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Pentecost People
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at what the many ministries
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Pentecost (Part 1) and
Confirmation Sunday

May 27

Pentecost (Part 2)

While the church may have more fanfare around Christmas and Easter,
Pentecost has always been my (Rev. Angela’s) favorite holiday. When the church does celebrate
Pentecost, so often the holiday is reduced down to the “church’s birthday.” On Pentecost the
disciples, through the power of the Holy Spirit, finally got up the guts to venture out into the
world as the Easter people they supposedly already were. So the birthday thing makes sense.
Except this interpretation really focuses on the establishment of the institution when the spirit
of Pentecost (pun intended) actually feels like the exact opposite. (CONT’D ON PAGE X)
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Church Being the Church

— ALL ARE WELCOME —

BY REV. ANGELA FLANAGAN

On March 11 in worship it was announced that my family has
been facing significant family medical challenges compounded
by the separation of my husband and me. After much prayer and
discernment, we are working through the process of divorce. This has been a very
challenging season in my own life, and it has happened all in this busy first year at
SSUMC when we are still getting to know one another as pastor and congregation.
While this is not at all what I hoped my first year here would look like, this season
has shown me in a special way exactly how amazing this place—this people—called
SSUMC is. You have shown me grace in a myriad of ways.
I extend my heartfelt thanks to our Staff Parish Relations Committee who has
worked with me to create a balance between the
church’s needs and my family’s needs. They have
continued to check up on me and make sure that
I am taking care of myself in the midst of caring
for others. The time of modified leave in which I
have been present but not regularly preaching has
allowed me the space and grace I needed to care for
my children. In May I have been preaching every
other week and I look forward to returning to my full
responsibilities as of June 1st.
You, as the congregation, have been so very
respectful of my family’s privacy. I have experienced
God’s grace through your prayers, your hand written
notes of support, through cookies and meals,
through babysitting offers, through hugs and words
of encouragement, through help with my girls on
Sunday mornings. That grace has also been present
as you’ve allowed me to continue to be your pastor
even as I deal with my own “stuff.” Through prayers
offered in times of crisis, through excitement shared over big new ministry dreams,
through the sacraments of Baptism and Holy Communion, it continues to be a
tremendous privilege to be in ministry with you all here in this special community
we call SSUMC.
I already knew this was a special church. I already valued our commitment to
God’s all-inclusive love. But now that truth has taken on new depths. Yes, that
commitment to God’s all-inclusive love shapes our justice ministries, but it also
shapes the way we are a community. It is a powerful thing when the church decides
to BE the church. Thank you for being the church for my girls and me. And what’s
even more powerful is that I know this wasn’t a matter of special treatment for me
as your pastor. I’ve seen you do this for others as well. You all are the church for
this community—inside and outside these church walls—in a powerful, prophetic,
and profound way.
As I round out my first year here, I am so very excited for all that is to come.
We are in challenging times as a denomination, as a nation and as a world. What
a moment this is to BE the church for a hurting world. What a privilege this is to
share Christ’s good news in the midst of so much bad news we receive on a daily
basis. So many good things are happening at SSUMC. May we all continue to
discern the ways we contribute to this community with our prayers, our presence,
our gifts, our service, and our witness so that our church can continue to BE the
church for all those who need to see what God’s love looks like in community.

“You all are the
church for this
community—
inside and
outside these
church walls—
in a powerful,
prophetic, and
profound way.”
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Our Summer Schedule
PENTECOST

Pentecost and Confirmation Sunday May 20
Pentecost Celebration Part 2 May 27

10am Summer Worship
schedule begins
June 3, 2018!
We will have one
combined worship
service, together in
the sanctuary, at 10am.

10am

ONE Combined
Worship Time
BEGINS 6/3

Music will vary throughout the
summer between contemporary,
traditional and blended. This is an
opportunity to worship together as
one community of faith. Take this
opportunity to meet some folks you

don’t know who perhaps worship at
a different service than you usually
do during the school year.

June 24 VBS Sunday

10am One service (DT, Sanctuary) — Children from
Vacation Bible School will lead us in enthusiastic and
fun-filled worship as we celebrate God’s love and joy together

July 8 All Church Meeting

After worship (DT, Sanctuary) — Discuss the status of the struggle for
LGBTQIA+ rights in the life of the United Methodist Church.

Sept 2 Worship on the Lawn

10am On the Lawn (DT, on front lawn) — Join us outside for worship
and singing

Sept 9 Kick Off Sunday
Return to two services at 9:30am and 11am
9:30am Contemporary service (DT, Chapel)
11:00am Traditional Service (DT, Sanctuary)

SUMMER DISCIPLESHIP
Though many of our regular Discipleship classes continue

Trinity class Sundays 9–9:45am (DT, Library) Neil Hindman will

through June, our summer offerings will be concentrated on

continue to lead following along with Cokesbury’s Adult Sunday School curriculum.

Sunday mornings. Take some time to relax during the week,

Adult Drop-in Sunday School class Sundays 9–9:45am (DT, Blue room)

and come check out one of these Sunday School classes.
The summer is a big planning period for us. If you have an idea
for a class meeting time, topic, or book, this is the time to email
Jen Kidwell at jkidwell@silverspringumc.org. Don’t delay!

follow
us on
social!

Pentecost celebrates the boisterous arrival of the Holy Spirit
(described in Acts 2) that many consider the church’s birthday.
Because the Spirit allowed the disciples to communicate
across language barriers to share the gospel with the many
nationalities and language groups present, Pentecost is also a
time in which we celebrate the global nature of our church.

July and August, we’ll read some Bible together and share in a discussion.
No preparation required. Attend one class or all of them. Jen Kidwell will organize.

Young Adult Small Group Timing TBD
We will be exploring the best time, location, and formats for our meetings!
Check in with Jen for the most up to date schedule.

@SilverSpringUMC
@SS_UMC
(DT) is our Downtown Campus and (4C) is our Four Corners Campus — SEE BACK COVER

SilverSpringUMC.org
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RECONCILING & RACIAL JUSTICE MINISTRIES

A Way Forward

JOIN US!

June 9

DC Pride
Parade

BY REV. MICHELE JOHNS WITH JACEY PICKINS-JONES

INFO ON PG 12

For any matters relating to Congregational Care and/or
Reconciling Ministries or if you have any questions, please
email me directly at: mjohns@silverspringumcp.org

General Conference
As we move closer to February 2019,
we continue to prepare our hearts and
minds for the special session of General
Conference that will take place in St.
Louis. No one knows what will happen
during this special legislative session
of the United Methodist Church, but
one thing is certain, the topic on the
table is human sexuality and how the
denomination will proceed regarding
inclusion of LGBTQIA+* persons within
the UMC.
General Conference is the international
gathering of United Methodists to discuss
and vote on petitions and resolutions
brought by individuals and groups
(including UMC agencies and annual
conferences). The gathering is typically
every four years and draws thousands
of United Methodists with about 1,000
(half lay and half clergy) who are sent
to represent their annual conferences.
Decisions made at General Conference
result in revisions in our denomination’s
book of law, the Book of Discipline, and
our denomination’s book of social issues,
the Book of Resolutions.

As the time draws closer to February
2019 we await the final report from the
Commission on the Way Forward. This
team of 32 United Methodists, from all
over the world, has been meeting for
the last year-and-a-half to discern and
recommend a plan for the denomination
to take. Currently, we know of three
models that the Commission has
suggested to the Council of Bishops. The
council of Bishops has recommended the
first model, but chose to submit all three
to the General Conference.

THE FIRST MODEL is that the language
surrounding human sexuality will be
removed from the Book of Discipline
and each area will be given the freedom
to decide what they believe to be right
regarding LGBTQIA inclusion, but we
remain one Church.
THE SECOND MODEL is to create different
branches of the Church that operate
with different levels of inclusion but
still function under one united Council
of Bishops.

Even though these are the three known
models being looked at, anyone can
propose a plan while on the floor of the
General Conference. Due to this aspect
of our legislative structure, it is unclear
what will happen in February 2019.
There is still much uncertainty, but as
a congregation Silver Spring United
Methodist Church will continue to seek
justice and inclusion for all people. We
will continue to follow the teachings and
life of Jesus and the leading of the Holy
Spirit as we pray for the Spirit to lead
all United Methodists to conclude that
inclusion is an issue of justice where all
of God’s children should have a place at
the table.

We expect the release of the bishop’s
recommendation for the way forward
in June 2018.
The Special General
Conference will be
February 23-26, 2019
in St. Louis, Missouri.

THE THIRD MODEL leaves the
discriminatory language and seeks to
enforce these unjust policies.

*LGBTQIA+ — Is the initialism of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer/questioning, intersex, asexual, etc.

The 49th Anniversary Celebration
of the 1969 Freedom Seder
BY GLADYS BAXLEY AND LENNIE SMITH

O

n Tuesday April 3rd a group of
Jewish, Christian, and Muslim
congregations and other
organizations came together at Silver
Spring United Methodist Church to
hold a Freedom Seder on the eve of the
50th anniversary of the assassination of
the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. The
Seder was to commemorate Dr. King’s
assassination and to assess the progress
that has been made in racial justice since
his “Mountaintop” speech 50 years ago.
The first Freedom Seder was held 49
years ago, when Jews for Urban Justice
organized a Seder for 800 people in
an inner-city church. That Freedom

Seder, created by Rabbi Arthur Waskow,
ushered in decades of innovation in the
Jewish world, as the Passover holiday
was reimagined to reflect contemporary
issues. This year’s Seder represented a
renewal of that legacy with a dynamic,
uplifting, multi-faith and multi-racial
celebration.
Guest participants included Congressman
Jamie Raskin (who, as a child was at the
first JUJ Freedom Seder), the Rev. Dr.
C. Anthony Hunt, Topper Carew, Min.
Keisha Dukes, Rabbi Arthur Waskow,
as well as other organizers of the first
Freedom Seder. The Seder featured
music around the themes of oppression,

We were proud to
join together for an
inspirational call to
continue the struggle
for a better world.
liberation and freedom, offered by the
SSUMC Praise Band, the IMAAM Center
Choir, D.C. Labor Chorus, and Song Rise.
The Seder highlighted 1960’s Civil Rights
memories, as was done 49 years ago, and
discussed where we are now in 2018.
We were proud to join together for an
inspirational call to continue the struggle
for a better world.

Our Roadmap to Reconciliation
THE RACIAL JUSTICE GROUP has recently finished reading Roadmap to Reconciliation by Brenda Salter McNeil and
the group is making progress on a mission statement to guide discussion and action items starting next school year.
The group will take June, July, and August off from regular meetings, but stay tuned for possible special events!

ALL CHURCH MEETING —
We are planning to have an all church meeting on July 8, 2018
following our 10am worship service to discuss this further.
Please also feel free to reach out to Rev. Michele or Rev. Angela or visit:
www.umc.org/who-we-are/commission-on-a-way-forward.

The Racial Justice Group is thrilled to have welcomed David Rotenstein of Invisible Montgomery on May 20. The
program that he leads explores Silver Spring’s racialized development history. We discussed how official and private
efforts to produce history and historic preservation in Silver Spring have perpetuated a “separate and unequal”
understanding of our community’s history. These trends have reproduced the Jim Crow-era social structure that
dominated the community throughout most of the twentieth century. Look for other opportunities to partner with
INVISIBLE MONTGOMERY by attending one of their popular Black History Walking Tours of Downtown Silver Spring.

SSUMC members attended a conference-wide reconciling ministries event, April 2018
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(DT) is our Downtown Campus and (4C) is our Four Corners Campus — SEE BACK COVER
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MISSION & OUTREACH MINISTRY

A FAREWELL NOTE

HPV Vaccination
Educational Session

Intentional Relationships
BY REV. EVELYN RIVERA
Rev. Evelyn’s appointment at SSUMC is through June 30.
After that time, for matters concerning mission and outreach,
please be in touch with Rev. Angela: aflanagan@ssumc.org

“I don’t claim anything of the work.
It is God’s work. I am like a little
pencil in God’s Hand, that is all.
God does the thinking. God does
the writing. The pencil has only
to be allowed to be used.
—MOTHER TERESA

W

ell, dear friends, the time has come... It is with
bitter sweet emotion that I share that Bishop LaTrelle
Easterling has appointed me to serve as the Associate Pastor at
Middletown United Methodist Church effective July 1st.
I came to you a year and a half ago as the Associate Pastor for
Mission & Outreach at the start of a capital campaign during a
time of church growth. One of the things that attracted me to
SSUMC was your aspiration to be a movement of Christ’s love
to ALL people. Furthermore, your determination to emulate
Christ in pursuing justice, equality, and the guarantee of basic
human rights for marginalized people by promoting a culture
of love, support, mutual understanding, and acceptance in the
church is what I believe graces this church community.
We expect to find, sense, or experience God in certain places
like when we gather for worship or while watching a beautiful
sunset from my favorite home island of Vieques in Puerto Rico,
listening to inspiring music or perhaps when we’re praying or
reading the Bible. However, sometimes we may find God in
unexpected places or circumstances; that’s what I experienced at
our Four Corners Mission & Outreach Center.
In all my interactions with the participants through both the
Mobile and Choice Pantries, all I have ever heard is how the
Four Corners’ space, staff, and volunteers have made them feel
welcomed, not judged or disrespected. Three of the most recent
personal stories that stand out for me and warms my heart are
the following:
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1

First, a young woman unable to work full-time due
to caring for her mother with a severe neurological
disorder and raising up a teenage son approached me
with tears streaming down her cheeks and expressed gratitude
for the ways the ministries at the Four Corners site had restored
her dignity. As a way of paying it forward she wanted this pastor
to know that she wouldn’t be able to contribute financially but
had time available and would be volunteering at the Choice
Pantry every 2nd & 4th Saturday of every month.
Secondly, an older gentleman who was a regular
participant at the Mobile Pantry asked if I could kneel
close to where he was sitting as there was something
urgent he needed to communicate to this pastor. As I leaned
over, he gently whispered “Thank you!” To which I responded,
“What for?” “You’ve seen me! You’ve touched me! You’ve talked
to me! You’ve heard me!”

2

Lastly, a woman who had worked for many years for
The Community Action Program never thought she
would be in need of the type of assistance that our
ministries had to offer in her lifetime. She admitted that up to
this moment she never truly understood what true compassion
looked like until she experienced it first-hand through the
choice pantry at the Four Corners Missions & Outreach Center.

3

My primary goal has been to implement innovative community
building and development efforts that would allow us to move
into more intentional relationships with the people we serve.
Instances of this were made evident through the fitness activities
(Zumba & Yoga) followed by Educational/Nutritional Topics.
Combining these programs with the mobile pantry helped build
pastoral presence and promote a sense of community among
the participants.
Also, partnering with University of Maryland, Blair and
Eastern Middle Schools, Manna Food Center and the Latino
Health Initiative have raised the profile of SSUMC and helped
us to begin to earn the respect of community members and
organizations. We have been pleased with the community-based
collaborations which have made these ministries possible.
In the Summer of 2017, SSUMC sponsored its first 8-week
Outdoor Strong camp in collaboration with Eastern Middle
School. Eighteen at-risk/underserved middle school aged
youth were transported from their school to other locations

S U M M E R | Silver Spring United Methodist Church (SSUMC) — ALL ARE WELCOME

Rev. Evelyn (far right), Rev. Angela (far left) advocating for Afforadable housing

for daily activities which emphasized physical fitness, trust, confidence
and team-building. They learned to use the metro, visited and did
some volunteer work in DC, participated in scavenger hunts and in art
projects at Strathmore Music Center. Each individual youth was able to
log 16 SSL (Student Service Learning) hours of volunteer work. They all
benefitted from many volunteer counselors/personal trainers from local
gyms, college and high school volunteers as well as other community
members. I’m excited to share that we’re getting ready to launch our
Outdoor Strong camp for the second time this Summer from July 9 thru
August 24th.
I leave SSUMC full of gratitude. I am thankful for Rev. Rachel Cornwell
and the wonderful staff that welcomed me without missing a beat. To
Lisa Middleton, Megan O’Connor, Anne & Ed Metcalf, Lynne Waters,
Nancy Balph, Marie Matthews, Rev. Michele, Rev. Katherine, Andrew,
Kijana, Jennifer, Mary Ann, and Aaron — your faithfulness has been a
gift to me! With my departure, I remind you that you are in the great
care of Rev. Angela Flanagan. She will continue to lead you in exciting
ways and will care for you as you welcome new children, celebrate
marriages, advocate for change, heal, and grieve.
Please keep me in your prayers. Just as the Apostle Paul prayed for the
people in Ephesus, I pray for you. “I have heard of your faith in the Lord
Jesus and your love towards all the saints, and for this reason I do not
cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers...”
Grace & Peace,
Rev. Evelyn Rivera

SPRC has made the decision that Rev. Evelyn’s position will not be able to be replaced
due to budget constraints. We will need to work together as a congregation to ensure
a sustainable future for the vital and fruitful ministries at our Four Corners Campus.
Come join us in conversation about our vision for 4C ministry and how
we move forward together Sunday May 20 at 4pm in the Scout Room (4C)
or Tuesday May 22 at 7pm in Hamilton Hall (4C).

(DT) is our Downtown Campus and (4C) is our Four Corners Campus — SEE BACK COVER

According to Hyun Lee, a graduate student
at UDC-Georgetown University in Cancer
Biology, Prevention and Control, cervical
cancer is the highest among the Hispanic/
Latina women. During a presentation given
to 15 Hispanic/Latina women during the
Mobile Pantry in April she shared that
early treatment prevents up to 80% of
cervical cancers. There
are currently 3 vaccines
Early
approved by the Food
treatment
and Drug Administration
prevents
(FDA) on the market in
reducing the prevalence of
up to
cervical cancer, however,
there are still many
of cervical
vulnerable communities
cancers
who have not received
these vaccines.

80%

The primary barriers
mentioned were financial and parental
attitudes. Although health insurances
and Medicaid cover the cost of all three
shots under the vaccines for the children’s
program, there are many who are
uninsured, who fall below the poverty line
and are ineligible for Medicaid because
of immigration uncertainties within the
Hispanic community.
At present, Catholic Charities serves these
communities with a discounted HPV vaccine
costing $25/shot and $75 total for the whole
series. There is also a list of both private and
public medical centers that receive federal
funds to administer the HPV vaccine at
no cost to the patients for those who are
uninsured and less that 18yrs old, regardless
of immigration status. Unfortunately, for
many communities where health care is
not accessible or medically underserved,
this vital information is lost. Lastly, Ms. Lee
strongly believes that education which is
significantly influenced by socio-economic
status is the key to lessening the gap in
health disparity.
To learn more contact the CDC
(Center for Disease Control) at
1-800-232-4636 or www.cdc.gov/hpv
SilverSpringUMC.org
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2019 INTERNATIONAL MISSION TRIP

CHILDREN & FAMILY MINISTRIES

Downtown Campus

Kitchen Update
BY JEN KIDWELL

Being The Church
— in Cuba!
BY REV. ANGELA FLANAGAN

Are you interested in serving
with our siblings in Christ in
the Cuban Methodist Church?
We will send a delegation to
Havana, Cuba March 11-20, 2019.

Come learn more
about this opportunity
for mission on:

MAY 27 12:15pm or
JUNE 3 11:15am

In Cuba, the Methodist Church is growing by leaps
and bounds. Providing adequate training for new
pastors is a critical need in the church. The mission
team going down will be assisting in the ongoing
work of building housing for seminary professors.
This housing will help secure the future of Methodist
theological education. There are skilled, paid Cuban
workers who guide the building project. So no
specific construction skills are required as most of the
work needed from volunteers is simple — but labor
intensive.
In addition to our construction work, we will have the
great opportunity to visit various churches around
Havana where we will experience very Spirit-filled
worship and learn more about what being the church
looks like in this different cultural and theological
context.
All donations from the Silent Auction April 22
designated for VIM will support this mission!

Informal sessions will be offered
May 27 12:15pm and June 3 11:15am

QUESTIONS? Contact Rev. Angela at
aflanagan@silverspringumc.org or (301) 587-1215
8

In March, some intrepid volunteers donned rubber
gloves and can-do attitudes to spruce up the kitchen
at the Downtown campus. It’s not perfect yet, but
we’re getting organized! A huge thanks to those who
took loads of broken things to the dump, polished our
beautiful silver, cleaned appliances to be sold, sorted
dishes and utensils, scrubbed walls, and shared stories
of the hospitality made possible by willing hands and a
few stoves. I have enjoyed rummaging through some
of the kitchen records, especially the Woodside UMW
recipe box. Full of useful tips, tricks, and scalable
recipes, these are the sorts of things I love about
churches with rich histories! Here’s one of my favorite
recipes from the box, which was a popular choice at
large events 20-30 years ago.

Connecting
the Past and the Present
BY MARIE MATTHEWS
As the Director of Children and Family Ministries, I am excited to work with a team of staff and
volunteers to provide engaging education and fun programming for children birth through 5th grade
and their families. Have questions or ideas? Please reach out at mmatthews@silverspringumc.org

As a part of Black History month, some of our children met with older African American
members of our congregation over lunch to learn more about them and their history. The
children asked questions and there were discussions on topics from racial discrimination,
black lives matter, Barack Obama becoming the first African American president and how
things have changed, or not changed, regarding race over the years.

POPPY SEED CHICKEN
Serves 8

Serves 16

Serves 32

Serves 48

Pan size

9x9

9x13

(2) 9x13

(3) 9x13

Diced cooked
chicken

2.5 cups
or 1.5 lbs

5 cups
or 3 lbs

10 cups
or 6 lbs

15 cups
or 9 lbs

Cream of
mushroom
soup

1 can
(10 oz)

2 cans

4 cans

6 cans

Sour cream

1 cup

2 cups

4 cups

6 cups

Milk

3 TBS

6 TBS

¾ cup

1 cup + 2 TBS

Butter or
margarine

1 stick

2 sticks

4 sticks

6 sticks

Ritz crackers

1 sleeve

2 sleeves

4 sleeves

6 sleeves

Poppy seeks

1 TBS

2 TBS

4 TBS

6 TBS

Preheat oven to 350
In a medium bowl, mix soup, sour cream, and milk.
In another bowl, mix melted butter or margarine,
crushed Ritz crackers, and
poppy seeds.
Grease pans. Layer chicken,
soup mixture, and crackers and
repeat, ending with crackers.
Bake for 25-35 minutes until
bubbling. Serve on cooked
noodles or rice.
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Lillian Scott stated, “She doesn’t like the
perception that black people have gotten.
It is negative things that impact our
children. Why does the color of your skin
matter and not what is in your heart” She
told the children, “To be respectful and
not judge or taunt one another”. Maggie,
a 5th grader stated, “that people are too
judgie.” William, another 5th grader said,
“School would be boring if we were all
the same. He has friends that are black
like him, white, Asian and many other

nationalities. He likes that. Evelyn, a 6-yr
old said, “If all my friends were like me,
I wouldn’t like it. I like that we are all
different.” Gladys Baxley told them “She
has hope for this generation because she
sees them in church and Sunday school.
She knows that it won’t be easy, but she
is here for them and she will encourage
them. The advice she offered them was,
“To be kind and gentle people.” Lenny
Smith said, “Live a life without regrets.
Take every opportunity to take advantage

(DT) is our Downtown Campus and (4C) is our Four Corners Campus — SEE BACK COVER

of what is around you. Don’t be afraid to
fail because that is how you learn.”
A lot was discussed and learned by all
that participated. By sharing their stories,
we were Connecting the Past and the
Present. At the end, the children asked
if we could do this again and have their
parent’s participant. Yes, we will. It was a
good day and great lesson for them.

SilverSpringUMC.org
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EAST ER was a very ‘Hoppy’ one!

9:00am – 12:30pm

Ages 4 through 6th Grade
Online Registration is OPEN

TO REGISTER YOUR CHILD go online to:
silverspringumcp.tpsdb.com/OnlineReg/89
VOLUNTEERS ARE STILL NEEDED.
Whether you can volunteer, one or two days,
or the whole week, we need you! Sharing
your time and talents by working with the
kids is a great way to lead by example and
demonstrate your stewardship. Please note:
We are a Safe Sanctuaries congregation. All
volunteers working with children and youth
must attend a Safe Sanctuaries training,
complete the required paperwork and have a
background check obtained on them.

God smiled on us this
year with a beautiful
sunny and warm March
day for another fun
day. Thanks to all the
wonderful helpers and
cookie bakers! Over 150
members of the Silver
Spring community
attended our annual
event to enjoy crafts,
decorating cookies and,
of course, the Easter
egg hunt. Thank you to
everyone who helped
to make this a fun day
for the kids. A “Hoppy”
time was had by all.
Silver Spring United Methodist Church (SSUMC) — ALL ARE WELCOME

June 18–22

In this year’s Hero Central VBS, we will take
kids on an awesome adventure alongside
some of their favorite Bible heroes and
discover the qualities that make us truly
heroic in God. Hero Central is for kids
ages 4 through 6th grade and will run
from 9:00am–12:30pm each day. Online
registration is open and will close when we
reach capacity so be sure to register NOW to
secure your child’s spot for this fun, Christfilled, educational week!

Our Annual
Easter
Crafts &
Egg Hunt

10

Vacation Bible School (VBS)

TO REGISTER TO VOLUNTEER go to:
silverspringumcp.tpsdb.com/OnlineReg/88
For more information, or to
volunteer, contact Ms. Marie at
mmatthews@silverspringumc.org

(DT) is our Downtown Campus and (4C) is our Four Corners Campus — SEE BACK COVER
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SEASONAL HIGHLIGHTS

YOUTH MINISTRIES

SUM M ER CALE NDAR
Saturday, June 9

DC pride parade
Let’s represent SSUMC in the DC pride
parade on June 9th! We will march
together with our United Methodist
siblings. Meet at SSUMC (time TBD)
and we will travel by metro together
or contact Rev. Angela or Rev. Michele
to find out where to meet up with us
downtown.

Sunday, June 10

“Thank you” to
Carolyn Stock
A special thank you to Ms. Stock for
over 30 years of service to our children
and our church. Mark your calendars for

are being promoted to the next level of
learning as well as our high school and
college graduates. If you have a student
being promoted, or graduating, please
contact Ms. Marie so that they can be
recognized during this service.

Sunday, July 1

Summer Sunday
School Begins
Beginning July 1, we will offer Summer
Sunday School during the months of
July and August. This year’s theme is
Play Dough Bible Lessons for Sunday
School. Kids love play dough, the colors,
the shaping, and even the smell! Using
play dough they will have fun and get a
greater understanding of spiritual growth
and how God works in their lives.

Volunteers Needed
For Summer Sunday
School
June 10 and join us after the 10:00 a.m.
worship service in the Fellowship Hall
(DT) for a celebration in her honor.

Sunday, June 10

Christian Education
Sunday
This year, our Christian Education
Sunday will be bitter sweet. We will
recognize Ms. Stock for her many years
of service and her commitment and
dedication to our children and our
programs. In July, Ms. Stock will be
moving back home to England to be with
her family. While we are sad that she
is leaving us after all of these years, we
are very happy for her to be back home
with her family and we rejoice with her.
We will also recognize our students that
12

Our Sunday school team will be taking
a well-deserved break over the summer
and we are looking for co-leaders during
the months of July and August to co-lead
together. This would be a great way for
parents to give back to our program. It is
also a great “test run” for anyone thinking
about helping in the Sunday school
classes in the fall, but just not sure if
they can do it. We only need you for one
Sunday. The lessons are short and simple
and the class is set up for you. All you
have to do is co-lead. You will be amazed
how easy it is and how much you will get
out of it. Please prayerfully consider this,
and if you are called to help, sign up on
the clip board on the table outside the
education office. Questions? Contact Ms.
Marie at mmatthews@silverspringumc.org
NOTE: The last day of regular Sunday school will be on
Sunday, May 20. Craft packs will be available during
the month of June until Summer Sunday School begins.
The Nursery (infants – 23 months) and Tiny Treasures
class (ages 2 & 3) are available year round.

S U M M E R | Silver Spring United Methodist Church (SSUMC) — ALL ARE WELCOME

Sunday, July 22, 1:30pm

Nationals vs. Braves
Washington Nationals take on the Atlanta
Braves — summer time is baseball time.
Hot dogs, popcorn and cracker jacks.
Bring your friends, neighbors
or your entire family to a Nat’s
game. Seating is reserved (first
come, first served) and if we get
a large enough group, SSUMC will get a
shout out on the scoreboard! So, come on,
let us show the Nat’s that SSUMC is in
the house! Tickets cost $10/person.

Tuesday, July 24
12noon–2:30pm

Butler’s Orchard
Summer is a time to for all to relax, take a
break, and enjoy fun activities. Why not
enjoy them with your church family? It
is a great way to get to know one another
better. Come out and have some fun!
Join us for a hayride, picnic and berry
picking. You bring your food. There will
be picnic tables, a private hayride that
will take us to a field to pick berries. Each
member of our group gets to pick their
own pint of berries. Cost is $10/person or
$40/family. Reserve your spot now before
the hay ride fills up.

Date (TBD)

Ice Cream
Social
I scream, you scream,
we all scream for ice
cream! What better
way to cool off in
the summer than to
enjoy ice cream? Be
sure to look for more
information in the
church bulletin!

From Laser Tag to Service Projects
BY JEN KIDWELL
I oversee our youth, young adult, and adult discipleship programs. If you’re
interested in learning more, or in exploring membership here, I’d love to hear
from you! I can be reached at: jkidwell@silverspringumc.org

This Spring, our Youth have been
having fun and helping out. We’ve
played laser tag, nearly saved the world
from a zombie apocalypse, sorted and
cleaned rugs and appliances at A Wider
Circle, we took some time away at Busch
Gardens. We crafted for the auction and
we prepared to celebrate our seniors. We
worshiped together monthly, learning to
sing some new songs, finding creative
ways to pray, and celebrating the bounty
of grace through communion. We’ve
created some new traditions this season!
Soon, we will all be looking toward one
of the big yearly traditions for our youth:
summer mission trips. This year, a
mixed group of middle and high school
students will be exploring organizations
that address food security in Washington
DC. We hope that this trip will help us
learn new ways to be engaged in this
work throughout the year. We’ll be
staying at First Baptist Church on 16th
street, and meeting some organizations
like Jubilee Housing and Christ
House for the first time, and getting
to know some organizations like
Martha’s Table and the Capital Area
Food Bank on a deeper level. Pray
for us as we prepare and as we go
on the trip June 24-29.
Our high schoolers will be
returning to Appalachia Service
Project, though we’ll be at a
different site in Southern West Virginia
this year. While the students always look
forward to learning new skills and getting
their hands dirty, they are most looking
forward getting to know the homeowners
and families that are willing to let them
into their homes and lives. The high
school youth will be on their trip from
July 15-21 and also covet your prayers.

ABOVE: The youth at the Escape Room in April
RIGHT: Some of our youth volunteers at A Wider Circle in March

(DT) is our Downtown Campus and (4C) is our Four Corners Campus — SEE BACK COVER
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COVER STORY

YOUTH MINISTRIES

Meet Our 2018 Confirmands
BY JEN KIDWELL

Sarah Blum is in 6th grade at Takoma Park Middle School. She loves to swim and plays the violin. She
likes being in confirmation class with her best friend and loves all the people at SSUMC. Her mentor is
Wendy Warren.

Ava Barham is in 7th grade at Silver Spring International Middle School. She likes theater, running cross
country, and recently travelled to France through an exchange program. She likes that confirmation
class is teaching her about the church and the United Methodist denomination. She feels welcome here
because SSUMC is accepting of all people. Her mentor is Angelin Sathyanesan.
Caleb Perry is in 6th grade at St. Anselm’s Abbey school in Washington D.C. Caleb is a boy scout and likes
playing piano and handbells, which he plays with the Children and Youth handbell choir. Caleb likes
coming to SSUMC because the people make up his church family and are an important community for
him. His mentor is Ryan Lincoln.

Evan Willson is in 6th grade at Eastern Middle School. He is a boy scout and likes
playing Nintendo with his friends. He enjoys attending the 9:30 service with his
family because of the music and the singing. His mentor is Lennie Smith.

Fisher Mallon is in 7th grade at Eastern Middle School. He is a boy scout and
likes rock climbing – or climbing just about anything. He likes attending a
church with people from all over the world. His mentor is Aaron Sathyanesan.

Confirmation
Sunday

MAY 20

Gabrielle Brown is in 6th grade at Briggs Cheney Middle School. She likes sports and solving riddles, and
is a fabulous pancake chef. She really loves the music that’s part of our worship services here. Her mentor
is Rebecca McGinnis.

David Maya-Shelton is in 6th grade at Sligo Middle School. He likes watching and playing lots of sports
– especially soccer. He appreciates that he gets to make new friends at church and create a different
community here than just from his school. His mentor is Dustin Long.

Kevin Afenyo is in 7th grade at Takoma Park Middle School. His favorite subjects are math and science
and his family is from Ghana. He enjoys reading the Bible and is happy to be continuing his faith
development at SSUMC. His mentor is Carl Cockburn.
14
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Pentecost People

[ CONT’D FROM COVER ]

On the day of Pentecost (which was
originally a Jewish festival), people were
gathered in Jerusalem from all over the
world, Jews from so many places that
the liturgist always dreads that reading
from Acts 2 because who on earth can
pronounce all those places? But where
were the disciples? Were they out mixing
with the crowds? Getting to know those
neighbors that Jesus called them to love?
Jesus told them to go to Jerusalem, Judea,
Samaria and to the ends of the earth.
Conveniently enough, 50 days after
Easter, the ends of the
earth come to them.
But they are wringing
their hands closed
off in a house. Jesus
is not in the tomb,
but the disciples have
squirreled themselves
away in the safety of
a living tomb—where no chances need
be taken, where they can be in their
friend group, where they can lick their
wounds. Yet into the disciples’ fear, the
Spirit demands boldness. On Pentecost,
the disciples get ripped from their comfort
zones and shoved out into the big, scary
world of people who are very different
from them. This is scary stuff. Into our
human desire to categorize peoples and
places, the Spirit dissolves the walls that
we used to protect ourselves—and there
is much we need to protect ourselves from
even these days.

...the
Spirit
demands
boldness

In this day and age, it would be easy to
hide ourselves away with like minded
people, bide our time until the UMC is
more accepting, until the world is safer,
until the people aren’t so polarized. So it’s
worth asking ourselves: do we have room
for God’s disruptive Spirit busting down
our walls, pushing us out of our comfort
zones, calling us to hold diversity and
unity not as opposites or rivals but as a
precious and delicate balance of mutuality,
vulnerability, and trust? Do we have room
for the Spirit to break down our categories
and realize that it’s not “our” way or
“theirs” but Christ’s entirely different third
Kin-dom way that breaks the limits of

our imaginations about what
community can look like?
In our world, we need a
Pentecost moment about now. In
our Church, we need a Pentecost
moment about now. In our lives,
we need a Pentecost moment
about now. And maybe, just
maybe, that Spirit is already
blowing if only we let ourselves
feel it.
One of the most immediate ways we can
see the presence of the Spirit moving in
our congregation is in, and through, the
lives of young people, who are learning
what it means to claim this kind of bold
and living faith for themselves. As is
tradition, we celebrate Confirmation
Sunday on Pentecost. This group of
confirmands has been meeting weekly
since January, and learning the questions
that millennia of Christians have wrestled
with since the Spirit first flooded the lives
of the disciples with light and new words
and new community. We are careful to
frame confirmation as one of the first
steps of a more mature faith, affirming
that it is this broken and beautiful body
of the Church that will continue to shape
and be shaped by them in years to come.
This group of 6th and 7th graders
(pictured above) will impress you if you
get to know them. They care deeply
about the church as a place for all God’s
people, and many have named SSUMC
as an important community for them
that’s outside of the pressures and social
complexities of school. They seek to
understand those who believe differently,
and crave the kind of unity that is hard
to find in culture today. They have
learned the language of grace and thought
about the practices and people who are
instruments of God’s grace in their lives.
They have a well-developed sense of the
importance of the sacraments in worship,
and of the way they call us to both recall
the foundations of our faith and build
up the church accordingly. My prayer
for them will be to continue to have the
courage to seek and identify Jesus amidst

(DT) is our Downtown Campus and (4C) is our Four Corners Campus — SEE BACK COVER

the struggles they are sure to face in the
coming years, relying on the truth that he
has gone before them into vulnerability
and suffering in a way that means they
are never alone in those places. My prayer
for the church will be to identify and
claim the Spirit in the hearts and faith of
these young people; that this will renew
our courage to open our lives to the
mischievous leadings of God in the world
today.
Accordingly, we will celebrate Pentecost
two-fold this year. There is no way to
do justice to the important faith journey
and commitment of our youth and to
the exciting call to be passionate and
prophetic Pentecost people all in one
Sunday. (Or at least there would probably
be grumbling stomachs by the time we
ended worship!) So, have no fear—we
will celebrate Pentecost week two on
May 27—a time to celebrate the ways
that God’s Spirit has already made us a
Pentecost people at SSUMC and recommit ourselves to the hard work of
living into that identity each and every
day. Both weeks celebrate the Spirit’s
work in us as a community. Both weeks
call for our (re-)commitment. Both weeks
celebrate our (new) birth even as we are
called into God’s
future. This is an
exciting time
Pentecost
in the life of
Services
the Church.
May 20
God’s just
Pentecost (Part 1) and
getting
Confirmation Sunday
started with
May 27
us—thanks
Pentecost (Part 2)
be to God.

SilverSpringUMC.org
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OPERATIONS

MUSIC MINISTRY

Navigating Change

Summer Music Notes

BY ANDREW KIRKLAND

BY MARY ANN WILLOW

I oversee finance, buildings and grounds, stewardship, and day-to-day
operations of the church. Please connect with me to learn how you might
become engaged. I can be reached at: akirkland@silverspringumc.org

Please know you are always welcome to join any of our
music groups. If you have any questions, please email me
directly at: mawillow@silverspringumc.org

Over the past four months, I have received a warm welcome into the
SSUMC community. Since my arrival, I’ve spent a lot of time listening
and evaluating. Since January, we have begun introducing some new
changes that are designed to further the mission of the church.
To start, I would like
to introduce two
new members of
our team:
Kijana Mayfield
joined SSUMC
this month as
the Office &
Communications
Manager. Kijana
has replaced
Laurie Swain who served our church
community for three years. Laurie will
surly be missed. Kijana will continue
Laurie’s duties while taking on a more
primary role with communications for
the church.
I would also
like to introduce

Brendon Thomas
who joined in
the SSUMC
community in
February as the
Part-time Facilities Specialist. Brendon will
be responsible for facility repairs at both
campuses. You will notice Brendon during
the evenings throughout both campuses.
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You will also notice the following facility
improvements over the next months:
These additional facility projects will enhance and strengthen the church’s mission.

New and/
or repairs to
doors at both
the Downtown
and Four
Corners
campuses.

Keyless entry
system at both
campuses.
This system
will allow for
greater safety
and security.

Completed
the storm
drainage
project at the
Downtown
Campus.

Our Membership Capabilities
Lastly, we’ve been partnering with Touchpoint (the church’s
membership database) to maximize the
systems capabilities. You will start
noticing our push for online giving as well as our
push to grow financial stewardship throughout
the church. We truly feed the community
in mind, body, and spirt. Your giving has
touched thousands of individuals annually.

S U M M E R | Silver Spring United Methodist Church (SSUMC) — ALL ARE WELCOME

Summer Music
Schedule
Beginning Sun, June 3,
as we transition to our
summer worship schedule
of one service at 10:00am,
our music will also transition.

10am

ONE Combined
Worship Time
BEGINS 6/3

EVERYONE is invited to join our
summer choir which will rehearse each
Sunday at 9:00am. The music will be
familiar and easy to learn in 30 minutes!
We will have a mix of traditional, gospel
and contemporary music – sometimes
led by our Praise Band Director Dan
Genua, sometimes by Mary Ann Willow
at the organ, and sometimes by both!
This is a great time to get to know other
singers of all ages in a relaxed setting
and ‘Sing to the Glory of God.’

Good Friday
CombinedChoir Concert

A Huge Thanks to Our 2017-2018
Musicians for a Great Season!
Praise Band – Dan Genua, director; Chancel Choir; Women’s Ensemble - Carole
Whittam, director; Adult and Youth Bell Choir – Mary Kautz and Marilyn Parr,
directors; Children’s and Youth Bell Choir – Chelsea Dorman and Susanne Nobles,
directors; Children’s Choir – Melissa Polito, director; our many instrumental and
vocal soloists; and to our clergy and congregation, endless thanks for your support!
If you were inspired and would like to get involved, we’d love to have you!
LIST OF OUR MUSIC LEADERS—

Join us for just one Sunday or whenever
you are available. No commitment is
necessary. We will welcome you!

PRAISE BAND DIRECTOR
Dan Genua, dgenua@gmail.com
BEGINNING BELL CHOIR
Chelsea Dorman,
chelsea.dorman@gmail.com

QUESTIONS? Contact Mary Ann Willow at
mawillow@silverspringumc.org or
Dan Genua at dgenua@gmail.com

Vocal and
Instrumental
Soloists Needed

BELL CHOIR
Mary Kautz, mary.kautz@gmail.com
Marilyn Parr, Marilyn_Parr@comcast.net
CHILDREN’S CHOIR
Melissa Polito, nmpolito@comcast.net
WOMEN’S ENSEMBLE
Carole Whittam, carole.whittam@gmail.com

Music celebrating Black History Month

We welcome soloists for our summer
services — both vocalists and
Instrumentalists — of all ages!
TO SIGN UP FOR A SUNDAY OR TWO Please contact
Mary Ann Willow at mawillow@silverspringumc.org

(DT) is our Downtown Campus and (4C) is our Four Corners Campus — SEE BACK COVER
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MEMBER NEWS

MEMBER NEWS

Our Graduates!
BY JEN KIDWELL

SSUMC invites you to celebrate our high school graduates! Their families are so
proud and we are too. They have all contributed their gifts and enriched the life of
our congregation and we are so excited to support them on their upcoming journeys.

Mercedes Horn
will graduate as a
co-valedictorian at
Northwood High
School. She’s planning
to attend University
of Vermont’s school
of environment and
natural resources, to
build on her experiences
doing climate and
sustainability research.

Niko Kolev will
graduate from
Albert Einstein High
School, International
Baccalaureate Program.
He will be attending
Wake Forest University
in Winston-Salem, NC
in the fall.

Lenora Blakely is a
high school senior
graduating from Stone
Ridge School of the
Sacred Heart. Lenora is
enrolled in University
of Maryland as an
incoming freshman in
the fall and plans to
major in Public Health
Sciences.

Casey Middleton will
graduate from Blair
High School. She has
been an active leader
in the youth group
and volunteers at the
Choice Pantry most
weekends it’s open.
She is looking forward
to applying to the
AmeriCorps program
this summer.

Emma Polito will be
graduating from Albert
Einstein High School,
where she has played
four years of varsity
soccer and lacrosse.
She is secretary of the
National Honor Society,
and president of Girls
Learn International.
Attending Gettysburg
College in the fall.

Also a Big Congratulations to Our College Student Graduates, too!
Kelechi Obineche Degree in Information Systems Assurance, Howard Community College
Nkemka Obineche B.A. in Psychology. Villanova University, Will be starting law school in the fall
Becky Hill Bachelor of Science in Business Management, Grand Canyon University
Rev. Katherine Brown PhD in Theology & Religious Studies, The Catholic University of America
Elizabeth Brown MA in teaching, St. Mary’s
Jacey Pickens-Jones MDiv, Wesley Theological Seminary

BIRTHS

WEDDINGS

3/6 David Sherk,
parents Dan and Kim
2/6 Dominic Teti-Zilinskas,
parents Erica and Kristin

3/3 Dominique & Hank
4/7 Gina David & Frank Hamel
4/20 Markita Martin & Kelechi Lane
4/28 Jessica Sides & Nick Novesel

BAPTISMS

D E AT H S

5/13 Iris Elizabeth Catherine
Speidel, parents Lindsay
and Richard
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2/17 Margaret Madert
2/23 Gwen Twiford

How can we support you?
• Pastoral Emergency: Call (301) 458-0768
• List a Prayer Concern in the Bulletin: Contact the church
office (301) 587-1215 or admin@silverspringumc.org)
• Schedule a Baptism or Wedding: Contact Rev. Angela at
aflanagan@silverspringumc.org or (301) 587-1215
• Meet with one of our pastors: To schedule time with
one of our pastors directly, please find our emails on
pg 2 or you may call the church office at (301) 587-1215
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Q&A

B atter up !
Silent Auction —
A Huge Success!

Q: I’ve got a
question about
the website.
Who do I ask?
A: Jen Kidwell or Kijana

Thanks for hitting our donations
out of the park! Our Silent Auction
was a huge hit raising over $5,000!
Many thanks to all the businesses
and individuals who donated items
and to the volunteers who helped
pull it all together on the big day.
The funds raised will go to support
the youth mission trips this summer
and a future Volunteers in Mission
trip to Cuba next year.

Mayfield (emails on PG 2)

Q: I have an new
idea for ministry.
What should I
do next?
A: Contact David Renfro
(chralexro@aol.com), the
chair of the Council on
Ministries.

LEFT: Marie Matthews and Becky Hill headed up the Auction.
ABOVE: Painting the sign annnnnddd.... lunch and Silent Auction Time!

Keep Living Out Your Mission

Q: What happens
on June 3rd?
A: We begin our Summer

Hours: 10am, ONE worship
service in the sanctuary (DT)

BY JACEY PICKENS-JONES

Dear Silver Spring UMC Family,
For the last one-and-a-half years SSUMC has felt like home. A home where
people gather to spend time together, cry together, grow together, and
encourage one another. I have learned so much during my time serving
with you all. Thank you for allowing me the space to preach, teach, and
further discern the calling God has placed on my life. Through our time
together I have gained a deeper understanding of who God has created and
called me to be, and you all have supported my journey every step of the way.

know
you
are
loved

Now, as my wife Emily and I get ready for the next chapter of our lives, we will carry you all
with us. We are so grateful for the love, kindness, and generosity you have shown us. Words
cannot express how thankful we are for this community that encouraged and celebrated us as
we began our married life together. We will miss this community so much but look forward
to seeing how your ministry continues to grow and are thankful for the connection that is the
United Methodist Church. Keep living out your mission and know you are loved.
In the Peace of Christ,
Jacey Pickens-Jones
(DT) is our Downtown Campus and (4C) is our Four Corners Campus — SEE BACK COVER

10am

ONE Combined
Worship Time
BEGINS 6/3

Q: Will Pastor
Evelyn’s position
be replaced?
A: Join us on May 20

(4pm) or May 22 (7pm) to
be part of the conversation.
SEE PG 7 FOR MORE INFO.
SilverSpringUMC.org
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PERMIT NO. 183

We are a movement of Christ’s love to the people
of Silver Spring, feeding all of God’s people—
body, mind and spirit—so that no one goes hungry.

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Serving our Community

Sunday Worship

We welcome your help and support of these outreach ministries.

AT OUR DOWNTOWN CAMPUS

MARTHA’S TABLE — SANDWICH-MAKING

9:30am (Chapel)
‘BEGINNINGS’
Contemporary Service

WHEN:
WHERE:
CONTACT:

1st Saturday of the month (8:45–9:30am)
Downtown (Kitchen, downstairs)
Contact Ken Parr (301) 587-6913

CHOICE PANTRY — MANNA FOOD CENTER
WHEN:
WHERE:
CONTACT:

2nd & 4th Saturdays (10:00am–12Noon)
Four Corners (Fellowship Hall)
Lisa Middleton (lisa.middleton@verizon.net)

MOBILE FOOD PANTRY
WHEN:
		
WHERE:
CONTACT:

2nd Tuesdays (3:00–5:00pm)
Volunteers are welcome at 2:00pm
Four Corners (Front entry, facing Blair HS)
Anne Metcalf (anne_metcalf@msn.com)

SHEPHERD’S TABLE
WHEN:
WHERE:
CONTACT:

SETUP

SERVE

3rd Wednesdays DINNER (4-5pm + 5:30–8pm)
5th Saturdays BRUNCH (9:00am–12Noon)
8106 Georgia Ave., Silver Spring, 20910
Bob & Suzanne Browning (suznbob@verizon.net)

11:00am (Sanctuary)
TRADITIONAL
Blended Service

10am

ONE Combined
Worship Time
BEGINS 6/3

And listen to past sermons:
SilverSpringUMC.org/worship/sermons

Our Locations
(DT) DOWNTOWN CAMPUS

8900 Georgia Ave., Silver Spring, MD 20910

(4C) FOUR CORNERS CAMPUS

33 University Blvd. E, Silver Spring, MD 20901

(301) 587-1215

www.SilverSpringUMC.org

