OF FAITH,
a community of love and
AND CHRISTIANITY
encouragement?
WAS NOT MADE
FOR SOLITARY
PRACTITIONERS.

We have many shared goals
this year about deepening the
roots of community here at
SSUMC. And what better way
do we have to do that than by deciding to open up a little
more about this journey of Discipleship with each other?
Don’t most of us long for a dedicated space where instead
of just a passing smile and greeting in a hallway, we can
hear someone ask us, “How is it with your soul?” and then
wait for the answer? Don’t we need “a little help from our
friends” to pool our wisdom and experiences and grow —
individually and together — as disciples in Christ?
This season, SSUMC invites you to accept the opportunity
to “do Lent together” by joining a Covenant Discipleship
group and participating in this all-church initiative.

March 3–April 20
These Covenant Discipleship groups will
meet, weekly, during the six weeks of Lent.
Some will be in-person and some will be video chat
virtual groups. All groups will draft their own covenants
with 1-2 short, achievable goals in the areas of worship,
compassion, devotion, and justice. Weekly meetings
will be a space for support, accountability to the
covenant, prayer, and soul-sharing. I hope all of
us can get behind “doing Discipleship” even if
Lent hasn’t held much meaning for us in the past.
4

Discipleship
In addition to the fantastic
Covenant Discipleship groups
we’ll have during Lent this year,
some of the regular groups will
also be reading and discussing
some books. Feel free to read
along or to join us!
Women’s Bible Study
10-11am Thursdays (DT, Parlor)
The Women’s Bible study heartily recommends
Paula Gooder’s book Phoebe: A Story. It
included fascinating information about early
Christian communities in Rome and was a
refreshing way to engage in reading scripture
with imagination.
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BY JEN KIDWELL
I oversee our youth, young adult, and adult discipleship programs. If you’re
interested in learning more, or in exploring membership here, I’d love to hear
from you! I can be reached at: jkidwell@silverspringumc.org

Join us!

Youth & Young adult

The winter and spring is always jam packed with great
youth activities. And 2019 is no different. We kicked
off the semester with 19 of us at our January lock-in,
with the kind of low-key fun that’s the signature of our
youth group. We made a new rainbow banner to use
in the sanctuary, collected and organized donations
for the pantry, had a good ole time at the Rock
Retreat at OC/MD and spent some time learning
about gender in the world of Scripture.

Women’s Bible study will be reading Entering the Passion of Jesus, by
Dr. Amy-Jill Levine during Lent. In the season of Easter, the group will
look at Howard Thurman’s Sermons on the Parables.

In the

Coming Months
We’ll do some more volunteering, watch one of
our members lap us all at a 5k (March 30), do
an overnight at Hershey park (April 13-14), cook
some food with the DC Central Kitchen (April
28), and host the ever popular, ever anticipated,
Silent Auction (May 5).
The Confirmation Class has started off
wonderfully, with a small but formidable
group of question-asking youth who abide
my theological nerdiness with great patience.
Look for more details about our confirmands
in the Summer issue of The Messenger,
though confirmation Sunday is scheduled
for May 19 this year.

Summer

Mission Trips

Adult Sunday School
9:45-10:45am (DT, Library)

Summer mission trips are
scheduled! Middle schoolers
will be gleaning for a day with Harvest of Hope
and then enjoying a day at the beach (July 1215). The 8th grade and up mission trip will be
to Good Works in Coatesville, PA.

The Adult Sunday School Class will continue their study on Psalms.

Monday Night Study Group
7-9pm (DT, Parlor)
The Monday Night Study Group will be reading
Speaking of Sin by Rev. Barbara Brown Taylor.

ABOVE: Rock Retreat 2018

BELOW: Our youth at Wider Circle

Young Adults

Women’s Group

Save the date for a young
adult hike on Sunday April
28 after the 11am service
at Sugarloaf Mountain!
Note: Hiking shoes ARE
church-appropriate
footwear at SSUMC!

Thanks to the 40 women who attended and
shared delicious treats, the Women’s Brunch
on February 2 was a smashing success!
Ladies, stay tuned for more intergenerational
women’s social events this season!
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RECONCILING MINISTRIES

RECONCILING MINISTRIES

Reconciling
Update

MARCH 3
• On February 24 our Sunday morning worship
services were a time of prayer for General
Conference. We remembered our baptism
as God’s children of sacred worth and shared
together at the Lord’s Table which is open to
ALL.

For over two years we have been
prayerfully anticipating the specially called
General Conference (GC) set for February
23-26, 2019, in St. Louis, MO. This GC was
tasked with the sole purpose of defining
a way forward for the UMC regarding its
polity involving LGBTQ+ persons in the life
and ministry of the church. Many faithful
United Methodists have been fighting for
full inclusion of LGBTQ+ persons since the
discriminatory language was introduced
into church law in 1972.
So what happened at General Conference? We all
want to know. Unfortunately, in the world of printing
timelines, this Messenger was printed before the end
of the GC but by the time you are reading it, the GC
has concluded. There is a special all-church meeting
set for March 3 after both worship services to update
the congregation on what happened at General
Conference. Furthermore, you will be receiving a
letter in the mail in the coming days giving an update
on what happened and how it will impact us at Silver
Spring UMC.

HELPFUL
WEBSITES
6

In the meantime, our work has and will continue!
Reconciling Ministries has been very active in the last
month as we prepared for and respond to General
Conference.
Here are some highlights from the last month:
• In January, our SSUMC sign on the front lawn got
an upgrade (photo top right). We added a rainbow
to symbolize our witness for full inclusion of all
God’s children. We give thanks for Bob Browning
and Rev. Bruce Barden’s work on this project!
• On February 10 at our Beyond Reconciling Meeting
we met with one of our General Conference
delegates, Ken Ow, and wrote letters to other
delegates to express our desire for full inclusion of
LGBTQ+ persons in the life of the church.
• On February 16, we held our first LGBTQ+ specific
gathering. This is an important time for us to
support one another as LGBTQ+ United Methodists.

• On February 25 we hosted an ecumenical
prayer vigil. We were joined by many siblings
in the UMC and also by our siblings in other
denominations who support us in our
struggle for justice in the UMC.

There will
be a special
ALL-CHURCH
MEETING after
both worship
services to
update the
congregation on
what happened
at General
Conference.

• On February 27, we gathered together as
a safe space, post-General Conference
for processing the events of the past week.
Regardless of the results of General Conference,
there is much work left to do.
There will be many more opportunities in the days and
months and years ahead to continue the hard
but vital work of making an ever more inclusive church.
As always, you are invited to contact Rev. Michele
(below left) or Rev. Angela (below right) for support,
information, and/or to find out more ways to get
involved (please find our contact info on page 2).

• February 23-26 Rev. Michele Johns and Rev. Taylor
Denyer both attended General Conference
witnessing for God’s all-inclusive love and justice.

Silver Spring UMC
silverspringumc.org

Baltimore-Washington Annual Conference
bwcumc.org

United Methodist News Service
umnews.org

United Methodist Queer Clergy Caucus
umqcc.org

Reconciling Ministries
rmnetwork.org

Hacking Christianity
hackingchristianity.net/blog
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WHAT CAN
YOU DO?

❑ Pray, pray, pray, pray!
❑ Educate yourself on what is happening. Beyond Reconciling meetings (2nd Sundays).
❑ Ask questions There is a lot going on, feel free to ask for clarification about what is going on.
❑ Nurture your soul. Read scripture. Connect with others at SSUMC.

(DT) is our Downtown Campus and (4C) is our Four Corners Campus — SEE BACK COVER

SilverSpringUMC.org
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RACIAL JUSTICE MINISTRIES

CHILDREN & FAMILY MINISTRIES

All always welcome, here
BLACK
LIVES
MATTER

Our group enjoyed a trip to the Anacostia
Neighborhood Museum in February and
members joined the Monday Night group to
view a documentary about Howard Thurman
and to discuss his contributions to theology
and the civil rights movement.

During this season,
the racial justice group
lost the benefit of the
excellent energy and
leadership of Juli Taylor
as she and her family have
found a new church that’s
more convenient to their
home in Gaithersburg.
We rejoice with them
that they have found
new community, and
reflect with gratitude on
the years of energizing

We celebrated Black History
Month in worship, song, and by
lifting up black Christian leaders
and the stories of members of
our own congregation. Monthly
meetings for the Racial Justice
group will continue to shift
away from reading books across
many months — and will begin
to focus on discrete topics and
discussions. This makes it easier
to get involved or to follow along
with what the group is reading,
watching, and listening to.

witness that the Taylors
have offered SSUMC and
the Racial Justice Group

Please feel welcome to join us!
We meet at the Downtown Campus on the
3rd Sundays of the month at 12:15pm.

specifically. That being

&
EAST ER T I M E
T
EN
L
BY MARIE MATTHEWS

As the Director of Children and Family Ministries, I am excited to work with a team of staff and
volunteers to provide engaging education and fun programming for children birth through 5th grade
and their families. Have questions or ideas? Please reach out at mmatthews@silverspringumc.org

Lenten Family
Resources
During the season of Lent, Lenten packets for
families with children ages 2 through 5th grade
will be available to help families during this
season to reflect and pray. Pick up your family
packet. They are on the table in the Narthex.
There will also be additional Lenten resources
on the table outside of Ms. Marie’s office for
others to enjoy.

Lent-in-a-Bag
To further assist families in practicing Lent at
home (or on the go), there will also be a limited
number of Lent-In-A-Bag. Each bag will contain
small items or symbols to use to further your
meditations and conversations during Lent.
Please contact Ms. Marie if you would like a bag.

The Painting Table
PAINTING THROUGH LENT (Sunday 3/24)
For many, life happens around the kitchen table.
But in our case, during Lent, we will gather
at The Painting Table to draw pictures, record
memories, and celebrate living through the
creation of something new. All of us need space
to tell stories, reflect, and record thoughts in
words, doodles, and drawings. But few of us
are able to make that space possible. Join me at
the Painting Table as we fellowship and express
ourselves through painting during the season
of Lent. This is for all ages. You do not need to
know how to paint. Younger children can finger
paint. Come out for the fun and fellowship.
Paint and paper will be provided.

It’s Time for Our Annual
Community Easter Crafts
& Easter Egg Hunt!
Saturday, April 13
10am – 11:30am
(DT, Fellowship Hall)
Join us for fun
and fellowship.
There will be
fun crafts,
cookie
decorating,
face painting
and balloon
animals for
the children
followed by
an Easter Egg
hunt. Spread
the word and

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

Ms. Stock oversaw
this for many years. With her recent move to England,
we need someone to spearhead this event.
4/13 help is needed with set up, crafts, and to hide eggs as well as donations
of sugar cookies for the children to decorate. If you are interested in helping
to make this fun community event another success, please contact Ms. Marie
(mmatthews@silverspringumcp.org). All youth helpers earn SSL hours!

said, the work continues!
8
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CHILDREN & FAMILY MINISTRIES

A LO O K B AC K AT O U R S P E C I A L E V E N T S D U R I N G

&
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Live Nativity

The season of Adve
nt kicked off with
our Live
Nativity. Those that
attended were gree
ted
out on the front law
n by Mary, Joseph,
baby
Jesus (a live baby!),
and the Wise Men
. There
were also live anim
als for the kids to
pet and
enjoy. It was great
to see so many mem
bers as
well as neighbors,
friends and childre
n
from
our tenant church
es. Inside the Fello
ws
hip
Hall, the kids mad
e a Christmas craft
as
they
enjoyed cookies an
d hot chocolate. Th
anks to
all who participated
and helped to mak
e this
live nativity a fun,
memorable event.

CHILDREN & FAMILY MINISTRIES
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CHILDREN & FAMILY MINISTRIES

CHILDREN & FAMILY MINISTRIES

2 0 1 9 VACATION B IBLE SCHOOL (VBS)

UPCOM ING
EVE NTS
2nd Sundays

Mission Mania!
MISSION MANIA! our children’s
mission program for kids in 1st–5th
grade, will be also participating in the
Give-A-Day Challenge. Our missions
will now be called Service Sundays.
During our monthly meetings, the
children will do various projects
around the church as a part of the
challenge. Give a day. Mission Mania
meets on the 2nd Sunday of each

month, 12:15 - 1:15pm (DT, Room 21)

Where Fearless Kids Shine God’s Light
Back lar
u
by pop
d!
a
dem nUR
YO
MARK ARS!
D
N
E
L
A
C

Kids jump into
bayou fun at
Crocodile Dock
where they participate
in memorable
Bible-learning
activities, sing catchy
songs, dig into yummy
treats, experience
electrifying Bible
adventures, and create
Bible Point crafts.
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June 17-21 (9:00am–12:30pm)
For Ages 4 through 6th Grade

Online Registration Opens March 1!
CALLING ALL VOLUNTEERS!
Vacation Bible School (VBS) is an
important outreach ministry of
our church. We are blessed that
this community ministry continues
to grow each year. But we need
help from the congregation for
this ministry’s continued success.
We need volunteers for preparation
and the week’s activities. Sharing
your time and talents to help plan,
decorate, set up, and teach are a
great way to lead by example and
demonstrate your stewardship.

Make a difference in the lives of
our children and our community.
Please contact Ms. Marie at
mmatthews@silverspringumc.org
if you would like to help with
decorations, scenery or be a part
of the VBS team. We are a Safe
Sanctuaries congregation and all
volunteers that work with children

and/or youth must attend a
training, complete the required
forms and submit to a
background check being obtained.
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SAVE
THE DATE
Sunday, June 9

Graduate
Recognition
and Promotion
Sunday
Faith, fun,
and fellowship
JUNE 16

Nat’s Baseball
Game
JULY

Ice Cream
Social
AUGUST

Game Night

SUNDAY
SCHOOL
SUM M ER
PLANS
Sunday, May 19

Last Day of
Growing in Faith
Month of June

‘Everybody
Worships’
Sundays

During the month of June, our
families will worship together, and
all children will remain in worship.
Worship packs will be available.

June 2

Growing in
Faith End-ofYear Potluck
Celebration
12 Noon (DT, Fellowship Hall)

July & August

One Room
Sunday School
July and August, we will have a One
Room Sunday School. Volunteers
are needed. This is a great way for
parents to give back to our program. It
is also a great time to try co-leading if
you have been thinking about getting
involved with our children but just
aren’t sure how.

(DT) is our Downtown Campus and (4C) is our Four Corners Campus — SEE BACK COVER

Sunday, May 5
The Cinco de Mayo
Potluck and
Silent Auction!
Join us for food, fellowship and our
biggest fundraiser of the year! There will
be amazing shopping and catch all the
excitement on Sunday, May 5th after the 11
am service in Fellowship Hall. Funds raised
are for our Youth Group’s summer mission
trips and Volunteers in Mission (VIM).
Helping those in need whether repairing
homes, feeding the homeless, teaching,
stocking pantries and more... this is where
you will find our youth and VIM.
Lots of items to bid on from baseball
tickets, summer camps, birthday parties,
wine tastings, baked goods, sports items,
cooking lessons, home cooked meals,
museum tickets, theatre tickets, pet sitting,
babysitting, professional organizing, ski
and snowboard lessons/packages, toys,
artwork, dance lessons, tubing, ziplining
and much much more!

If you have an item, service or gift cards
that you would like to donate for our
auction, please contact Becky Hill at
beckyhill_silentauction@aol.com
SilverSpringUMC.org
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OPERATIONS

OPERATIONS

Church Health: A Check-up

FY 19 BUDGETED REVENUE

BY ANDREW KIRKLAND
I oversee finance, buildings and grounds, stewardship, and day-to-day
operations of the church. Please connect with me to learn how you might
become engaged. I can be reached at: akirkland@silverspringumc.org

This past year we have dedicated many resources to improve
the financial and operational health of our church. While this
year of transition has highlighted many challenges that we face
together; we also have many things to celebrate.

$510,000

ANNUAL AMOUNT
PLEDGED BY SSUMC
MEMBERS, INCREASED

For example, we celebrate that the members of our church
answered the call — SSUMC pledges for 2019 increased
tremendously (this page).

$400,000

As we journey into 2019, it’s also important that our
community understand the operating budget. The two
charts (opposite page) illustrate the FY19 budget related
to REVENUE and EXPENSE.

FY
2019

As a recap, we have decreased the budget by $200,000 in
order balance the budget. This budget represents significant
reductions in staffing and ministry programs.

DID YOU KNOW?
I give great
thanks to the
finance, trustees,
stewardship,
and the entire
Administrative
board for their
commitment

We have
decreased
the budget by
$200,000 in
order balance
the budget.

$455,000

SAME

SAME

$28,965
RENTALS

GIVING

OTHER INCOME

This decrease in giving is a more accurate
projection based on previous year’s giving

$271,000

FY 19 BUDGETED EXPENSES

FY
2018

SALARIES

to the church
throughout 2018.
Each committee
has committed
countless hours to
ensure the financial

$382,089

BENEFITS & TAXES

$53,035

OCCUPANCY COST

$429,218.35

APPORTIONMENTS

$15,000

PROGRAMS

$41,650

OFFICE & BANKING

$87,982

and operational
health of the church.
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(DT) is our Downtown Campus and (4C) is our Four Corners Campus — SEE BACK COVER

SilverSpringUMC.org
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MUSIC MINISTRY

MEMBER NEWS

Lent & Easter Music Time

OUR MEMBERS DOING GOOD IN THE COMMUNITY

BY MARY ANN WILLOW
Please know you are always welcome to join any of our
music groups. If you have any questions, please email me
directly at: mawillow@silverspringumc.org

Sunday Worship

Good Friday

Easter Sunday

(DT, SANCTUARY)

(DT, SANCTUARY)

(DT)

March 17, 11am

Kuumba Singers of Harvard
College will share 15 minutes
of gospel music at the
beginning of our 11am service.

April 19, 7:30pm

Mozart Requiem and Good Friday
Liturgy Our SSUMC Choir will be
joined by singers from other area
choirs with orchestra, directed by
Nancia D’Alimonte who is director
of the NIH Philharmonia. Interested
singers are welcome to contact
Mary Ann Willow at (301)424-6523

April 21

6am – Sunrise service
music by the Praise Band on
the Front Lawn (Ga. Ave.)
9am✩ – Communion Service
music by the Praise Band in
the Sanctuary
11am – Traditional music
with choirs, bells, instrumental
ensemble and brass in
the Sanctuary

We’d love to have you
join us in one of our
many music groups.
Contact one of our
music leaders, today.

We are pleased to say that we almost
doubled the number of our campers from
our 1st year to our 2nd year.
We are already planning and preparing
for our 3rd summer.

Join us if you can.
Support us if you can.
Recommend us to those in need.
Visit us at: OutDoorStrong.org

Your regular shopping can support Silver Spring UMC
Here are two great, and easy, ways you can contribute financially to our church.
Through your everyday online purchases the church can receive additional and needed funds to help us fulfill our mission of
feeding all God’s people — body, mind and spirit. It’s a small percentage but think of how that adds up if we all participated!

Amazon Smile

Praise Band
Dan Genua (dgenua@gmail.com)
Youth & Children’s Bell Choir

Women’s Ensemble
Carole Whittam (carole.whittam@gmail.com)
Adult Bell Choir
Mary Kautz (mary.kautz@gmail.com)
Marilyn Parr (marilyn_parr@comcast.net)
Youth & Children’s Bell Choir
Chelsea Dorman (chelsea.dorman@gmail.com)
Susanne Nobles (susanne.nobles@gmail.com)
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This summer will mark the 3rd year
of OutDoor Strong, a program to get
at-risk middle school students active
and participating in their community.
This program was born from the idea
and leadership of Nancy Balph, SSUMC
member, and has been sponsored by
SSUMC.
So many happy faces in this photo
(right). Easily one of the hottest days of
the summer — a 2-mile walk after an
hour metro ride to do some clean up at the
Anacostia River — the entire day was just
one big adventure. This was one of many
field trips we did this past summer.
Our mainstay though is: great days
spent in the park, running, playing soccer,
basketball, softball and more.

DID YOU KNOW?

Chancel Choir — and Instrumentalists
Mary Ann Willow (mawillow@silverspringumc.org)

Children’s Choir
Melissa Polito (nmpolito@comcast.net)

OutDoor Strong
Summer 2018

Children’s Choir
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Instrumentalists

‘Benefit Mobile’ App

HOW IT WORKS

HOW IT WORKS

1. Go to smile.amazon.com

1. Download the app from Apple Store or Google Play.

2. Select “Silver Spring United Methodist
Church” as your beneficiary organization.

2. Link the app to your bank account or credit card

3. Then when you shop Amazon, simply go through smile.
amazon.com and shop as usual (NOTE: that means you need
to use a browser on your phone, and not the amazon app).

4. Then purchase electronic gift cards for over 100+
retailers, restaurants, grocery stores and online shopping.

BENEFIT TO SSUMC 0.5% of your purchase cost will be
donated back to SSUMC.

3. Select “Silver Spring United Methodist Church.”

BENEFIT TO SSUMC You can see in the app what
percentage is donated back to the church (1-20%
depending on the retailer).

(DT) is our Downtown Campus and (4C) is our Four Corners Campus — SEE BACK COVER

SilverSpringUMC.org
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MEMBER NEWS

MEMBER NEWS

Welcome to our
Newest Members
Natalie Alm and
Benjamin Chartoff
Natalie and Ben moved to the North Hills
area of Silver Spring in May after living
for 2 years in Lima, Peru (and previously
in DC and Syracuse). Natalie works in
international development and Ben in
data visualization for a DC nonprofit.
They enjoy themed dinner parties, board
games, and walks in Sligo Creek with
their “Peruvian terrier” Luna.

Stephanie Marienau Turpin
Stephanie has been attending Silver
Spring United Methodist for almost a year
and is excited to be making a membership commitment. She lives in the Forest
Glen neighborhood of Silver Spring with
her husband John, their four-year-old
daughter Junia, and their new baby boy
Henry. Stephanie works in international
development for a large global health
non-profit.

BIRTHS
2/4/19 Henry Marienau Turpin
(parents Stephanie and John)
BAPTISMS
Esther Jebakani Sathyanesan
(parents Aaron and Ange)
(12/30/18)
D E AT H S
Ruth Poe (1/15/19)
18

How can we
support you?
• Pastoral Emergency: Call (301) 458-0768
• List a Prayer Concern in the Bulletin:

Contact the church office (301) 587-1215
or admin@silverspringumc.org
• Schedule a Baptism or Wedding:
Contact Rev. Angela at
aflanagan@silverspringumc.org or
(301) 587-1215
• Meet with one of our pastors:
To schedule time with one of our
pastors directly, please find our
emails on pg 2 or you may call the
church office at (301) 587-1215
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If you, too, are
interested in
becoming a
member of Silver
Spring UMC,
please contact
Jen Kidwell or
Rev. Angela
Flanagan.
You can find our
staff contact
info on Page 2.
Also our WORSHIP
SERVICE TIMES
AND LOCATION
INFO is on the
back cover.

3/23 Our Next
Church Work Day
The next church work day
is scheduled for March 23
from 9am-12pm. The group
will be painting the Fellowship
Hall at the
downtown
campus!
This is a great chance to
pick up some more hours for
you Give-a-day challengers!

We’re (finally)
getting a new
Photo Directory!

Smile! It’s photo directory time — so we need you!
It’s hard to believe, but we haven’t had a pictorial directory
of SSUMC members since 2010. To help reflect our growing
and changing community, it’s time for an updated directory.
We look forward to having an updated directory that will help
each of us learn new names and get in touch with our fellow
siblings in Christ at SSUMC. This is yet another way that we
are building up — and getting to know — our community!

Q&A
Q: If I’ve changed
my pledge/gift
for 2019, is my
online autopay
automatically
updated — or
do I need to do
anything?
A: SSUMC does not have

access to change your giving
amounts. You will just need
to log into your acct and
update for January 2019.
Or for questions, contact
Andrew Kirkland, akirkland@
silverspringumcp.org

TWO EASY STEPS

1. Sign up for a time slot

(ONLINE, OR IN CHURCH)
Visit www.silverspringumc.org to sign up for
a time slot to have your picture taken one of
the following days. You will also be able to
sign up, Sundays at church.
March 5......... 2pm-8:30pm
March 6......... 12pm-6:30pm (Ash Wed)
March 7......... 2pm-8:30pm
March 15....... 2-8:30pm
March 16....... 10am-5pm
If there is enough demand, we will also
open slots on March 14. If your schedule is
flexible, we encourage you to sign up for
one of the first days (March 5-7).

2. Show up & smile.
That’s it! Everyone who participates will receive
a FREE 8x10 and a FREE copy of the directory.
There will also be an opportunity to purchase
a photo package if you so desire.
QUESTIONS? Contact Rev. Angela at aflanagan@silverspringumc.org
(DT) is our Downtown Campus and (4C) is our Four Corners Campus — SEE BACK COVER

Q: When are our
Easter services?
A: At our Downtown
Campus (8900 Ga. Ave)

6am Sunrise Service
9am Contemporary
11am Traditional
See page 3
for more
information

CHILDREN
& YOUTH
EVENTS

PG 9

Q: If I’m
out of town,
where can I find
our sermons?
A: Sermons are archived
on our website at:
SilverSpringumc.org/
worship/sermons

Or watch each week’s
sermon on Facebook live:

@SilverSpringUMC
SilverSpringUMC.org
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We are a movement of Christ’s love to the people
of Silver Spring, feeding all of God’s people—
body, mind, and spirit—so that no one goes hungry.

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Sunday Worship
AT OUR DOWNTOWN CAMPUS (DT)
9:30am (Chapel)

‘BEGINNINGS’ Contemporary Service

11:00am (Sanctuary)

TRADITIONAL Blended Service
Where to find our sermons?
SilverSpringUMC.org/worship/sermons
Watch Sunday mornings on Facebook LIVE

Our Locations
(DT) DOWNTOWN CAMPUS

OPPORTUNITIES & WORSHIP

Lent and Easter
AT D OW N TOW N ( DT ) C A M P U S
UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED

(DT)
(4C)
Ash Wednesday, March 6 12pm
+ 7:30pm
MEAL
SERVICE
Sundays during Lent 9:30am
+ 11am
Holy Thursday, April 18 6:30pm + 7:30pm
Good Friday, April 19 12pm + 7:30pm
Easter Sunday, April 21 6am + 9am + 11am

8900 Georgia Ave., Silver Spring, MD 20910
★ CHURCH OFFICE MO, TU, TH, FR (10a-3:30p)

(4C) FOUR CORNERS CAMPUS

33 University Blvd. E, Silver Spring, MD 20901

(301) 587-1215

www.SilverSpringUMC.org
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FOR LOCATIONS AND DETAILS
PLEASE SEE MORE INSIDE

WORSHIP Pg 3
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