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Good News to Share
BY REV. ANGELA FLANAGAN

We all know that the landscape of churches is changing in the United States. Attendance and membership
have been dropping in all mainline denominations for years. As schedules are overburdened and our
lifestyles take us out of town often, attendance is more sporadic even among those who are active members.
More and more folks identify as “nones” (do not identify with any religion) or “dones” (done with organized
religion). In our church where we recognize the pain caused to so many of our LGBTQ+ siblings by the
Church, we often sympathize with those who identify as “done.” In progressive churches, we often cringe
at what being Christian has come to mean in our society. In mainline churches, we shy away from the word
“evangelism” because it smacks of televangelists, door-knockers, hellfire and brimstone, (CONT’D ON PAGE 17)
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SEASONAL HIGHLIGHTS

Building Up Our Community
— ALL ARE WELCOME —

BY REV. ANGELA FLANAGAN

When I first arrived at SSUMC, many folks asked me what my
vision for the church was. Each time, I answered that I didn’t come
with a pre-packaged vision for the church. This church has its own
rich history, powerful story, vibrant strengths, and living mission. I felt strongly that
it was my job in that first year to listen to people’s stories, to discern where God
was leading us, to hear what the priorities and values, strengths and growing edges,
hopes and anxieties of our congregation are. It has been a privilege to do just that.
Now, as I begin my second year, I am ready to share where I hear the Spirit
calling us as a church. For this next year of ministry together, our theme will be
Building Up Our Community. On July 8 we held an all church meeting to discuss
the financial challenges we face as a church. More will be shared at a followup all church meeting on October 14 after the
11am worship service—be sure to mark your
calendars. Beyond those financial challenges, we
face denominational challenges as we continue to
advocate for full inclusion of LGBTQ+ folks in the
life of the UMC. On a number of levels, this is a
critical time in the life of our church to be building
up our community.
Our church prides itself on our outward focus
and this is something to be celebrated. God calls
us to go outside the walls of the church working for
justice, praying for peace, feeding our neighbors,
and loving all. And yet, all things require balance.
Jesus calls us to love our neighbors as ourselves.
If we are not doing our part to care for ourselves
—to ground ourselves spiritually, to strengthen
our relationships within our community, to care
for one another—then we risk spiritual, emotional and physical exhaustion. Our
mission to feed all God’s children—body, mind and spirit—includes us too. Know
how we encourage those caring for a sick loved one to care for themselves or they
won’t be much good to their loved one? The same principle applies.
This does not mean we will stop our important outreach and justice ministries.
They are a vital part of our church’s DNA, not to mention a vital part of God’s
calling on our lives. But it does mean that the focus will shift a bit. Here are some
highlights of what is to come:

“On a number
of levels, this is
a critical time
in the life of our
church to be
building up our
community.”

• September ‘Welcome Home’ Series—including Welcome Home Sunday and
Potluck on Sept 9. See pg 17 for details.
• Fall ‘Unbinding Your Heart’ All Church Study + Sermon Series—more on pg 9 & 17.
• January: Give-a-Day Challenge—a New Year’s resolution to step out in new ways
in the life of our church
• Lent: Covenant Discipleship small groups forming—an invitation to accountability
and mutual support in our spiritual practices
Want to know more? Feel free to reach out to me. Or you can always stay tuned
for further information.
I am excited about this next year of ministry together as a church. SSUMC is a
special place—what a privilege it is to work together to build up our community so
that our vibrant witness can continue in sustainable, balanced, and faithful ways for
generations yet to come.
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BACK TO TWO
WORSHIP SERVICES

9:30am
11:00am

As a new season kicks off, there are lots of ways to deepen our faith,
serve our community, and connect with our church family. Join us!
SEPT 2

Worship on the Lawn & Blessing of
the Backpacks (10am, DT)

SEPT 9

Welcome Home Sunday
Return of 2 services (9:30am
and 11am, DT) Potluck brunch/lunch
to follow each service

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
Susan Irwin, Tara Romanus
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC
Mary Ann Willow, mawillow@silverspringumc.org

September 9

SEPT 16

Laity Sunday at both services
(9:30am and 11am, DT) Montgomery
racial justice speaker (12:15pm)

SEPT 22

New Members class (9am–2pm,
Start at DT campus)

Standing Dates
3rd Sunday of the month — Beginning 9/16
‘Racial Justice’ (12:15pm, DT, Fellowship Hall)
Last Sunday of the month
Hymn Sing (10:45am, DT, Sanctuary)

2nd Sunday of the month — Beginning 11/11
‘Beyond Reconciling’ (12:15pm, DT, Fellowship Hall)

Serving our Community

SEPT 24-30 Kick-off of

Small Groups (see pg 9 & 17)

We welcome your help and support of these outreach ministries.

OCT 7

World Communion Sunday

OCT 14

All-Church meeting (12pm, DT,
Sanctuary) childcare provided

OCT 21

Children’s Sabbath at both services
(9:30am and 11am, DT) Third Graders
receive Bibles

OCT 25

Charge Conference (7pm,
Hughes-El Buen Samaritano UMC)

OCT 27

TRUNK-or-Treat (12-2pm, DT parking lot)

OCT 28

Trick-or-Treat for Unicef (9:30am
and 11am, DT) and Colorful Creations
(12:15pm, DT)

NOV 4

All Saints Sunday and Conclusion
of Unbinding Your Heart Worship
Series (9:30am and 11am, DT),
Craft fair and Spaghetti lunch
(after worship, DT, Fellowship Hall)

NOV 11

Reconciling Sunday in worship

NOV 18

Stewardship Sunday in worship

NOV 25

Christian Year Sunday in worship

MARTHA’S TABLE — SANDWICH-MAKING
WHEN:
WHERE:
CONTACT:

1st Saturday of the month (8:45–9:30am)
Downtown (Kitchen, downstairs)
Contact Ken Parr (301) 587-6913

CHOICE PANTRY — MANNA FOOD CENTER
WHEN:
WHERE:
CONTACT:

2nd & 4th Saturdays (10:00am–12Noon)
Four Corners (Fellowship Hall)
Lisa Middleton (lisa.middleton@verizon.net)

MOBILE FOOD PANTRY
WHEN:
		
WHERE:
CONTACT:

2nd Tuesdays (3:00–5:00pm)
Volunteers are welcome at 2:00pm
Four Corners (Front entry, facing Blair HS)
Anne Metcalf (anne_metcalf@msn.com)

SHEPHERD’S TABLE
WHEN:
WHERE:
CONTACT:

SETUP

SERVE

3rd Wednesdays DINNER (4-5pm + 5:30–8pm)
5th Saturdays BRUNCH (9:00am–12Noon)
8106 Georgia Ave., Silver Spring, 20910
Bob & Suzanne Browning (suznbob@verizon.net)

@SilverSpringUMC
@SS_UMC
(DT) is our Downtown Campus and (4C) is our Four Corners Campus — SEE BACK COVER
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UMC at a Crossroads
BY REV. MICHELE JOHNS

“Please know and remember... [SSUMC is] a
congregation committed to full inclusion of all.”

For any matters relating to Visistation and/or
Reconciling Ministries or if you have any questions, please
email me directly at: mjohns@silverspringumcp.org

HAPPY FALL! There continues to be
much happening in the life of the United
Methodist Church related to the full
inclusion of LGBTQ+ (Lesbian, Gay,
Bisexual, Transgender, Queer, +)
persons in the denomination.
On August 26th, we had an All-Church meeting
to share more information about the
report from the Commission on a Way
Forward, a report that was submitted to
the United Methodist bishops and will be
discussed at the special, called General
Conference of the UMC in St. Louis, MO,
February 23-26, 2019.
Since 1972 the United Methodist book
of laws, called the Book of Discipline,
has stated that it is in violation of church
laws for someone to be a practicing
homosexual and to be ordained. Also
since 1972 there have been faithful
United Methodists, grounded in
scripture, speaking out against those
laws, and for laws that do not harm
or discriminate. While we have been

at crossroads before on this issue, we
have never before had a special General
Conference to discuss this topic alone.

This plan allows clergy to perform samesex marriages without requiring clergy to
do so.

There are three plans proposed by the
Council of Bishops as discerned by the
Commission on a Way Forward (COWF):

2. The Traditional Plan reinforces the
discriminatory language and policy that
already exists in the Book of Discipline,
and creates new measures for enforcing
those unjust rules. This plan would seek
to remove all LGBTQ+ identifying clergy
from the UMC and punishes churches
and clergy for same-sex marriages.It
allows for, and even encourages, clergy
and churches who support LGBTQ+
rights to leave the denomination

1. One Church Plan
2. Traditional Plan
3. Connectional Conference Plan
1. Briefly, the One Church Plan eliminates
much of the harmful language from the
Book of Discipline such as “The United
Methodist Church does not condone the
practice of homosexuality and considers
this practice incompatible with Christian
teaching.” Also deleted is language
stating that clergy cannot be “selfavowed practicing homosexuals.” In this
model, each annual conference, Board
of Ordained Ministry, and clergy session
of annual conference determines the
standards for ordination or certification.

SSUMC members and friends attending the DC Pride Parade, June 9, 2018.

3. The Connectional Conference Plan deals
with constitutional issues within the Book
of Discipline and would replace the five
U.S. jurisdictions with three connectional
conferences that are “values-based” versus
based on geography. Conferences outside
the U.S. have the option of forming their
own conference or joining one of the
U.S. conferences. Each conference would
create their own Book of Discipline while
all would include aspects that all United
Methodists agree on.
Many folks who are working for full
inclusion of LGBTQ+ folks see that of the
three proposed plans, the One Church
Plan is the least harmful. Of significance,
the One Church Plan eliminates the
harmful language against LGBTQ+ folks.
A serious downside is that if a candidate
for ordination lives in an area that is not
inclusive of LGBTQ+ folks they would
have to move to area that is open in order
to be ordained and serve.

remember that you are not alone. That
we are a congregation committed to
full inclusion of all. Please reach out to
me, to Rev. Angela, to Rev. Katherine,
to staff, and lay leaders for support and
care. This is a challenging time in our
denomination. And God remains faithful!

Sharing worship live and via Facebook live with Rev. Angela,
Rev. Michele (speaking), and Rev. Joey

plan we are putting forward is called “A
Simple Plan,” and calls for the removal
of all restrictive language from the Book
of Discipline, based on John Wesley’s
General Rules to “do no harm.” This plan
also does not require restructuring of
denomination as other plans would.
This is a lot — a lot for our heads, hearts,
and spirits to take in. Please know and

Please keep in your
prayers the discussions
which will happen at
General Conference
February 23-26, 2019.

Declaration
at the DC
Pride Parade,
June 9, 2018.
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1. Pray, pray, pray, pray, and pray!
Pray for God’s movement in the United
Methodist Church on every continent, in every
heart and mind and soul. Pray for the 864
delegates who will be voting on these plans.
Pray for yourself and for this congregation of
the United Methodist Church. Pray for persons
who identify as LGBTQ+ and those close to
them. Pray for God to guide you in this time
— how is God calling you to live your faith?
2. Educate yourself on what is happening.
Keep connected to SSUMC and seek your own
information about what is happening. Attend
Beyond Reconciling meetings beginning 11/11
(see pg 3). Stay tuned for more details and
information.
3. Ask questions! There is a lot going on,
many moving parts, and it is hard to keep
up! Know you can ask me and others for
clarification about what is going on.
4. Nurture your soul. Read scripture.
Connect with others at SSUMC in a small group.
Strengthen your mind and body and soul.

Helpful websites
Silver Spring UMC
• SilverSpringUMC.org
United Methodist News Service
• UMnews.org
Reconciling Ministries
• RMnetwork.org
United Methodist Queer Clergy Caucus
• UMqcc.org
Baltimore-Washington Annual Conference
• BWCumc.org

Other groups within the UMC are also
drafting their own proposals, including a
group of which I am a part — the United
Methodist Queer Clergy Caucus. The
4
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SSUMC summer mission trips
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YOUTH MINISTRIES

BY JEN KIDWELL
I oversee our youth, young adult, and adult discipleship programs. If you’re
interested in learning more, or in exploring membership here, I’d love to hear
from you! I can be reached at: jkidwell@silverspringumc.org

This year, I was privileged
to take members of the
SSUMC Youth group on
two mission trips.

Our first trip was a
staycation, and our crew of mostly-middle
schoolers chopped [so many!] vegetables
at the D.C. Central Kitchen and sorted
thousands of pounds of donations for the
Capital Area Food Bank. We also learned
about development in DC neighborhoods

at the Anacostia Community Museum,
served lunch to the participants of the
Street Church mid-week worship service
run by the Church of the Epiphany, and
learned about the impact of Church of
the Savior in Adam’s Morgan. Though
we stayed at a church in Dupont Circle,
we often felt like we were much further
from home as we learned about the
complexities of gentrification, the power of
community, and the difficulty of delivering
services to those who need them. We also
had the opportunity to take in the power

(DT) is our Downtown Campus and (4C) is our Four Corners Campus — SEE BACK COVER

and beauty of the National Shrine of the
Immaculate Conception as well.
We are looking forward to continuing
to volunteer with these organizations
throughout the year, and are happy to
have identified some other partners who
share SSUMC’s goal of feeding people,
body, mind, and spirit. A huge thanks to
chaperones Lennie Smith and Mel Walker,
and to recent grad Casey Middleton who
taught our younger youth the requisite
card games and the songs from musicals
that have become our church-van’s canon.

SilverSpringUMC.org
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SSUMC summer mission trips (cont’d)

Our SECOND trip
of this summer, our high school youth
traveled to southern West Virginia with
Appalachia Service Project, where we
celebrated learning all the words to “Take
me home, country roads” and appreciated
the lack of traffic lights county-wide.
We worked in two crews, one of which
focused on installing soffet, killing wasps,
and painting, while the other installed a
window and drywall and took on other
finishing projects for the home. Both
families we served welcomed us into their
spaces and lives with beautiful hospitality,
sharing details of their stories that allowed
us to both celebrate their community and
grieve their losses with them. We enjoyed
being off the grid, playing games well into
the evenings on nights we weren’t able to
pilgrimage to Dairy Queen. And it might
sound odd, but as a youth leader, few
things make me more proud than kids in
our group volunteering to help each other
clean the bathrooms when it wasn’t their
turn so the job would go faster.

Fall Features

Fall Discipleship Preview

Loving people,just as they are

This was our second year working with
ASP, and their model of focusing on
“loving people, just as they are” remains
appealing. I appreciate that the program
gives participants a sense of place by
welcoming story-tellers and celebrating
local establishments and organizations.
Another huge thanks to chaperones
Michele Riley, Stephen Willson, and
friend of SSUMC Bryan Colombo, as
your abilities to go with the flow and give
amazing charade clues made the week that
much more enjoyable for everyone.

Who knows where
we’ll go next year?!
We plan early, so stay tuned for dates for
next summer! If you’d like to be part of it,
email Jen at jkidwell@silverspringumc.org.

To build on our theme this year
of Building up our Community, we
are kicking off the 2018-2019
discipleship year with an AllChurch small group study called
Unbinding Your Heart. As Rev. Angela
mentioned in the cover article, it’s
an opportunity to do a little soul
searching and think about how
your story and the church’s story
have intersected. Though the UMC
has added “witness” to the list of
things we as members promise to
use to support the ministries of our
churches, we don’t always have
spaces where we can listen to the
stories of others and practice telling
our own. And we should want to
share our stories, right? There is
life there and God there. Ours is a
faith of sharing. We share food, and
space, and worship, and songs. We
share money. Surely we are stewards
of our stories too, and they too are
rich resources for growing God’s
kingdom.
Though we might recognize each

other from Sunday mornings, we
don’t all have a group with whom
we have gone deeper, a group
with whom we have explored the
significance of faith and community
and the God who calls us to love
beyond our barriers. We encourage
everyone to join a group for this
6-week study. Our regular small
groups will be doing this study and
there will be extra groups offered
at new times and locations to
encourage everyone to participate.
Group meeting schedules will
be available soon and will be
distributed through the enews, the
website, and the bulletin during
worship. Come out and meet group
leaders on September 9 so you can
find your best fit. Groups will run
September 24-November 4. Please
pray about it now, and reach out
to Jen if you’re concerned about
barriers to your participation.
After November 4, we’ll resume
our practice of doing different
programming across our groups.

Fall Youth
While the youth will be participating
in the All-Church Unbinding Your
Heart study as well, we will continue
with the other markers of Fall for
the SSUMC Youth group. We are
already praying for the youth who will
participate in our classes, worship,
service projects, and outings, and
are looking forward to a great year!
Middle school Sunday school will
be held on the 2nd and 4th Sundays
during the 11am service, and the high
school Unplugged Worship Service will
continue on the 3rd Sundays at 11am
as well. Other schedule highlights thus
far include:

9/16
10/12
11/4
12/9

Hike in Great Falls
Hayride at Butler’s Orchard
Spaghetti Lunch and Craft Fair
Progressive Dinner

We’ll have dates for volunteering
at the Choice Pantry and A Wider
Circle soon as well! To all the adults
reading this, take a moment and think
about whether you too can be part of
a space that affirms the community
these students have together. We have
generous youth here who will welcome
you into their lives if you let them.

Jared Lorraine will be serving as SSUMC’s Seminary Intern this 2018–2019 school year
He is a native of Erie Pennsylvania, and he moved to D.C. to pursue a M.Div. at Wesley Theological Seminary. He is currently
entering his third year of Seminary. Jared attended Messiah College for his undergraduate studies, where he majored in
Christian Ministry.
Jared felt a call to serve others when he was in middle school, and has lived out that call in a few different ways. He spent 8
summers volunteering and working at a Church Camp, where he was anything from a maintenance person to a counselor.
He volunteered in the Physical Therapy and Recreational Therapy departments at a nursing home. Jared also worked
in Social Work, specifically at Residential Facility for children with trauma and behavioral issues. He looks forward to
graduating from Seminary, becoming ordained and serving in a church.

8
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HERO CENTRAL
BY MARIE MATTHEWS

As the Director of Children and Family Ministries, I am excited to work with a team of staff and
volunteers to provide engaging education and fun programming for children birth through 5th grade
and their families. Have questions or ideas? Please reach out at mmatthews@silverspringumc.org

In this year’s Hero Central, the VBS
kids took an awesome adventure
alongside some of their favorite Bible
heroes and discovered the qualities
that make us truly heroic in God.

DID YOU KNOW?

350

10
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BOOKS WERE
COLLECTED
& DONATED!

The VBS kids discovered that they
are also Heroes as they explored how
to serve God and God’s
mission for their lives. Most
importantly, the VBS heroes
learned that: Heroes have
HEART! Heroes have COURAGE!
Heroes have WISDOM! Heroes
have HOPE! Heroes have POWER!
They expanded on what they
discovered by participating in a
variety of activities which included:
memorable Bible-learning activities,
singing and dancing to catchy songs,
devouring yummy treats, testing
Science-Fun activities, and making
their own art projects. During our
opening assemblies, to tie into our
mission center, we had several guest
speakers, Dr. Dan (Sherk) who is an
emergency room doctor at Holy Cross

Hospital, Mrs. Lisa Middleton, who is
the Coordinator of our Manna Choice
Food Pantry at our Four Corners
Campus, and Jake Joholske, a 7th
grader and VBS youth assistant, who
believes that reading is very important
and that all children should have books
to read. The VBS Heroes responded to a
call for action from our guest speakers.
350 books were collected and donated
to Community of Hope, A Wider Circle,
and one of the local high school’s
library. Mark your calendars now for
next year’s VBS which will be held June
17–21, 2019.
Make Plans to Volunteer for VBS 2019!
VBS takes a lot of hard work and
planning. Many, many hours our put
into this week that serves our entire
community—not just members of
SSUMC. This is a very important
outreach ministry for our church.
Our team is very, very small and we
need more help and input from the
congregation. Most of our kids come
from outside of the church. Once again,
this year, we had to turn kids away due

(DT) is our Downtown Campus and (4C) is our Four Corners Campus — SEE BACK COVER

to a lack of volunteers. Let us not do
that again next year. Please prayerfully
consider being a part of next year’s team
and make plans now to schedule this
important and fun ministry into your
calendars.
A very special thank you to the VBS
Planning Team—Rebecca McGinnis,
Jim and Mandy Joholske (and Emma
& Jake), Anne Metcalf and Mary
Margaret Stacy. A huge thank you to
Tara Romanus and Sue Irwin whose
help was unbelievable getting the rooms
prepared and VBS supplies set up. Also,
thank you to those individuals who
helped to decorate and set up all the
rooms. Lastly, thank you to the VBS
team for a tremendously successful
week! We could not do VBS without all
of you! THANK YOU!
A LETTER FROM THE PANTRY
This year the VBS families kindly gave
donations to SSUMC Manna Choice Pantry.
This mission of this pantry is for people
in need of food to have a choice. Many
of us simply walk into a store and select
any item we choose from a shelf. Many

SilverSpringUMC.org
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HERO CENTRAL (cont’d)
families in Montgomery County do
not have the financial means to walk
into any store and just shop. Those
families deserve choice and dignity.
VBS families came together to help
restore dignity to those in need this
year. Their generous hearts provided
cereal and other various food items for
patrons of the pantry. I am thankful for
the kindness and generosity of the VBS
families this year.

“The VBS families’
donations helped to
provide to these families
in need and fulfill our
mission as a church.”
Our county is listed among the wealthiest of
the nation, yet almost 40% of the elementary
children in public schools qualify for free
or discounted lunches. In the last five
years alone, the need for food stamps
has grown more than 150%. Our
community’s children are the most
vulnerable of all. 16.3% of the children
in Montgomery County are food
insecure, more than any other county
in Maryland—and this is in contrast to
8.3% of the adult population. Likewise,
9.4% of our county’s children live
below the poverty line, as contrasted to
6.9% of the adult population. The VBS
families’ donations helped to provide
to these families in need and fulfill
our mission as a church. Remember
Matthew 25:35: For I was hungry, and
you gave me food, I was thirsty, and
you gave me drink, I was a stranger
and you welcomed me. Thank you
to every VBS family who provided
to those in our community who are
hungry, you are truly living the Word.
Much gratitude,
Megan O’Connor +
MANNA CHOICE FOOD PANTRY COORDINATOR
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Dear Congregation and all the
Sunday School Children,
Thank you for my wonderful send off. I
so love the “tea pot” picture and loved
that all the words on it came from the
children. I have shown it to lots of people
and to all of my family. Thank you everyone who gave me a
card and to all the children who made cards for me. I was
brought to tears lots of times when reading them, both from
the children and adults too. I brought about 30 of them
back in my suitcase. The rest I have shipped. When they
arrive I will take down the ones I have up now and switch
them over for the rest. What wonderful, kind, lovely words
everyone wrote on the cards and I loved all the pictures the
children drew.
Both, Marvin,
Woodside and then
SSUMC were a big
part of my life and
I shall miss you all
so very much. I do
have a computer
here and an email
address. I would
like very much to
get emails from you. Sunday’s ARE NOT the same without
seeing all the children, but I know I will get involved
with the children’s programs here at my local church, in
England. I am giving myself about a three-month break,
first, though.
When I arrived back here, my family had decorated the
house with signs and lots of balloons which said “Welcome
Home.” It was lovely. I have seen the family a lot.
Thank you again so much for everything, the gifts, cards,
and reception after church. And, for the service. I loved
having all the children surround me at the service.
Your friend forever and ever.
God bless all of you,
Miss Carolyn Stock (carolynjstock@hotmail.com)
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UPCOM ING EVE NTS
Sunday, October 21

Children’s Sabbath
On this special Sunday, our grownups will
sit down, and our children will lead the
entire service. The children’s choir and bell
choir both will bring us special music. We
will also be presenting a Bible to every third
grader. This is a marvelous age for them
to have their very own Bible. They have
passed picture and story Bibles and have
moved to own “Chapter” Bibles. These
Bibles are not fancy Bibles meant to sit
on a shelf, but meant to be read, studied,
and marked. We are so excited about this
milestone in our Third Graders’ lives.

Sunday, October 21

Faith, Fun and
Fellowship

Do you like to color? Do you have
coloring books, journals or pictures you
have been meaning to start, but have
not had the time? Or you just plain old
want to color and doodle with a group
of friends? Bring your coloring books,
crayons and markers and join me after
worship in the fellowship hall. We will
color and doodle while we fellowship.
You are never too young or too old
to color. Coloring is not just for kids
anymore. It is for all ages. Bring a snack
or bag lunch. Drinks and cookies will
be provided.

Saturday, October 27

Trunk Or Treat

Back by popular
demand! Join us
from 12:00 – 2:00
p.m. for “Trunk
or Treat.” A safe,
family friendly event
where people park
their cars in the back-parking lot, open

their trunks or backs of their vehicles,
and decorate them. Then they pass out
candy or small prizes from their trunks
to children who come in their Halloween
costumes. There will also be games, face
painting and a cup cake walk. If you
would like to participate by decorating
your vehicle, or helping with games, see
Ms. Marie.

Sunday, October 28

Trick-or-Treat
for Unicef

Nov. 25 – Dec. 9

Hat & Mitten Trees
Once the angels are taken off the trees,
the trees become a hat and mitten tree
for families in need. Purchase hats and
mittens while you are out shopping and
hang them on one of the trees. The hats
and mittens are given to kids at one of
our smart sack schools.

Sunday, December 2

Live Nativity

All children are invited to wear their
Halloween costumes to worship as we
“trick-or-treat” the congregation during the
children’s message for UNICEF. 100% of
the funds collected will be sent directly to
UNICEF. Please no weapons or scary masks.

Sunday,
November 11 & 18

Thanksgiving
Food Drive

The Thanksgiving food booth will be up
on Sunday’s, November 11 and 18 to
collect food for families in need.
Thanksgiving baskets will be donated to
local families and a county agency. Our
goal is 25 baskets. Be on the lookout for
more information in the church bulletin.

Nov. 25 – Dec. 9

Angel Trees

Our annual angel tree will once again
support Hearts and Homes for Youth.
Since 1964, they have sheltered,
counseled, and advocated for about
33,000 troubled young people from birth
to young adulthood. Each year HHY tries
to meet the holiday dreams of about 150
children and adolescents. Be sure to look
out for the angel tree once it is up.

(DT) is our Downtown Campus and (4C) is our Four Corners Campus — SEE BACK COVER

Come meet Mary, Joseph, baby Jesus,
the Wise Ones, Shepherds and see live
animals out on the DT church lawn!
Warm up while enjoying crafts and
refreshments in the fellowship hall.
Invite your friends to join us for the
Live Nativity December 2, 2-4pm.

Sunday, December 9

Christmas Play

Mark your calendars for our annual
Christmas play which will be presented
by or children on Sunday, December 9
at 4:00 p.m. Be sure to look for more
information in the church bulletin.

SilverSpringUMC.org
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CHILDREN & FAMILY MINISTRIES

CHILDREN & FAMILY MINISTRIES

IT’S TIME FOR FALL CLASSES

Building Up Community
IN CHILDREN AND FAMILY MINISTRIES

Our children’s ministry provides a wide variety of dynamic programs for children to learn about
Jesus and to put what they have learned into action. We are committed to partnering with
families to continue faith development a home. As a part of partnering with families, we have
changed the name of our Sunday School to GROWING IN FAITH as we will grow in faith together
Here at SUMC, children are welcomed into all aspects of church life, including worship! The first
Sunday of the month will be Everyone Worships Sunday. We will not have GROWING IN FAITH
on these Sunday’s and all children will remain in worship so that families can worship together.

GROWING IN FAITH

(New Name for Our Sunday School ) Our GROWING IN FATH classes are listed below,
as well as the age requirement and location so that you know which class your child will be attending.
GUIDELINES FOR CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL

LITTLEST ANGELS NURSERY
(infants to 23 months)
The Nursery is located in Room 148
and is staffed by Tara Romanus and Sue
Irwin. Tara has a certificate in daycare
management, is a certified Montessori
assistant, and is also CPR and first aid
trained. Sue is CPR and first aid trained.
The nursery is open from 9:00 a.m. –
12:00 p.m.
TINY TREASURES
(2 and 3 years of age)
Tiny Treasures is a Sunday school class
located in Room 150. The class is cotaught by a teaching team. This class
uses the Deep Blue curriculum which
incorporates Bible stories, arts and crafts,
and active games for toddlers to learn
about Jesus.
GROWING WITH JESUS
(4 and 5 years of age [Pre-K])
Growing with Jesus for our 4 & 5-yearold (Pre-K), is located in Room 146 and
is co-taught by a teaching team. This
class uses the Deep Blue curriculum
which incorporates Bible stories, science
activities, arts and crafts, animated
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video storytelling, and active games into
a lived-faith experience that will help
children discover what it means to be a
disciple of Jesus Christ today! The Deep
Blue kids — Asia, Edgar, and Kat — lead
the children through the Bible using
animated videos that tell the story.

FOLLOWING JESUS
(Kindergarten and 1st Grade)
Following Jesus is located in Room 145
and is co-taught by a teaching team.
This class uses the Deep Blue curriculum
which incorporates Bible stories, science
activities, arts and crafts, animated
video storytelling, and active games into
a lived-faith experience that will help
children discover what it means to be a
disciple of Jesus Christ today! The Deep
Blue kids — Asia, Edgar, and Kat — lead
the children through the Bible using
animated videos that tell the story.
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JESUS AND ME
(2nd and 3rd Grade)
Jesus and Me is located in Room 144
and is co-taught by a teaching team. New
this year, this class will use the Learning
to Use My Bible curriculum. As our
children get older, we want them to be
comfortable using their Bibles and grow
in faith. This class will help them grow
in God’s Word, teach them basic Bible
concepts, and how to use their Bibles.
If your child has a Deep Blue Bible,
please have him/her bring their Bible
to class each Sunday.
YOUNG DISCIPLES
(4th and 5th Grade)
Young Disciples is located in Room 210
and is co-taught by a teaching team. New
this year, this class will use the Learning
to Use My Bible curriculum. As our
children get older, we want them to be
comfortable using their Bibles and grow
in faith. This class will help them grow
in God’s Word, teach them basic Bible
concepts, and how to use their Bibles.
If your child has a Deep Blue Bible, please
have him/her bring their Bible to class
each Sunday.

SSUMC follows the Montgomery County Public School
policy whereby ALL children remain in their assigned class
(by age) for the entire year. Children do not move up to
the next class level after their birthdays. We ask that you
PLEASE follow this guideline.
LEADERS ARE NEEDED FOR CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS
We always welcome people with a heart for children to help
in our GROWING WITH FAITH (Sunday School) classrooms,
CLUB 45 and MISSION MANIA to name a few. Our goal is
having co-leaders volunteer once every other month. More
team leaders would help us accomplish this. You do not
have to have a child in any of our programs to get involved.
We know that not everyone is called to teach Sunday
school or work with children and youth. Many people have
considered it, but do not know if they can devote the time
and energy to it. We make it simple for you:
• You DO NOT need to know everything about the Bible.
Great news! You can learn with your class or group that you
assist. The lessons are simple, direct, and deal with a single
scripture. If you do not have a Bible background this is a
great place for you to start. You will be amazed at how much
you learn from the children.
• You will co-lead the class with another person. You DO NOT
teach alone.
• You DO NOT have to shop for any supplies. We value the
time our volunteers give. We do the shopping for you and
our supply closet is stocked with the supplies you will need.
If you still think you do not have the time. Think again.
We provide training for all our leaders, and to ensure the
safety and well-being of all participants, we observe a
Safe Sanctuaries policy that requires background checks
and training for all adults working with children and youth.
If you would love to be a part of something that makes a
difference in the lives of our children and youth, then come

be a part of our Children and Family Ministries team. Join
our team and help BUILD UP OUR COMMUNITY. A Safe
Sanctuaries training will be held on Sunday, Sept. 25 in
Room 144 at 10am for new leaders.
MINISTRY TEAM LEADERS TRAINING
Our fall kick off and team training will be held on Monday,
September 10 from 7:00 – 8:00 p.m. in Room 144. We
will cover classroom management, an overview of the
curriculum and Safe Sanctuaries. Rev. Michele will discuss
inclusion in our children and family ministries programs.
Childcare will be provided if requested in advance.
CHECK-IN SYSTEM FOR CHILD SAFETY
At SSUMC, nothing is more important to us than the safety
and security of our children and youth. That’s why we have
our check-in system to allow us to partner with you to keep
your children safe during Sunday school and other church
activities. Beginning September 9, you will need to check in
at one of the kiosks, if your child(ren) will be participating in
Sunday school or other Sunday programs (this includes the
Nursery, Tiny Treasures and children’s Choir). The kiosks, and
instructions on how to use them are located at the Welcome
Center. The system prints out matching name tags for the
parent and the child to wear while at church. When a child is
picked up from any program, his/her name tag must match
the parent’s tag. PLEASE NOTE: This year, children without
name tags will be returned to their parents and asked to sign
in using the kiosk. While this process may seem inconvenient,
especially on busy Sunday mornings, it is extremely
important and demonstrates how seriously we take the
safety of our children and youth. Parents, please work with us
on this. To make it easier, please allow yourself 10-15 minutes
before worship begins to sign into the check in system. This
will alleviate the long lines at the kiosk

(DT) is our Downtown Campus and (4C) is our Four Corners Campus — SEE BACK COVER

CLUB 45 is a program for 4th and
5th grade making a difference in the
lives of our tweens during this critical
age while
also helping
them
transition
more smoothly from elementary to
middle school, and from being active
in children’s ministries to participating
in youth group. CLUB 45 will meet the
4th Sunday of each month in Room 21
from 12:15 – 1:15 for fun and fellowship.
Activities will include going to the
movies, mini golf, Color Me Mine and
much more. Lunch will be provided.
Registration forms can be found at the
Welcome Center or on line.
MISSION MANIA’s goal is to
develop and nurture a desire to help
those in need by directly involving
children in learning and living out our
biblical mandate to love and serve our
neighbors. MISSION MANIA will meet
the 2nd Sunday of each month in Room
21 from 12:15 – 1:15p.m. Lunch will be
provided. Registration forms can be
found at the Welcome Center or online.

SilverSpringUMC.org
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MUSIC MINISTRY

COVER STORY

Our Fall Music Programs
BY MARY ANN WILLOW
Please know you are always welcome to join any of our
music groups. If you have any questions, please email me
directly at: mawillow@silverspringumc.org

We hope you will join us
for a joyous year of music
to the Glory of God! All are welcome!
CHOIR

Chancel
Choir
Praise
Band
Women’s
Ensemble
Adult
Bell Choir
Youth and
Children’s
Bell Choir
Children’s
Choir
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DESCRIPTION

FREQUENCY

REHEARSAL INFORMATION

DIRECTOR + CONTACT INFO

Adults and Youth

Sings every
Sunday for the
11am service

Sanctuary
First rehearsal Thurs, Sept 6
(7:15–9pm) and/or Sun, Sept 9 (10am)
— your choice

Mary Ann Willow
mawillow@silverspringumc.org

Instrumentalists
and singers

Lead music
for the 9:30am
Beginnings
Service

Chapel
Start Sun, Sept 9, every Sunday
Instruments (begin 8am)
Singers (begin 8:30am)

Dan Genua
dgenua@gmail.com

Women and
Teenage Girls

Sings
monthly at the
11am service

Chapel
First rehearsal Thurs, Sept 13
(6:30pm)

Carole Whittam
carole.whittam@gmail.com

Teens – Adults

Performs in
worship
periodically

Music Room
First meeting: Sun, Sept 9
(5pm)

Mary Kautz and Marilyn Parr
m.kautz@gmail.com

Performs
in worship
periodically

Music Room
First meeting Sun, Sept 9
(10am)

Chelsea Dorman and Susanne Nobles
chelsea.dorman@gmail.com

Youth and
Children

Good News to Share
( CONT’D FROM COVER )

and judgment. In an effort to respect our
neighbors’ autonomy and freedom of
religion, we often keep our faith a private
matter.
And yet… if we believe what we say
we do: That in Christ we find freedom.
That all are beloved children of God,
made in God’s own image. That Jesus’
radical hospitality breaks down barriers
of oppression and exclusion. That God is
doing a new thing among us even now.
That God’s Kin-dom is love and joy, peace
and justice. That Jesus came so that we
might have abundant life. That death
does not have the last word. That new life
is possible and we don’t have to wait for
heaven to experience that New Creation
that is breaking forth all around us. That
God is love.
If we believe all that, don’t we want
others to experience that same joy
and meaning? What if we told our
friends about our faith with the same
enthusiasm, ease, and authentic
invitation that we recommend that
new restaurant we just tried? There is a
difference between sharing our faith and

SEPTEMBER th

Welcome Home

Sunday and

POTLUCK
September 9

Singers in
grades K–6

Rehearses Sunday
mornings 10am

Children’s Choir Room
Rehearses Sunday mornings
(10am)
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Melissa Polito
nmpolito@comcast.net

BACK TO TWO
WORSHIP SERVICES

9:30am
11:00am

force-feeding our faith. But before we
can get there, we have got to name the
baggage the word “evangelism”—the “e
word”—has acquired. Evangelism comes
from the root evangel—meaning gospel
or good news. I sure hope anyone who
has spent time at SSUMC knows there is
good news to share. So it’s time we figure
out a healthier model for what it means
to share our faith.

We are building up
our community
in a powerful way.
As a part of this year’s theme on Building
up our community (see more pg 9), this
fall you are invited to participate in an
All Church Study called Unbinding Your
Heart. Unbinding Your Heart is a study
that takes seriously this need to unload
our baggage around the “e-word” and
start fresh. The study asks us to reflect
on what our faith means to us even as
we deepen our relationship with God
through prayer and with each other

through meaningful conversation with
a small group. Do you find yourself too
busy to regularly participate in a small
group? Six weeks may fit just right.
Groups will begin to meet the week of
Sept 24 and will be offered at a variety of
times and locations. You can meet some
of the small group leaders and hear more
on September 9th after each worship
service. Each week’s worship service
will complement the session from the
previous week. If you have any questions,
feel free to contact Rev. Angela Flanagan
or Jen Kidwell (see contact info pg 2).
Maybe this is a stretch for you. Maybe
that “e-word” feels like too much of a
hurdle. I invite you to bring your healthy
skepticism and participate anyway. As
we strengthen our relationships within
the congregation, invite folks in to
the love and joy we have found in our
faith community, and deepen our own
spiritual practices, we are building up
our community in a powerful way. Christ
has called us. The Spirit is stirring. Hope
beacons. Be a part of this new thing that
God is doing in our midst!

After a busy summer when we’ve all been in many
different directions, what a joy it is to come home! SSUMC
is just that—our home, where our family in Christ welcomes us back.
Please join us Sunday September 9 as our two worship services resume:
Beginnings service, 9:30am in the Chapel
Traditional service, 11am in the Sanctuary
Join us downstairs after either worship service
(10:30am-1pm) for our Welcome Home Potluck!
Please plan to bring a dish to share according to last name:
If your last name begins with:
A-F — please bring a salad/fruit to the potluck.
G-N — please bring a side dish.
O-T — please bring dessert.
U-Z — please bring a bread item. Thank you!
As we Build Up Our Community this year at SSUMC, what better way to
start than gathering around a table with family? See you there!

(DT) is our Downtown Campus and (4C) is our Four Corners Campus — SEE BACK COVER
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MEMBER NEWS

OPERATIONS

2019 INTERNATIONAL MISSION TRIP

A Follow-up on Giving

MARCH

11-20

BY ANDREW KIRKLAND

2019

I oversee finance, buildings and grounds, stewardship, and day-to-day
operations of the church. Please connect with me to learn how you might
become engaged. I can be reached at: akirkland@silverspringumc.org

Q: What happens
September 9th?
A: We return to our

APPLICATIONS
DUE BY OCT 7

Thank you for attending our All-Church Meeting back on July 8th to discuss the church’s long-term financial
sustainability. During the meeting, we discussed: the church’s financial challenges, the four-year snapshot of
giving trends, and provided the budget breakdown of expense and revenue. I promised to follow up with answers to
some of your questions. I hope these Q&A’s are helpful. Also, please mark your calendars to attend our upcoming

Cuba Mission Trip: March 2019

meeting of the financial health update of our church: All-Church Meeting — OCTOBER 14 following the 11am service.

BY REV. ANGELA FLANAGAN

Q: Why is there a giving
shortfall?

Q: We are confused
regarding the additional
month gift requested to
close the giving shortfall.

Q: We merged two
congregation to avoid financial
challenges but that hasn’t
happened. Why is this?

Q: What is the difference
between pledged giving and
general giving?

A: While that is a great question
it’s very hard to answer because
there are many reasons why
giving has declined including
economic challenges and
informational awareness. We
continue to research trends to
better help us understand root
causes of the giving decline.

A: The church is asking each
family to give $200 above
and beyond to help close
the financial shortfall.

A: Normally when a merger
happens the organization
reduces expenses. However,
SSUMC second largest expense
is occupancy cost that includes
building maintenance, cleaning,
utilities, etc. Those costs are
extremely fixed and continue
to rise each year. Therefore, we
haven’t been able to reduce
expenses significantly.

A: We create the annual budget
based on a few factors. In early
fall we will ask the congregation
to prayerfully consider making
an annual financial pledge
to the church. We use those
pledges to estimate giving
based on historical trends. We
also consider general giving as
many members never pledge
annually; however, will make a
weekly gift to the church. We
appreciate all givers at all levels.

DID YOU KNOW?

ONLINE GIVING is a great way to submit your pledge each week even if you are away.
Our church counts on each of us. SilverSpringUMC.org/welcome/give/

Lastly, as promised is the updated giving chart. You will notice a slight increase in giving in the month of July.

Thank you to all who answered the call, and provided an additional financial gift to the church.

2018 MONTHLY GIVING — ACTUAL vs. NEEDED GIVING
$63,884.54

$70K

March 11-20, 2019 a group of
folks from SSUMC will be
traveling to Havana, Cuba. In
Havana, we will be helping
with the seminary housing
construction project.
While in Havana, we will be
staying at the Methodist Center
and will have the opportunity
to worship at a variety of local
Cuban Methodist Churches.
Worship in Cuba is quite a
lively endeavor involving much
dancing, joy and movement of
the Spirit! It will be a joy to get

to know some of our siblings
in Christ there and learn about
the tremendous revival that
has happened in the Cuban
Methodist Church in recent
years.
No particular construction
skills are required. Each
individual participant will be
responsible for $1,400 and
the team and church will
commit to raising funds for
the team payment to support
the mission and ministry
of the Cuban Methodist
Church. Applications and

an initial deposit of $500 are
due October 7th. If you are
interested in participating in
this mission and/or have any
questions about the trip, please
see Rev. Angela or Lennie
Smith.
If you are you not going to be
able to journey to Cuba, you
are still invited to support this
mission with your prayers and
your financial support. Please
stay tuned over the coming
months for more information
on fundraisers to support this
mission.

OCTOBER 7th — Applications and initial deposits are due.
QUESTIONS? Contact Rev. Angela at aflanagan@silverspringumc.org or (301) 587-1215

BAPTISMS

BIRTHS

6/3 Michael Yarwood
Child of Leighann and Dave Yarwood

7/1 Esther Jebakani Sathyanesan
Child of Aaron and Angelin Sathyanesan

6/10 Hamish Rothe & Louisa Ruth Schopp
Children of Carolyn & Kevin Schopp

D E AT H S

7/15 David Elias Sherk
Child of Dan and Kim Sherk
7/29 Davis Grant Tuttle
Child of Bradley Tuttle and Mindy Milby

$60K

5/13 Ken Uglow
6/4 Doug Goudie
6/10 Janice Brown
6/12 Paul Wright
8/17 Leonard “Fred” Burns

$50K

How can we support you?

$40K
$30K
$20K

$34,861.67 $32,904.75

$36,811.00
$29,166.67

$10K

$35,733.47
$26,626.67

NEEDED MONTHLY GIVING

• Pastoral Emergency: Call (301) 458-0768

ACTUAL MONTHLY GIVING

• List a Prayer Concern in the Bulletin: Contact the church office (301) 587-1215 or admin@silverspringumc.org)
• Schedule a Baptism or Wedding: Contact Rev. Angela at aflanagan@silverspringumc.org or (301) 587-1215

$0

JAN
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FEB

MAR

APR

MAY

JUN

JUL
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AUG

SEPT

OCT

Q&A

NOV

DEC

• Meet with one of our pastors: To schedule time with one of our pastors directly, please find our emails on pg 2

or you may call the church office at (301) 587-1215
(DT) is our Downtown Campus and (4C) is our Four Corners Campus — SEE BACK COVER

regular worship schedule

September 9
BACK TO TWO
WORSHIP SERVICES

9:30am
11:00am

Q: How can I
find out more
about the
church’s financial
situation?
A: Join us at our next
All-Church Meeting,
Sunday October 14, 12pm
(DT, Sanctuary) ALSO SEE
PG 17 FOR MORE INFO.

Q: What are the
dates for events
in December?
A: Follow us on Facebook
for up to date info like this:

12/2 Live Nativity &
Advent Extravaganza

12/9 Christmas Play
12/16 Blue Christmas
12/23 Christmas Cantata
(9:30 & 11am)

12/24 Family Christmas
Eve (4pm, DT, sanctuary)
Traditional Christmas Eve
(9pm, DT, sanctuary)
SilverSpringUMC.org
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We are a movement of Christ’s love to the people
of Silver Spring, feeding all of God’s people—
body, mind, and spirit—so that no one goes hungry.

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Sunday Worship
AT OUR DOWNTOWN CAMPUS
9:30am (Chapel)
‘BEGINNINGS’
Contemporary Service

September 9

11:00am (Sanctuary)

TRADITIONAL
Blended Service

BACK TO TWO
WORSHIP SERVICES

9:30am
11:00am

Where to find our sermons?
SilverSpringUMC.org/worship/sermons
NEW! Watch Sunday mornings on Facebook LIVE

Our Locations
(DT) DOWNTOWN CAMPUS

8900 Georgia Ave., Silver Spring, MD 20910

(4C) FOUR CORNERS CAMPUS

33 University Blvd. E, Silver Spring, MD 20901

(301) 587-1215

www.SilverSpringUMC.org

