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Home for Christmas?
BY REV. ANGELA FLANAGAN

Our culture, both secular and religious, tends to associate Christmas with a sense of “home.”
The cozy images of families coming together around a Christmas feast bring comfort and
excited anticipation to some and yet for others these images bring up feelings of loss and/
or anxiety. The truth is we don’t all have a “home” to which to retreat for iconic holiday
celebrations. This is one reason I am so glad that SSUMC offers a Blue Christmas Service—
an intentional and sacred space to name that sometimes the holidays are hard. We will offer
the Blue Christmas Service again this year on December 16 at 4pm. (CONT’D ON PAGE 9)
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Still Building Up Our Community
BY REV. ANGELA FLANAGAN

During this year in which we are focused on the theme of Building
Up Our Community, one of the goals has been to increase small group
participation (see page 17 for additional congregational goals). Small
groups are key ways for folks to build relationships with one another within the
church and to strengthen their relationship with God. This fall we celebrate that
over 100 people participated in small groups studying Unbinding Your Heart, a
book that seeks to give new meaning, life, and perhaps a second chance to the word
“evangelism.”
Throughout these small group discussions, we have had fruitful and
challenging conversations about what it looks like to be a faithful and vibrant
church community. The study asked us to consider what it looks like to nurture
a healthy and balanced commitment to growing in our relationship with God,
with one another inside the church, and with folks who are outside our church
community. Throughout these conversations, participants were invited to think
more intentionally about what role faith, church, joy, and ultimately Christ plays in
their lives. Do we know how to tell our story? Can we name what difference being a
Christian makes in our lives?
At Silver Spring UMC (SSUMC), we pride ourselves on being a welcoming
community. Visitors often provide feedback that we are indeed a church that
intentionally welcomes visitors and makes them feel at home. That is something to
celebrate! And yet we know that the need for welcome and inclusion starts before
people reach our doors and persists past that first, second, third visit. Unbinding
Your Heart helped us think meaningfully about the strengths and growing edges
of our church as we seek to live into this broader understanding of welcome and
sharing God’s love. Specifically, through the small
groups and worship, we thought more about
what it means to name and claim the meaning
we find in life with Christ. We thought more
about how we might extend an invitation to folks
who do not already have a connection with God.
What would it mean for them to experience the
hope, joy, meaning, love, and yes welcome that
we have found first and foremost in Christ and
by the power of the Holy Spirit mediated through
church community?
As we continue to seek to Build Up Our
Community, how is it that we might continue
CONGREGATIONAL
to expand that welcome even farther, helping
GOALS ( PG 17 )
welcome all not just to our space and worship but
into the full and rich life of community? Another
goal for the coming year of ministry together
(see page 17) is the development of a Welcome Team. One of the objectives of this
team is to develop and implement a more thorough and intentional visitor follow
up process. Welcoming folks to worship is a wonderful ministry. This team will
prayerfully think through how we as a congregation can take that next step, helping
folks connect in meaningful ways to God and each other. If you are interested in
being involved in the formation of the Welcome Team, please see Rev. Angela or
Council on Ministries Chair, David Renfro. I look forward to the ways in which we
as a congregation with the leadership of this new team can continue the faithful
work of deepening and broadening the welcome folks receive here at SSUMC.

...what it means
to name and
claim the
meaning we find
in life with Christ.
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Join the Music this Season
BY MARY ANN WILLOW
Please know you are always welcome to join any of our
music groups. If you have any questions, please email me
directly at: mawillow@silverspringumc.org

Singers! Bell ringers! Instrumentalists! Join
us as we celebrate Advent and Christmas.
Advent begins Sun, Dec 2 and continues
through Sun, Dec 23. Each worship service
will include music appropriate to the season.

SUN, DEC 16 Blue Christmas Service
4:00pm (DT, Chapel) Music by the Praise Band

SUN, DEC 23 All-Choirs Christmas Music
9:30 and 11:00am Identical services (DT, Sanctuary)
Music led by all of our music groups

MON, DEC 24 Christmas Eve
4:00pm Family Christmas Eve Service (DT, Sanctuary)
9:00pm Candlelight Communion Service (DT, Sanctuary)

SUN, DEC 30 Moravian Love Feast
9:30 and 11:00am Identical services (DT, Sanctuary)
The Love Feast, or Agape Meal, was begun in 1727 in Germany
by the Moravians. John Wesley experienced it in Savannah,
Georgia in 1728. It became an important part of early American
Methodism. Our family-friendly celebration will include informal
singing of Christmas carols (with spontaneous requests from the
congregation – especially from children and youth), statements of
thanksgiving, prayers and scripture (the congregation is welcome
to share favorite scripture verses). All of this will surround the
sharing of home-made Moravian Love Buns and juice or coffee.
Join us for this year-end celebration of our blessings!

SUN, JAN 6 Epiphany of the Lord
follow
us on
social!
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@SilverSpringUMC
@SS_UMC

9:30am Contemporary Communion service (DT, Chapel)
Music by the Praise Band
11:00am Traditional Communion service (DT, Sanctuary)
Music by the Chancel Choir
(DT) is our Downtown Campus and (4C) is our Four Corners Campus — SEE BACK COVER

We look forward to your participation in one of our
many music groups or in the congregation. Contact
one of our music leaders, we’d love to have you join us!
Chancel Choir — and Instrumentalists
Mary Ann Willow (mawillow@silverspringumc.org)
Praise Band
Dan Genua (dgenua@gmail.com)
Women’s Ensemble
Carole Whittam (carole.whittam@gmail.com)
Adult Bell Choir
Mary Kautz (mary.kautz@gmail.com)
Marilyn Parr (marilyn_parr@comcast.net)
Youth & Children’s Bell Choir
Chelsea Dorman (chelsea.dorman@gmail.com)
Susanne Nobles (susanne.nobles@gmail.com)
Children’s Choir
Melissa Polito (nmpolito@comcast.net)

SilverSpringUMC.org
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Children’s Sabbath Service
BY MARIE MATTHEWS
As the Director of Children and Family Ministries, I am excited to work with a team of staff and
volunteers to provide engaging education and fun programming for children birth through 5th grade
and their families. Have questions or ideas? Please reach out at mmatthews@silverspringumc.org

Our children
brought joy to the
service and it was
truly an inspiration!
As Rev. Angela stated, “In the last few
weeks, in worship and in our small
groups, we’ve been thinking about what a
difference it makes in our lives to follow
Jesus. Can we put into words why it is we
come to church? This week we’re talking
about ‘joy.’ How appropriate that this
chapter fell on this week when the kids
are leading us in worship because our kids
have a lot to teach us about joy.”
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The sermon was a conversation between
Rev. Angela and the kids. As a part of
the conversation, the kids were asked
‘when do they feel joy in church?’ Their
comments are below:
Ervin Stacy stated, “I look forward to
going to Sunday School—that brings me
joy! And I’m joyful about today because
I’m speaking, and the kids are in charge!”
Claire Sullivan stated, “Sunday School
makes me joyful, too. I really like that,
because then I don’t have to sit in the pew
for a long period of time. Sitting still is
kind of hard for me, so when we are in
worship, thank goodness for those craft
packs! I wish grownups could understand
that kids just want to have fun. Church

A D V E N T + C H R I S T M A S 2 0 1 8 | Silver Spring United Methodist Church (SSUMC) — ALL ARE WELCOME

can be fun and we’re showing you today
what it looks like to have fun in church!”
Ingrid Sullivan stated, “Yeah, I think God
wants us to have fun! It’s not all serious
all the time. Seeing my friends at church
makes me feel joy. And when I’ve done
something wrong, church helps me know
that God will forgive me.”
Bri Smith stated, “I like it when we get to
see a baby baptized at church. It brings me
joy. At home I like to baptize myself in the
sink. I take the water and say, ‘here comes
Jesus!’ and splash it on my head.”
Alice Siirila stated, “Joy is what relates to
Christ. It’s something we celebrate about
him. In church the call to worship makes
me joyful—it brings us into the Spirit.”

Bri went further to say,
“You can sing a song about
God to get God-joy, too. In
choir we sing a song and
it brings God joy, and it
brings us joy. We can also
get God-joy by praying.
We can say “dear Lord we
love you!”
And Ingrid added,
“Sometimes I have soccer games
on Sunday, but I’d rather go to church
because it takes my mind off my worries.
I think other people need God-joy but
not everyone has it.”
Special blessings were added to the service
with singing by the children’s choir; the

(DT) is our Downtown Campus and (4C) is our Four Corners Campus — SEE BACK COVER

ringing
of bells by the children’s
bell choir; a skit on Jesus blessing the
children; and our 3rd grade students
receiving their Bibles. Way to go all
SSUMC kids that participated.
You are AWESOME!

SilverSpringUMC.org
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‘Learning
to Use My
Bible’ class

Unbinding Your Heart Follow up
— BY JEN KIDWELL —

I

t was such a joy for me to participate in small group conversations with many of
the Unbinding Your Heart groups I got to visit this fall. I was so moved by how
many people participated with enthusiasm, wrestling with subjects that were
sometimes uncomfortable, committing to pray together and for each other, and
thinking deeply about the web of connections that bolster healthy churches.
The study was about evangelism; about the energy that emanates out of thriving
congregations where people care about each other and seek God together, and
about what happens when we practice faith intentionally, together. While we will
be continuing to gather feedback, at this point, we expect that there will be a few major areas
in which we can already invest the energy that these groups created.

Learn more at

silverspringumc.org

This year’s Trick-or-Treat
for Unicef Raised $ 111 !

THank you!

AND CONGRATULATIONS MS. MARIE!

Congratulations to Ms. Marie who graduated in October from KIDMIN Academy with a Diploma in Children’s Ministry. KIDMIN
Academy is designed to educate, empower, train and equip those who minister to children and families for life-changing
ministry. While ministry to children and families is important, it’s also quite challenging. Continued training is important. Ms.
Marie says that, “It was a lot of work for her and very time consuming since she did this on her personal time, but it was really
worth it. To her, ministry to children and families is the most critical and important ministry in the world”. The spiritual lives of
children are a priority for her and that is why she has been active in children’s ministry for 20 plus years. Way to go Ms. Marie!
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1. Prayer

2. Connection

Through this study, many of you
explored news ways to pray, tried
prayer exercises that may have
pulled you out of your comfort
zone, and were challenged to set up
an intentional prayer practice for
yourselves. This has been fruitful,
with many of you asking for more
opportunities to pray together, more
suggestions for how to pray, and
more accountability for establishing
prayer practices that are meaningful
and life-giving, but are challenging
to stick with. Look for all of these
things in the coming months,
and pray about
		
how you could
		
be involved!

One of the most frequent comments
I received is that participants
enjoyed getting to know others in
the church, making connections,
and expanding your circles of
people whose faith journeys you
are learning. We come to church
in part to receive grace from God
— often through others — but also
to sometimes be that instrument
of grace for others. Stay tuned for
more fellowship opportunities to
gather and nurture these and other
relationships.
3. More small groups!
For some of you, a 6-week
commitment feels about right. And
that is just fine! We’ll hit you up
to join another group when we try
something like this in the future!

Others of you have been wanting
this kind of opportunity for a
while. While we will continue to
offer the groups that are staff-led,
be prepared for some organizing
of groups with rotating leaders/
conveners from the congregation
— whether they meet in homes or
in the church. I will be working
with others to put together a menu
of recommended devotions or
studies to organize your time, and
also presenting models for groups
that want to focus on sharing and
reflecting during the meeting time
and may want to devote less time
to reading and studying throughout
the week.
4. Welcome Team
See the Pastor’s Page (page 2) to
learn more about the formation of
this new team.

These are just a few of the ideas we have for how we can continue to build on the good work that you all
did during this study. As always, I look forward to the unexpected ways the Spirit will move in our midst.
(DT) is our Downtown Campus and (4C) is our Four Corners Campus — SEE BACK COVER

SilverSpringUMC.org
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Groups & Gatherings
2019 Confirmation
Confirmation 2019 starts January 13! All

More events for
Young adults

middle schoolers who have not yet been
confirmed are invited to participate.
Class is at 9:30am on Sunday mornings
this year. Please note that we try to rotate
times from year to year to accommodate
the busy schedules of our youth. We need
adult confirmation mentors. No teaching
required; we just need a willingness to
explore stories and traditions of faith
together with some great middle schoolers.
(Oh, and Safe Sanctuaries training.)

The bi-monthly parenting group is on the
road. On the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of
the month, you can find this small group
of young families playing in a park or
meeting up at a home. As always, folks
on parental leave or who are working
from home for any season are welcome,
with or without your kiddos. Contact Jen
(jkidwell@silverspringumc.org) to be
added to the email list.

Adult
Sunday School

Our Young Adult Potluck was a blast
in October. A big thanks to Rev. Angela
for hosting and providing a space for us
to laugh, enjoy good food, and make
connections. We heard from you that
you all want more events like this, so stay
tuned for other opportunities to connect
and invest some friendship energy in your
church buddies, old and new.

The Adult Sunday School class (9:4510:45am, DT Library) will continue to
meet throughout this season. will be
starting a study on Ecclesiastes in the
new year, after wrapping up a study on
“When bad things happen to good people”
(Harold H. Kushner). New attendees
are always welcome!

Study Groups
Monday Night
The Monday Night Study Group (7-9pm,
Parlor) will be studying Journey to the
Manger, by Paula Gooder, for Advent and
then our seminary intern, Jared Lorraine,
will be leading a 6 week study on Job,
starting in mid-January.

Women’s Bible Study
Women’s Bible Study (Thursdays 10-11am,
DT Parlor) will be resuming our reading
of women author’s and theologians. In
Advent, we’ll look at a text by British
theologian Paula Gooder, and then
continue in January by reading her most
recent book on Phoebe, the Apostle Paul’s
partner in ministry.
8

Work Day helpers!

This is such good news. No
matter our relationship with
our human family, whether
we have somewhere to go
“home” to or not, even as we
acknowledge the ways that
we too have not made room
for Jesus... Emmanuel — God
with us — comes anyway.

to grow in the ways in which
we are intentionally creating
a home for the home-less
(including, but not limited to,
the unhoused). I invite you to
see page 17 for some of the
next steps we are taking as a
church to broaden and deepen
our mission of welcome.

This fall we have spent a
lot of time thinking about
our church as our home.
As children of God, we are
siblings in Christ. And that
relationship comes with all of
the blessings, challenges, and
complexities of any family.
Living in intentional community
is hard work. But it is holy
work. As a church, we continue

As we walk through Advent,
we prepare our hearts, our
spirits, and even our homes
for the coming of the Christ
child once more. In church,
we prepare by adorning our
sanctuary and bringing gifts
for the angel tree. Let us also
prepare by reaching out to
those in our lives who may
be struggling this Christmas.

Invite them to the Blue
Christmas service. Invite them
to Christmas dinner. Invite
them to hear the good news
of God making God’s home
with us on Christmas Eve.
God is inviting us to share in
this home-making work so
that all might know the joy
and promise of God-with-us.
May this season be one of
prayerful reflection on how
it is that we are making room
for Christ in our own lives,
reclaiming the world as God’s
home, and mimicking God’s
spirit of hospitality in making
room in our church home and
community for all.

BY SHANNON PARKIN, SSUMC MEMBER

The doctor’s report read
25 letters in these four words:
“Depression in Full Remission”
It seems such a simple way to
end a storm that has lasted 35 years
A storm that affected me most directly,
but also each and every person
with whom I interacted.

Calling all ladies!
Join us on February
2 from 10am-12pm

AND NEW YEAR 20I9!

While Christmas TV specials
may continue to tie this
idyllic sense of home with the
Christmas season, as people
of faith we claim a different
narrative. The story of Jesus’
birth holds in juxtaposition
the ideas of home and
homelessness. Luke 2 recounts
that there was no room in the
inn for the holy family. The rest
of the gospel spells out how
we humans made no room for
the adult Jesus either. And yet,
Christmas is fundamentally a
story of God making a home
with us anyway. God chose to
become one of us, to take on
human vulnerability, to reclaim
all creation as God’s home.

( CONT’D FROM COVER )

25 letters

Ladies Who Brunch
Intergenerational
Women’s Tea
(DT, Fellowship
Hall) to spend some
cozy time with tea,
baked treats, and
other women from
SSUMC. We all lead
such busy lives that it can be hard to
get to know each other, even though we
might have been worshiping together for
years! Come and enjoy the company of
old friends and new, and celebrate the
power and joy in our stories. Child care
provided. (In case of inclement weather,
February 9 is our back-up date).

Home for Christmas?

Great ideas in our Small Groups
Thanks to a recommendation from a new family
at the church, we now have a subscription to
Wired Word, a weekly Bible study/small group
curriculum that uses interesting and possibly
obscure stories in the week’s news to spark
conversations about how to apply the Bible and
our faith. It’s available for any group who would
like to try it. Contact me, Jen, and I’ll forward it
each week (jkidwell@silverspringumc.org).
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What has ended the storm?
Thousands of pills: anti-depressants,
Selective Serotonin Reuptake
Inhibitors,
ingested over all those years?
Countless Hours of therapy?
These are effective for so many
Perhaps they have made a difference
for me, and kept me alive.
I believe Gratitude delivered through
God’s Grace is the single factor that has
most shown me the continuing light

offered through Life.
Talking with someone whose life is
more limited
than mine allows me to realize that my
pain is relative.
If someone with little family in a
wheelchair can announce
on a daily basis, “Keep Hope Alive”,
how can I choose to do anything but
Hug Hope to my chest,
and kiss Dreams on the forehead?
Gratitude has laid down the pavement
steps for me
to find the Grace of the Holy Sprit that
shines through most any situation.
Is it always easy?
No, but seeking first to find the light
blue
in the sky has dispelled so many dark
clouds. Gratitude has
been the lightning rod, redirecting the

(DT) is our Downtown Campus and (4C) is our Four Corners Campus — SEE BACK COVER

painful jolts reality can bring.
Saying Thanks has led me to accept to
accept His Grace providing a fresh Lens
on World.
Thank you for the ability to hear the
birds chirp,
to share hugs and truly talk with our
children.
Thank for the opportunity to walk
forward with
the knowledge that someone far greater
than I
always has my back with the hope that
I might share
that knowledge with others, most
especially our children.
Thank you to someone far greater than
I for Kids,
for Hugs,
for Gratitude
and God's Abundant Grace.

SilverSpringUMC.org
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All persons are sacred

Special called General Conference

February 23-26 2019

BY REV. MICHELE JOHNS

St. Louis, Missouri

For any matters relating to visitation and/or
Reconciling Ministries or if you have any questions, please
email me directly at: mjohns@silverspringumcp.org

6th Anniversary of Being a
Reconciling Congregation
On November 4, 2012, at our annual
Charge Conference, what was then Silver
Spring Cooperative Parish, now Silver
Spring UMC, adopted this bold Welcome
Statement:

“The Silver Spring Cooperative Parish
believes that having open hearts,
open minds and open doors means
we are called to share God’s welcome
with all people. We are a community
where believers, seekers and doubters
of every race, ethnicity, age, ability,
socioeconomic status, gender identity
and sexual orientation are valued as
beloved children of God. We believe
that Jesus taught of God’s love and
acceptance for all, which we seek to
embody through our actions, prayers,
service, witness and discipleship.
All are welcome here.”

Since then we work to be faithful
to God’s call on our congregation to
follow God and speak up and out in
our church and community of God’s
wide welcome to all. This has included
writing a marriage policy that is inclusive,
using a baptism liturgy that is inclusive,
creating “Beyond Reconciling,” a group
that meets monthly (Fall – Summer)
for fellowship, education, and strategic
action, participating in events organized
by BWARM (Baltimore/Washington
Area Reconciling Methodists), and
participating in the annual DC Pride
Parade.
On November 11, 2018 Silver Spring
UMC celebrated our anniversary of being
a Reconciling Congregation in worship
and after church with our Beyond
Reconciling group.
The work continues. God continues to
call us to faithfulness – to speak up and
speak out as people of faith who believe
in a God who loves and welcomes us all.

February 2019
is Coming
As many of you are aware, the
United Methodist Church will have
a Special Called General Conference in St.
Louis, Missouri, February 23-26, 2019. General
Conferences of the UMC are usually held
every four years. But this Special Called
General Conference is to receive the
report from the Commission on a Way
Forward, based on recommendations
from the Council of Bishops, and for
those gathered to vote on and act on
a way forward for the denomination
regarding human sexuality.
Since 1972 the people of the United
Methodist Church have been in
disagreement with one another about
if persons who are openly in samesex relationships should be allowed to
serve as clergy in the denomination.
At the regular General Conference of
2016, the Bishops called for a group
to work together to determine how or

if we can move ahead
as a denomination, with
a focus on strengthening
the unity of the church. The
Commission on a Way Forward was
created, made up of 32 individuals from
all over the world.
SSUMC is a Reconciling Church which
means we believe, based on scripture
and our faith, that all persons are of
sacred worth. That persons who are
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and
queer are created in the image of God
just like straight, cisgender persons.
As a Reconciling Church we are part
of the Reconciling Ministries Network,
a coalition of churches and groups that
share the belief that we are all children
of God, inclusive of sexual orientation
and gender identity.
The Judicial Council of the UMC, which
is like the denomination’s Supreme

We do not know what will happen at
this special called General Conference in
February 2019. It might be that decisions

I believe that we are all children of God, all beloved, all precious.

WHAT YOU CAN DO

HELPFUL WEBSITES

❑ Pray, pray, pray, pray! United Methodists across the world are praying at 2:23–2:26 daily (AM and/or PM). This time represents the
dates of Special Called General Conference – February 23–26. Pray for God’s movement in our denomination on every continent, in
every heart and mind and soul. Pray for yourself and for SSUMC. Pray for persons who identify as LGBTQ+ and those close to them.
Pray for God to guide you in this time — how is God calling you to live your faith?

Silver Spring UMC — silverspringumc.org

❑ Educate yourself on what is happening. Keep connected to SSUMC and seek your own information about what is happening.
Attend Beyond Reconciling meetings (Second Sunday of the month).

Court, met in late October 2018 to rule
on the constitutionality of the various
plans from the Commission On a Way
Forward. The court ruled that the One
Church Plan (which allows individual
churches/clergy to make decisions about
same-sex weddings and individual annual
conferences to decide about ordination of
LGBTQ+ persons) largely constitutional.
The court found that the Traditional
Plan (which would seek to broaden
and strengthen the enforcement of
discrimination against LGBTQ+ persons)
had some significant challenges before
it would pass the constitutionality test.
While amendments could still be made to
make the Traditional Plan constitutionally
viable, this judicial ruling is a small
victory in a season in which we should
celebrate any and all signs of hope.

United Methodist News Service — umnews.org
Reconciling Ministries — rmnetwork.org
Baltimore-Washington Annual Conference — bwcumc.org

❑ Ask questions! There is a lot going on, many moving parts, and it is hard to keep up! Know you can ask me and Rev. Angela
for clarification about what is going on.

United Methodist Queer Clergy Caucus — umqcc.org

❑ Nurture your soul. Read scripture. Connect with others at SSUMC. Strengthen your mind and body and soul.

Hacking Christianity — hackingchristianity.net/blog
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are made that make our denomination
more inclusive, more welcoming of
all. It might be that decisions are made
that make our denomination more
exclusive, more discriminatory. It also
could be that nothing happens — that
after the gathering that there are no
decisions made and we remain as we
are, essentially in a “don’t ask, don’t tell”
practice.
Whatever decisions are made or not
made, the journey to this special called
General Conference, and beyond it, will
impact us all. As one of your pastors, and
as one living openly in violation of the
rules of the UMC, I am both concerned
and at peace. Because whatever decisions
are made or not made, I believe that
we are all children of God, all beloved,
all precious, all judged for our actions
and inactions and not for our sexual
orientation or gender identity. I hold each
of you in my heart and in my prayers
especially during this time where so
much politically — inside and outside

DATES TO REMEMBER
DEC 2 OUR BISHOP’S DAY ON REGION

3pm (North Bethesda UMC) Opportunity for laity and
clergy to hear from the bishop and ask questions.

DEC 8 NEXT BEYOND RECONCILING GATHERING

12:15pm (DT, Fellowship Hall) Rev. Taylor Walters Denyer

JAN 13 BEYOND RECONCILING GATHERING

12:15pm (DT, Fellowship Hall)

FEB 23-26 SPECIAL CALLED GENERAL CONFERENCE

(St. Louis, Missouri)

SilverSpringUMC.org
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Give-A-Day
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Starting a new year often prompts us to reflect on
the year that has passed and rethink our priorities
as we head into the fresh start of a new year. As we
begin 2019, SSUMC’s Council on Ministries invites
you to participate in our Give-A-Day challenge.
As we seek to build up our community throughout this year, we
are being intentional about how we are growing in discipleship
individually and collectively as a congregation. Every time new
members join the church we recommit with them to support the
ministries of the church with our prayers, our presence, our gifts,
our witness, and our service. In this coming New Year, 2019, we

are asking folks to take a step of faith — commit to giving 24 hours
of service in the first six months of 2019. That works out to roughly

one hour a week, but it could also mean participating in a longer
event just once a month.

Our annual Worship-on-the-Lawn
tradition continued this year

It was a great opportunity to be more visible in our
community — we were on the Georgia Avenue side
— sharing our people, our spirit, and our worship.
The warm weather did get to our video recording
equipment, but it was not enough to stop the Spirit!
We even welcomed visitors who had noticed our
gathering, and joined us. All truly ARE welcome here.

DID YOU KNOW?
SSUMC church members have signed
the back of our #BlackLivesMatter
banner to reaffirm our support and
commitment to this movement

There are some folks who give more than this already, but for
many this is a faith and logistical stretch. Our time is valuable —
it seems to many of us we never have enough of it! Just as we think
about our commitment to pledge or tithe to the church with our
financial gifts, it is important to think through how we give of our
time as well. Jesus often calls us out of our comfort zone and to
give sacrificially. What would it look like for you to give one day in
service to God, with your church family, for the building up of our
community? Yes, you can serve a need, but more than that you can

grow in your relationship to God, to our church and to our larger
community.
There will be opportunities advertised throughout the first half of
the year of how to achieve your hours. Service opportunities can fit
any schedule and skill set. You can serve at the food pantry, come
to a church work day, volunteer in the church office, teach Sunday
School, go as a chaperone on a youth retreat, serve as an usher,
volunteer to write and apply for a grant, help set up for a church
event, etc. Stay tuned for how we will track these hours and

how we will celebrate those who have faithfully completed the
give-a-day challenge.
Just imagine. If everyone in our church were to participate, how
might God be at work in new ways among us? Together we are
building up our community for the mission God has set before us,
to be that movement of Christ’s love feeding all God’s people—
body, mind, and spirit—so that no one goes hungry.
12
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YOUTH MINISTRIES

YOUTH MINISTRIES

t
o
l
e
l
o
h
w
a
’s
e
Ther
going on!
BY JEN KIDWELL

I oversee our youth, young adult, and adult discipleship programs. If you’re
interested in learning more, or in exploring membership here, I’d love to hear
from you! I can be reached at: jkidwell@silverspringumc.org

come join us!

This past Fall

The Youth Group
This fall has been a chance for the group
to reconnect and plan for the coming year!
The group enjoyed our yearly hayride on
the first perfect day of Fall, served up some
spaghetti and supported vendors doing
good work around the world, and patiently
tolerated my attempts at crafting and
conversation. We had a great conversation
about social media and data mining in
response to The Truman Show, and we
worshiped together and prayed together
and sat with each other in the midst of
reflecting on the large dose of crazy in the
world. We spent a morning at the Choice
Pantry and are looking forward to helping
out again at A Wider Circle on Dec. 2.
As always, we thank the volunteers and
congregation for their support of these
youth and our programs.

Events during

Summer

The Advent and winter season holds
many exciting events for us as well! The
Progressive Dinner (Dec. 9) has become a
staple of holiday cheer for us, and we’ll take
our Unplugged Worship Service on the
road and try out an evening Advent
worship service on December 16. We’ll
organize the Souper Bowl of Caring
Fundraiser to benefit the Choice
Pantry (Feb. 3), send 8th graders and
high schoolers to the ROCK retreat
(Feb. 8-10), and organize our very
own lock-in (date TBD).

Summer mission trips are scheduled!
Middle schoolers will be gleaning for a day
with Harvest of Hope and then enjoying
a day at the beach (July 12-15). The 8th
grade and
up mission
trip will be to
Good Works in
Coatesville, PA.

Advent & Christmas

Acollaborative project from our
September Youth Worship Service.

14
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Ephesians 4:1

Mission Trips

Spaghetti Lunch
(DT) is our Downtown Campus and (4C) is our Four Corners Campus — SEE BACK COVER
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OPERATIONS

Your Dedication is Showing
BY ANDREW KIRKLAND
I oversee finance, buildings and grounds, stewardship, and day-to-day
operations of the church. Please connect with me to learn how you might
become engaged. I can be reached at: akirkland@silverspringumc.org

Thank you all for your commitment and dedication to our church. We have accomplished a lot over this past year — building on the
church’s work of years past. As we continue to journey together, the church remains committed to increasing our transparency. With
that in mind, on October 14, we held a second all-church meeting to provide the church community with an update on our financial
health and a big-picture summary of the FY 19 budget.
As promised, our updated giving chart is below. We should celebrate that giving has slightly increased in that month of September.
Thank you to those of you who answered the call — providing an additional financial gift to the church.

Did You Know?

Your regular shopping can
support Silver Spring UMC
Here are two great, and easy, ways you can contribute
financially to SSUMC with your everyday online purchases:

1 Amazon Smile
HOW IT WORKS
1. Go to smile.amazon.com

2018 MONTHLY GIVING — NEEDED vs. ACTUAL GIVING

3. Then when you shop Amazon, simply go through smile.amazon.com and
shop as usual (NOTE: that means you need to use a browser on your phone,
and not the amazon app).

$63,884

$70K
$60K

$39,863

$50K

BENEFIT TO SSUMC 0.5% of your purchase cost will be donated back to
SSUMC. It’s a small percentage but think of how that adds up if we all make
our Amazon purchases this way. All it takes is typing an extra “smile.”

$40K
$30K
$20K

$34,862

$32,905

$36,811

$35,733

$29,167
$26,627

$10K

NEEDED 2018 GIVING

$28,476

ACTUAL 2018 GIVING

$0

JAN

FEB

MAR

APR

2. Select “Silver Spring United Methodist
Church” as your beneficiary organization.

MAY

JUN

JUL

AUG

SEPT

OCT

NOV

DEC

2 NEW! ‘Benefit Mobile’ App
HOW IT WORKS
1. Download app from Apple Store or Google Play.

The proposed budget will reduce expenses by $200,000 with
the significant reductions in salaries with the voluntary
salary reductions of my salary and Rev. Angela’s salary.
Additionally, we have reduced the church programs budget
by $40,000. This reduction will affect several ministry
programs that have been traditionally offered in years past.

Proposed FY 19 budget
▼ = DECREASE from FY 18 budget
▲ = INCREASE from FY 18 budget

Salaries $382,089 ▼

While, reducing the budget will change some of our
traditions, we will make it through. And as a community
of believers, we are asking you to join the #AllIn movement
to help our church achieve its goals.

Benefits & taxes $53,035▲
Occupancy cost $429,218▲

Here are a few ways that you can help:
Apportionments $15,000▼
Programs $41,650▼
Office & banking expense $87,982▼
16
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$4,000
POSITIVE

1. PRAY for the church and the process.
2. INCREASE your own monthly giving to the church.
3. VOLUNTEER your fundraising, marketing, and
grant-writing skills.
I firmly believe that our church community will rise to
the challenge. And with God all things are possible.
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2. Link the app to your bank account (or credit card
— but bank account yields better profit to SSUMC).
3. Select “Silver Spring United Methodist Church” as your beneficiary.
4. Then purchase electronic gift cards for over 100+ retailers, restaurants,
grocery stores and online shopping (Best Buy, Carnival Cruises, Chipotle,
CVS, iTunes, Old Navy, Panera, Safeway, Southwest Airlines, Target, Whole
Foods, and so many more). The ‘cards’ are stored on your app and can be
scanned at the register. You can even download the gift cards while at the
store and use it right away. Or email a gift card to someone as a gift!
BENEFIT TO SSUMC You can see in the app what percentage is donated
back to the church (1-20% depending on the retailer). By using this app to
purchase cards to use for your everyday shopping you are supporting the
church. It’s that easy.

So, in this coming holiday season, and your everyday shopping, we
hope you will commit to using these programs. They require some simple
changes in our shopping habits, but they remain an easy way for the
church to receive additional and needed funds to help us fulfill our mission
of feeding all God’s people — body, mind and spirit. Happy shopping!
(DT) is our Downtown Campus and (4C) is our Four Corners Campus — SEE BACK COVER

( CONT’D FROM PG 2: PASTOR’S PAGE)

Congregational Goals
1. Prioritize Mission Leadership—staff
and volunteer—will foster and sustain
a laser-like focus on our mission
and values as a faith community so
that the congregation as a whole
prioritizes and grounds our identity
in our mission, values, and people.
2. Increase Small Group Participation
By the end of 2019, we will engage
130 people in small groups that meet
weekly for intentional discipleshipbuilding.
3. Improve Financial Accountability
By the end of 2019, develop and
implement a three-year balanced and
sustainable budget.
4. Grow Stewardship By the end of
2019, increase communication
to the congregation regarding the
importance of giving, working
towards creating a culture of
stewardship. Develop and implement
a three-year plan to increase giving
by 5 percent above budgeted giving
each year.
5. Develop Welcome Team By the end
of 2019, develop, grow and sustain
a hospitality/welcome team to create
a more comprehensive approach
in our welcoming of all people and
integration of new visitors/members
into the full life of the congregation.
6. Foster Healthy Transitions Through
this season of decisions, transitions,
and change in our church and
denomination, leadership—staff
and volunteer—will faithfully walk
with our congregation in a healthy,
intentional, compassionate way giving
attention to diverse representation on
decision making bodies, spiritual care
of those affected by change, and open
and honest communication with the
congregation.

SilverSpringUMC.org
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MEMBER NEWS

MEMBER NEWS

Welcome to our
Newest Members
Sarah Brand is a
writer and a research
associate at a health
economic consulting
firm. She is originally
from Knoxville, TN.
Patsy Brannon
moved back to Rockville upon retiring as a
Professor of Nutrition
at Cornell University.
She and her spouse,
Wes Buchanan, met playing competitive duplicate
bridge in 1980 and have returned to the duplicate
bridge table with a strong interest in becoming not
only good bridge players, but also Life Masters. She
has a deep and abiding interest in faith in action in
social justice, ministry with homeless and hungry
and LBGTQI+ inclusion in the UMC.

Rev.s Bruce and Kathy Barden

share:
This picture really sums up our lives and our family as
well. It was taken at our 50th anniversary celebration,
three years ago, at Casowasco Retreat and Conference
Center, on one of Central New York's beautiful Finger
Lakes. We were campers here as children and youth,
as were our daughter and son, we directed camps and
retreats here over 40 + years of ministry, (as did both
our children as staff members) and we raised money
for it's Capital Campaign! Bruce's woodworking skills
have been used there and I've recently been to a quilting retreat there. Our son's ashes reside there in the
Lakeside Columbarium, as will our own. Casowaco
has given us both roots and wings. It tells “our story.”

I would like to thank this congregation for responding to the call for help with the
SSUMC Choice Pantry. The response came in one weekend and with abundance.
I want to express my immense gratitude for those who reached out and offered to
help in this remarkably rewarding ministry. Every pantry we serve approximately 40
families within East Montgomery County. Each of those families is dependent on
services provided through this ministry. Many families depend on this ministry to get
through the next month. Without the help of this congregation, we cannot provide
the fresh produce, meat, bread and canned goods to the clients. I am grateful
to every one of you who have supported this ministry in some way and have fed
members of our community. — Megan O’Connor (acting Choice Pantry Coordinator)
I want to extend a note of gratitude to SSUMC for the response to my sermon on
September 23 when I came out as bisexual to the congregation. Both the signs of
love and support and the fact that it has really been a non-issue are a testament to
exactly what I preached—SSUMC is a special place that is sacred ground for so many
people. I am grateful that we can all bring our full selves to be in ministry in this place
together. If you were not here and would like to hear the sermon, it is available on
both the church website and Facebook page. Thank you for being you, SSUMC.
— Rev. Angela Flanagan

Rev. Judy Sherk

served as a local church pastor
for 29 years in the Northern Illinois Conference,
where she is still a
member. She retired
last July and moved
to Silver Spring to
be near her son and
daughter-in-law Dan
and Kim Sherk and
new grandson David.
She has 2 other
married sons and
another grandson,
Alex Sherk.

Notes
of Joy &
Gratitude
to SSUMC

Frank Hamel and Gina Davis are thrilled to
join (or re-join for Gina) the church where they were
married (Spring, 2018). Gina was an active member
at Marvin Memorial UMC when she attended with her
mother, and she and Frank are happy to have found a
church home together. Gina plays bass in the praise band.

Other new members we are so pleased to welcome into the SSUMC family are:
Elaine and Gene Rich, Stephen Willson, Andrew Clark, Erin Anderson
If you, too, are interested in becoming a member of Silver Spring UMC,
please contact Jen Kidwell or Rev. Angela Flanagan (see our contact info on Page 2).

BIRTHS
Lucy Alexandra Crowell 10/10/18 (Child of Lindsay and Evan Crowell)
BAPTISMS
Wesley Boyd-DiPrima 9/30/18 (Child of Erin Boyd-DiPrima and Michael DiPrima)
Patricia Jane Zogby 10/7/18 (Child of Matthew and Joy Zogby)
D E AT H S
Grace Fritz 9/2/18
John Langland 9/28/18

How can we support you?
• Pastoral Emergency: Call (301) 458-0768
• List a Prayer Concern in the Bulletin: Contact the church office (301) 587-1215 or admin@silverspringumc.org)
• Schedule a Baptism or Wedding: Contact Rev. Angela at aflanagan@silverspringumc.org or (301) 587-1215
• Meet with one of our pastors: To schedule time with one of our pastors directly, please find our emails on pg 2

or you may call the church office at (301) 587-1215
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Q&A
Q: When are our
2018 Christmas
services?
A: See back cover of this
Messenger — and be sure
to follow us on Facebook
or Twitter for updates.

Q: If I’ve changed
my pledge/gift
for 2019, is my
online autopay
automatically
updated — or
do I need to do
anything?
A: SSUMC does not have

access to change your giving
amounts. You will just need
to log into your acct and
update for January 2019.
Or for questions, contact
Andrew Kirkland, akirkland@
silverspringumcp.org

Q: If I’m out of
town, where can I
find our sermons?
A: Sermons are archived
on our website at:
SilverSpringumc.org/
worship/sermons

Or watch each week’s
sermon on Facebook live:

@SilverSpringUMC

SilverSpringUMC.org
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We are a movement of Christ’s love to the people
of Silver Spring, feeding all of God’s people—
body, mind, and spirit—so that no one goes hungry.

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Sunday Worship
AT OUR DOWNTOWN CAMPUS
9:30am (Chapel)

Advent&Christmas
PLEASE JOIN US
ALL ARE WELCOME!

‘BEGINNINGS’
Contemporary Service

11:00am (Sanctuary)
TRADITIONAL
Blended Service
Where to find our sermons?
SilverSpringUMC.org/worship/sermons
Watch Sunday mornings on Facebook LIVE

Our Locations
(DT) DOWNTOWN CAMPUS

8900 Georgia Ave., Silver Spring, MD 20910

(4C) FOUR CORNERS CAMPUS

33 University Blvd. E, Silver Spring, MD 20901

(301) 587-1215

www.SilverSpringUMC.org

Dec 2

Live Nativity
4-6pm (DT Front Lawn)

Dec 9

Christmas Play — 4pm (DT Sanctuary)

Dec 9

Youth progressive dinner
6pm (Homes of Youth Families)

Dec 16 Blue Christmas — 4pm (DT Chapel)
Dec 23 All-Choirs Christmas Music (DT Sanctuary)
9:30 and 11am
Dec 24 Christmas Eve Worship (DT Sanctuary)
4pm Family and 9pm Traditional
Dec 30 Moravian Love Feast
(DT Sanctuary)
9:30 and 11:00am

GET UPDATES ONLINE:

Advent&Christmas
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ALL ARE WELCOME!
PLEASE JOIN US
Dec 2

Live Nativity
4-6pm (DT Ga. Ave. Front Lawn)

Dec 9

Christmas Play — 4pm (DT Sanctuary)

Dec 9

Youth progressive dinner
6pm (Homes of Youth Families)

Dec 16

Blue Christmas — 4pm (DT Chapel)

Dec 23 All-Choirs Christmas Music (DT Sanctuary)
9:30 and 11am
Dec 24 Christmas Eve Worship (DT Sanctuary)
4pm Family and 9pm Traditional
Dec 30 Moravian Love Feast
(DT Sanctuary)
9:30 and 11:00am

Silver Spring United Methodist Church (SSUMC)
(DT) is our Downtown Campus and (4C) is our Four Corners Campus — SEE BACK COVER FOR LOCATION INFO
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GET UPDATES ONLINE:

Tis the season !
Thanksgiving Food Drive
In November, our church family once again showed its overwhelming generosity to support our children’s Mission Mania! program. In the weeks leading up
to Thanksgiving, church members, staff, friends and guests donated non-perishable food items and grocery store gift cards to help families in need. These
items were collected in a festive booth located in the Narthex. The Thanksgiving baskets were given to one of our smart sacks schools and a Montgomery
County agency. A heartfelt “thank you” to everyone who donated food, gift cards, and time in support of this worthy project. In this and many other ways,
the Silver Spring UMC continues to live out its mission to feed all of God’s people — body, mind and spirit — so that no one goes hungry.

Angel Tree And
Hat & Mitten Tree

Nov 26–Dec 9
(Narthex & Chapel)

Our Angel Tree tradition continues!
SSUMC has been supporting an Angel
Tree outreach project for many years now,
most recently through a Montgomery
County organization called Hearts and
Homes for Youth (HHY).
Since 1964, they have
sheltered, counseled,
and advocated
for about 33,000
troubled young
people (from
birth to young
adulthood; victims of abuse,
neglect, abandonment, and emotional
turmoil). Each year HHY tries to meet the
holiday dreams of about 135 children
and adolescents. HHY cares for them in
group and foster homes, independent
living apartments, a program for pregnant
and parenting teens, and a workforce
development program
We also support Hat &
Mitten Trees to collect
winter wear for children.
Once the angels are taken
off the trees, the trees
become a hat and mitten
tree for families in need.
Purchase hats and
mittens while you are
out shopping and hang
them on one of the trees.

Our Angel and Mitten Trees, will go up in
the Narthex and the Chapel hallway of
the Downtown Campus on November 26.
Please participate in this effort to provide
a little Christmas for some very needy
children and young people. All unwrapped
gifts are to be returned by Sunday,
December 9. There will be instructions on
how to participate with each Angel on the
trees. We hope you enjoy sharing the spirit
of Christmas with those in need!
For questions, please contact Rebecca
McGinnis at rmcginni@umd.edu or
301-681-5565.

Advent Opportunities

Beginning Dec 2
During the season of Advent, Advent
packets for families with children will be
available to help families during this busy
season reflect and prepare for Jesus our
King who is coming. Be sure to look on the
table in the Narthex to pick up your family
packet. The packets are in alphabetical
order. There will also be additional Advent
resources on the table outside of Ms.
Marie’s office for others to enjoy.
We will also have interactive Advent
prayer stations set up in the fellowship
hall for all ages. The prayer stations
will offer an opportunity to engage,
reflect and meditate during this season
of expectation, waiting and preparing
for the birth of Christ. The stations are
intergenerational and can be done at your
own pace.

Live Nativity

Dec 2

(4–6pm, DT Ga. Ave. Front Lawn)
What better way to kick off the season of
Advent than with a Live Nativity! Though
the weather will probably be nippy, this
outdoor event will warm your heart. You
will meet Mary, Joseph, baby Jesus, the
Wise Men, Shepherds and see live animals
out on the church lawn. There will be hot
chocolate and cookies in the fellowship
hall to help keep you warm and a craft
to make to take home. Spread the word
and bring your
family, friends and
neighbors and join in
the festivities
to experience the
Live Nativity.

‘O Come
Emmanuel’
Christmas Play

Sunday, Dec 9
(4pm Sanctuary)

Mark your calendar for our annual
Christmas play which will be presented by
the SSUMC children. O Come Emmanuel
tells the story of a woman named Mary
and a man named Joseph who over 2,000
years ago traveled from Nazareth to
Bethlehem. While there, Mary had a baby
in a table made for animals. Come hear
the retelling of the Christmas story by our
children.

Silver Spring United Methodist Church (SSUMC)
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