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Our New Director of Operations
BY REV. ANGELA FLANAGAN

”The time
is always
right to
do what
is right.”
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
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SSUMC warmly welcomes
Andrew Kirkland to the staff
of SSUMC as our new Director
of Operations. Andrew began
officially on January 17, 2018.
We give thanks for the SPRC
and other leaders of our church
who worked diligently to fill this
important role. We gratefully
offer a special shout out to

Our Ministries
IN EVERY ISSUE

A look ahead, and a look back,
at what the many ministries
of our church are doing.

Dave Ottalini and Michele Riley
for covering the facilities and
financial responsibilities in our
interim period.
Andrew brings with him a wealth
of experiences and skills gained in
both the non-profit and education
sectors working with both
facilities and finance. He brings
a genuine enthusiasm for the
work at hand and an excitement

about the existing ministries and
future opportunities our church’s
mission affords. In an effort to
help you get to know Andrew
a little as he settles into life at
SSUMC, we offer this interview
for you to hear from Andrew
himself.
1. Tell us about yourself.

I am originally from Florida
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Pray Without Ceasing
BY REV. ANGELA FLANAGAN

As a teenager digging deep into my faith, this verse from
Thessalonians 5:17—pray without ceasing—always left me feeling
like a failure. How could anyone ever pray without ceasing? It
sounded dreadfully monotonous. Even as a young adult, I graduated seminary still
puzzling over this seemingly unattainable verse. How were you supposed to get
anything done?! It wasn’t until I took a bus trip to Chicago in the spring of 2012
that this verse took on new and life-giving (rather than life-judging) meaning. In
Chicago, I attended a Taizé Worship experience.
Taizé worship has its roots in a small community in France in the 1940s when
Brother Roger, a protestant, began an ecumenical monastic community. Brother
Roger hid Jewish refugees from WWII. His prayer practice was private until several
other brothers joined him later in the 40s. In the 1960s young people began to
pilgrimage to Taizé to participate in the brothers’ prayer services. It took a while for
the brothers to adjust to this new idea of including outsiders and for them to adjust
their prayer service to meet the needs of this growing international community.
Over the decades a very unique worship style has developed. In each Taizé
service, scripture is read and there is a time of silence, but most of the service
consists of sung prayers. Many different languages are represented by the songs.
Everyone sings in a given language, no matter if they speak that language or not.
The songs are simple and repetitive so they are easy to catch on to. Everyone
uniting to sing in a single language at a time is symbolic of the Christian unity
sought by the Taizé community. Thousands and thousands of young Christians
have journeyed to Taizé, France and taken part in these prayer services. Today there
are 100 brothers, Catholic and Protestant, from over 30 countries in the monastic
community.
In one of the prayer services at Taizé (done three times a day) each song might be
repeated 30 or so times. To be honest, if I had known that before going to Chicago,
I might not have gone. It may sound terribly boring, and if I’m more honest still,
I did tend to get bored around the 5th or 6th time through. But, then, I found that
something happened around the 10th time through a song. That song began to
sink in and take root in my soul. As the words swelled with different instruments
and descants weaving nuance into what had become familiar, I realized that the
song had blossomed into a prayer.
As you can imagine after so much repetition, those songs stay with you. As I
journeyed home after this long weekend of prayer services, the songs stayed with
me—words still echoing in my head, melodies still a part of my very breath, the
prayer still lingering in my soul. Whether I was driving or teaching, changing
diapers or talking on the phone, those songs were with me.
Lo and behold, I realized I was praying without ceasing!
Wednesday,
And, as it turned out, it wasn’t monotonous, but grounding.
February 14
It wasn’t an unending chore but a life-giving joy.
Our Ash Wednesday
On Wednesday, February 14, Ash Wednesday, we begin
Evening service will be
the season of Lent—a season in which we are encouraged
a Taizé Worship held
to deepen our spiritual disciplines and reflect for a time.
at our Four Corners
Our evening Ash Wednesday service will be a Taizé Worship
Campus at 7:30pm
Service held at our Four Corners Campus at 7:30pm. Come
and be a part of this reflective service in which we will let
the words of our song soak into our very being. Come and still your body through
silence and ground your spirit in the rhythms of prayer. Come and try a new way to
pray without ceasing. Come and draw near to the One to whom we sing.
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LEAD PASTOR
Rev. Angela Flanagan
aflanagan@silverspringumc.org

Our Lent & Easter Schedule
— ALL ARE WELCOME —

ASSOCIATE PASTOR
Rev. Evelyn Rivera
erivera@silverspringumc.org
PASTOR FOR CONGREGATIONAL CARE
& RECONCILING MINISTRIES
Rev. Michele Johns (on Sabbath leave through 2/25)
mjohns@silverspringumc.org
TEACHING DEACON
Rev. Katherine Brown
kbrown@silverspringumc.org

OUR LOCATIONS

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN & FAMILY MINISTRIES
Marie Matthews
mmatthews@silverspringumc.org

(4C) FOUR CORNERS CAMPUS
33 University Blvd. E, Silver Spring, MD 20901

DIRECTOR OF DISCIPLESHIP & YOUTH
Jennifer Kidwell
jkidwell@silverspringumc.org
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
Susan Irwin, Tara Romanus, Carolyn Stock
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC
Mary Ann Willow, mawillow@silverspringumc.org
PRAISE BAND DIRECTOR
Dan Genua, dgenua@gmail.com
DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS
Andrew Kirkland, akirkland@silverspringumc.org
ADMINISTRATOR
Laurie Swain, admin@silverspringumc.org
MESSENGER EDITOR
Wendy Hudgins
communications@silverspringumc.org

BLACK
LIVES
MATTER
We invite you to visit our website
for more information about:

Online Giving
Listen to Past Sermons
Church Directory
Our Calendar
Facebook & Twitter
And more...
SilverSpringUMC.org

follow
us on
social!

@SilverSpringUMC
@SS_UMC

(DT) DOWNTOWN CAMPUS
8900 Georgia Ave., Silver Spring, MD 20910

Services

Events for
our Children

Ash Wednesday February 14
12:00pm Brief Ash Wednesday Service (DT, Chapel)
7:30pm Taizé Worship Service (see page 2) (4C, Sanctuary)

Palm/Passion Sunday March 25
Journey in Word and Song from shouts of Hosanna to cries of Crucify
9:30am Service (DT, Chapel)
11:00am Service (DT, Sanctuary)

Holy Thursday March 29
6:45pm
7:30pm

Meal (DT, Fellowship Hall) followed by worship
Worship service of Holy Communion, Word and Song
(DT, Chapel)

Good Friday March 30
Requiem by Brahms (see page 7)
7:30pm 		Service of Music, Scripture and Prayer (DT, Sanctuary)

Easter Sunday April 1
6:30am
7:30 am
9:00am
11:00am

Sunrise service (DT, Front courtyard, enter near Chapel)
Hot Breakfast (DT, Hallway near Chapel)
Contemporary service (DT, Sanctuary)
Traditional Service (DT, Sanctuary)

Looking Ahead
Pentecost and Confirmation Sunday May 20
Pentecost Celebration Part 2 May 27

(For more details please see page 9)

Lent In A Bag
Beginning Sunday, February 25
Ms. Marie will have these to further assist
families in practicing Lent at home

“The Way of the Cross”
Prayer Stations
Sunday, Mar 11
10:30am and 12 Noon
(DT, Fellowship Hall)

Community Easter
Crafts And Egg Hunt
Saturday, March 24
10:00am – 11:30am
(DT, Fellowship Hall)

Pentecost celebrates the boisterous arrival of the Holy Spirit
(described in Acts 2) that many consider the church’s birthday.
Because the Spirit allowed the disciples to communicate
across language barriers to share the gospel with the many
nationalities and language groups present, Pentecost is also
a time in which we celebrate the global nature of our church.

(DT) is our Downtown Campus and (4C) is our Four Corners Campus — SEE BACK COVER

SilverSpringUMC.org

3

SEASONAL HIGHLIGHTS

RECONCILING & RACIAL JUSTICE MINISTRIES

Are you looking for a Lenten Discipline? We hope you’ll join us.

Lent Discipleship Opportunities
BY JEN KIDWELL

God’s Love
The Reconciling Ministries Network (RMN) is an
organization dedicated to the inclusion of people of all
sexual orientations and gender identities in both the
policy and practices of United Methodist Church.

Lent is a wonderful season to explore a new part of your faith with others in your
church family. Consider making time for something new this season, whether
it’s one of these groups, a daily reflective practice, or an action-focused practice
such as the creation-care calendar described below. As always, if you have a
topic you’d like to explore or an idea for something new, I’m all ears! Please email
me directly with thoughts or questions at: jkidwell@silverspringumc.org.

Testimony of Gratitude
and Celebration

Lent for All Creation:
The Interfaith Power
and Light Lenten
Calendar

Praise be to God for a church that welcomes ALL.
Thank you, Shannon, for sharing your witness!

• Mid-February will be available
Pick yours up at the church, or
download it to your computer or
mobile device from iplvmd.org.
It follows the lectionary and is a
great way to bring awareness of the
connection between creation care
and our spiritual practices during this
holy season. Integrate short Bible
readings with simple challenges and
tips involving ecology, climate, and
justice.

(Dinner and)
Discipleship 101
• Mondays 5:30-6:30pm
• Feb 19 – Mar 19 (DT, Room 151)
Join Jen Kidwell to talk about some
Discipleship basics! We’ll use the
curriculum Disciple’s Path to help us
dig in to devotional practices and the
gifts and joys of small groups and
Christian community. This is a family
friendly space and I’ll be providing a
simple meal. Children are welcome
(toys provided). Childcare may be
available if requested early.

As we celebrated our 5th anniversary of becoming a
reconciling congregation on November 12, Shannon
Parkin shared the following testimony:

Monday Night Study
Group
• Mondays 7–9pm (DT, Parlor)
Join this group to discuss biblical
perspectives on contemporary
issues. We’ll be thinking hard about
the authority of scripture and
the relationship between church
and culture. This study will start
before Lent, but Lenten seekers of
controversy, community, and cookies
are welcome to start the study with
us midway through.

Lenten Wednesdays:
Wilderness to
Resurrection
• Wednesdays 7–8am
• Feb 21 – Mar 21 (DT, Blue Room)
Come on Wednesday to shift your
focus toward Sunday, as we spend
Lent walking from Wilderness to
Resurrection. Each Wednesday we
will read together the text for the
upcoming Sunday’s sermon. Yes, it’s
early, and, yes, there will be coffee!
For more information contact
Rev. Katherine Brown
(kbrown@silverspringumc.org).

Young Adult Small
Group

Thank you for SSUMC for being
a community of faith where
ALL are welcome and each
and every person matters
individually and collectively
as part of the body of Christ.
Thank you for providing a
place where God’s promise
holds true for everyone, God’s
love reaches each individual, ALL lives matter, and His
offer of hope holds true universally. Thank you for the
continual reminders that Jesus speaks of abundant love
for everyone, even for those that may feel marginalized.
Thank you for providing a place where every light
is fanned to shine at its brightest. Thank you for the
continual reminders to promote God’s love, allowing our
individual, as well as our collective beacons of love and
hope to fully shine, no matter the challenges we face.

• Fridays 7–9pm
• Starting February 16 (DT, Room 151)

May peace and blessings be with you always,
Shannon Parkin

Women’s Bible Study
• Thursdays 10–11am
• Feb 15 – Mar 22 (DT, Parlor)
Join us as we begin a study on Holy
Communion. We’ll be looking at
different perspectives, traditions, and
theology around this practice that is
central to our worship and our faith.

Join this group for some relaxing
social time, a meal, and interesting
conversation. During Lent, we’ll be
looking at some of the prayer practices
of Jesus and reflecting on our own
individual and communal prayer lives.
Stay tuned for a short weekly audio
devotional on prayer as well!

Do you have a word of gratitude or testimony to share?
We all need to hear some good news! Please contact
Rev. Angela (aflanagan@silverspringumc.org) if you
are interested in sharing a story, testimony or words
of gratitude for the ways lives are being transformed
through the power of God’s love in our community.

At Metro on our way to the March for Racial Justice in DC.

Beyond the Banner
You may have noticed our “Black Lives Matter” banner on the Georgia
Avenue side of the church (Downtown Campus). You maybe have even
signed it or helped to put it up. (PHOTO, LEFT: It appears
“backwards” to show the side that has our signatures)
As we approach the one-year-anniversary of our “Black
Lives Matter” banner, we have an opportunity to both
celebrate this important witness and discern how we can
go beyond the banner in our commitment to racial justice.
As we consider the importance of this anniversary, it is
important to remember 3 ways we as a faith community
are called to witness for racial justice.

1. First of all, the banner itself IS very important. On February 25 join us
as we celebrate the banner’s one-year-anniversary. We will remember
this important step in the life of our congregation and look ahead to
what is next in our struggle for racial justice
2. But action is important too. Mark your calendars for April 4 for a
National Council of Churches rally on the 50th anniversary of MLK
Jr.’s assassination. This will launch a new NCC initiative that will offer
many opportunities for active engagement and service for racial justice.
3. And dialogue must continue. On the 3rd Sunday of every month after
the 11am service, you are invited to join in conversations around racial
justice. February 18 we will focus on the challenges and joys of being
a multicultural church. March 18 we will return to focus on themes
from the book “Roadmap to Reconciliation” by Brenda Salter McNeil.
Come listen, learn and share as we brainstorm ways to move beyond
the banner as we faithfully discern God’s call to racial justice and
reconciliation. For more information, contact Jen Kidwell
(jkidwell@silverspringumc.org).

Dr. Martin
The time is always right, to do what’s right. —Luther
King Jr.
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OPERATIONS

Our New Director of Operations

MUSIC MINISTRY

and I moved to the greater Washington
area eight years ago. I am the youngest of
a very large family whom all still reside
in Florida. I currently have sixteen nieces
and nephews. I enjoy dining out, movies,
running, singing (although I’m not the
best singer), and being with friends and
family.
2. What most excites you about being Director of
Operations at SSUMC?

I am extremely excited to support the
church to achieve its larger mission and
vision. I am excited to support both
of the Four Corners and Downtown
campuses while streamlining systems and
processes that will hopefully remove road
blocks, allowing the church to deepen
its impact within the Silver Spring
community. I want to strive to provide
in-depth support to both campuses
to ensure they each reach their full
potential.

promises that I make on behalf of myself
and the church.
6. What role does faith play in your life?

“Now faith is the substance of things
hoped for, the evidence of things not
seen” – Hebrews 11:1. My faith allows

“Now faith is the
substance of things
hoped for, the evidence
of things not seen”
HEBREWS 11:1
me to hope for better and brighter
days ahead. I use my faith as a tool to
allow me to believe in the impossible
because all things are possible with
God. I currently attend Reid Temple
African Methodist Church in
Glenn Dale, Maryland.

3. What is the most important thing for folks to know
about you or about working with you?

I sweat the details. I am extremely detail
oriented, transparent, and forthcoming.
Additionally, I am a true believer of
personal values and how we might create
a shared space of those values. I also have
a big personality and a wonderful sense
of humor.
4. What goal(s) do you have for yourself in these
early months as you get to know the church and the
position?

I would like to meet with various
stakeholders to gain a better
understanding of their prospective of
SSUMC and how I might support their
vision. I will also spend a great deal of
time learning the inner workings of the
church and how I might add value.
5. We commit to praying for you, especially in this
transition into this position. How else can we as a
congregation support you in your position?

I would love the congregation to
provide me grace as I learn the church
and how I might add value. I would
also love the congregation to hold me
accountable for the commitments and
6
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[ CONT’D FROM COVER ]

BY MARY ANN WILLOW

I am excited to
support both
the Four Corner
and Downtown
campuses while
streamlining
systems and
processes that
will hopefully
remove road
blocks, allowing
the church
to deepen its
impact within
the Silver Spring
community.

Please know you are always welcome to join any of our music
groups. If you have any questions, please email me directly at:
mawillow@silverspringumc.org

A Big ”Thank You!”
Many thanks to our generous
congregation for supporting the SSUMC
Music Program financially and with
your presence! We could not have
prepared our Advent and Christmas programs
without you.
And huge thanks to our musicians of
all ages – directors, singers, soloists,
instrumentalists, and bell ringers!
You gave endless hours throughout
the season, and especially during
December and through Epiphany!

Join Us For
our Lent and
Easter Music
We are planning a season of diverse
and marvelous music through Lent
and Easter that will include all of our
music groups — all of which would
like you to join us to share your
musical gifts for the Glory of God:
February is Black History Month and will
include a special Gospel Music Sunday
on February 11 at our 11:00am service,

with our favorite Gospel Band
and Irvin Peterson,
directing the band,
our Choir and you,
our congregation.
If you love singing
gospel music and
would like to join
this special choir,
please contact me
about our rehearsal
times.
During Holy Week, in
addition to glorious
Palm Sunday and Easter

And so, church, as you see Andrew
around, please take the time to welcome
him to our community. Andrew has
jumped in running and is working
faithfully to learn the structures, people,
buildings, tenants and finances of our
church. There’s a lot to learn and we
extend grace in this period of transition
and support him with our prayers. We

Silver Spring United Methodist Church (SSUMC) — ALL ARE WELCOME

are thrilled to welcome Andrew to the
SSUMC staff team and excited to see
what God has in store next for us as
we continue to work together to serve
faithfully.
Andrew Kirkland
Director of Operations
akirkland@silverspringumc.org

ABOVE: Chancel Choir, Christmas Eve
BELOW: The Monumental Brass Quintet leading
music at the Advent service, Dec 10th

music, we will have a Good Friday
service of music, scripture and
prayer, including the much-loved
German Requiem by Johannes
Brahms. Our guest director will be
Stanley Thurston from Foundry
UMC. Singers and instrumentalists
from other churches will be
joining our SSUMC musicians. If
you are a singer, please join this
Festival Chorus now! Contact me
for details. We would love to have
you join us!

(DT) is our Downtown Campus and (4C) is our Four Corners Campus — SEE BACK COVER

Praise Band
— It’s Official!
A warm and official welcome to Dan
Genua as permanent Director of the
Praise Band! We
all are thrilled
that Dan has
agreed to this
position, after
generously
serving as
Interim Director
in 2017!
If you’d like to
participate in
our Praise Band, we practice Sunday
mornings at 8am, for performing at
the 9:30am Service (DT, Chapel),
we’d sure love to have you.
LIST OF OUR MUSIC LEADERS—
PRAISE BAND DIRECTOR
Dan Genua, dgenua@gmail.com
BEGINNING BELL CHOIR
Chelsea Dorman,
chelsea.dorman@gmail.com
BELL CHOIR
Mary Kautz, mary.kautz@gmail.com
Marilyn Parr, Marilyn_Parr@comcast.net
CHILDREN’S CHOIR
Melissa Polito, nmpolito@comcast.net
WOMEN’S ENSEMBLE
Carole Whittam, carole.whittam@gmail.com

My heart, O God,
is steadfast, my
heart is steadfast; I
will sing and make
music. — Psalm 57:7
SilverSpringUMC.org
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CHILDREN & FAMILY MINISTRIES

Season for Reflection
BY MARIE MATTHEWS

Time for Our Annual Community
Easter Crafts & Easter Egg Hunt!

As the Director of Children and Family Ministries, I am excited to work with a team of staff and
volunteers to provide engaging education and fun programming for children birth through 5th grade
and their families. Have questions or ideas? Please reach out at mmatthews@silverspringumc.org

LE N T

Connecting the
Past and the Present
Sunday, Feb 18, 12 Noon
(DT, Fellowship Hall)

During Black History month our children
and members of the congregation will
spend time together to get to know one
another. The children will interview the
adults to learn more about them and
their history. By doing this, they will be
connecting the past and the present. After
the interviews, they will break bread and
share a meal together.

Lenten Family
Resources
A Lenten devotion, as well as other
materials and suggested activities will be
mailed home to each family to help guide

you during the season. If you do not
receive a mailing, please contact me. We
may not have your correct address and/or
you may not be registered in our system.

Lent in a Bag
There will also be a limited number
of Lent In A Bag to further assist families
in practicing Lent at home (or on the
go). Each bag will contain small items
or symbols to use to further your
meditations and conversations during
Lent. If you would like a Lent In A
Bag during the season of Lent, please
contact me.

Stations of the
Cross

EAST ER

“The Way of the
Cross” Prayer
Stations
Sunday, Mar 11
10:30am and 12 Noon
(DT, Fellowship Hall)

Families are encouraged to participate
in an experiential Stations of the Cross.
We will walk from Christ’s trial to his
crucifixion at Calvary using stations that
commemorate various events that took
place along the way. At each station, we
will read the scriptures, pray the prayers,
and contemplate the situation before
moving on. Be sure to join us on this
Holy walk. Note: This is not the same
as the Stations of the Cross.

Using ten interactive stations, our Sunday
school classes will walk the path of Jesus
in the last hours before his crucifixion
and burial. The stations will encourage
the children to reflect and pray in
preparation for Easter. Information will
be shared with parents to continue the
discussion at home.

Saturday, March 24 10:00am – 11:30am (DT, Fellowship Hall)

Join us for crafts, cookie decorating, and an Easter Egg hunt.
Bring your friends, neighbors, and your Easter baskets. All are welcome!

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED!

Saturday, March 24 9:00am (DT, Fellowship Hall)

Volunteers are needed to help with set up, crafts, and
the egg hunt. We are also in need of sugar cookies for
the children to decorate. If you are interested in helping
make this fun community event another success, or
simply need more information, please contact Carolyn
Stock at (301) 421-1289. Youth can earn SSL hours!

H E RO C E NT RA L

Vacation Bible School (VBS) — June 18–22 9:00am – 12:30pm
For Ages 4 through 6th Grade
ONLINE REGISTRATION OPENS March 1!
Mark your calendars now. Hero Central will take kids on an awesome
adventure alongside some of their favorite Bible heroes and
discover the qualities that make us truly heroic in God.

CALLING ALL VOLUNTEERS!

Third Grade “Learning to Use My Bible” Class
Sunday Mornings, Beginning February 18, during Sunday School
(DT, Room 151)

This Sunday school class, which meets in Room 151, exposes our 3rd graders to the Bible and gets
them interested in reading their Bibles. The curriculum uses a step-by-step approach to opening
the Bible to kids for their lifelong faith journey. They will learn basic Bible skills with activities that
directly coordinate with their Bible. The class is for four weeks (February 18 & 25, March 11 & 18)
and participants will need to bring their Deep Blue Bible to class each week. If you need a Deep Blue
Bible, see Ms. Marie in advance of the class. Kids are dismissed after the children’s message.

8
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Volunteers are needed for preparation and the week’s activities. Sharing
your time and talents to help plan, decorate, set up, and teach are a great
way to lead by example and demonstrate your stewardship. Vacation Bible
School is an important outreach ministry of our church. We are blessed
that this community ministry continues to grow each year. But we need help
from the congregation in order for this ministry’s continued success. Make a
difference in the lives of our children and our community. Our most important
need is co-leaders or assistants during the week of VBS, but we also need help with
decorations, scenery, and other preparations.

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO HELP with decorations, scenery or be a part of the VBS team, please contact Marie Matthews. As we are a
Safe Sanctuaries congregation, all volunteers that work with children and/or youth must attend a training, complete the required forms
and submit to a background check being obtained. Questions? Please contact Ms. Marie at mmatthews@silverspringumc.org
(DT) is our Downtown Campus and (4C) is our Four Corners Campus — SEE BACK COVER

SilverSpringUMC.org
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CHILDREN & FAMILY MINISTRIES

Merry & Bright

UNREHEARSED

Christmas Through the Eyes of Our Children

Marie
Matthews
Ms. Marie has served
our church for 16 years.
Over the course of these
years, her responsibilities
have shifted, grown
and adjusted to the
needs of our church.
As of January 1st, after
communication and
consultation with Ms.
Marie the Staff Parish
Relations Committee has
changed her job title to
more accurately reflect
the amazing ministry
she is already doing:
Director of Children and
Family Ministries. We
give thanks for Marie’s
passion for children, her
commitment to mission,
and her excitement
about expanding our
ministry with families.
We give thanks for a
thriving church that
places such value on
children and family to
have this be a full time
position.

Christmas
Eve Family
Service

Advent
Celebration
& Live
Nativity

2017
Children’s
Christmas
Play

Take a look at just some
of the great ways she
helped our kids and the
community celebrate the
season. What a blessing!
Contact Ms. Marie at
mmatthews@
silverspringumc.org
10
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YOUTH MINISTRIES

ROCK
Retreat
2018

You are enough.
Let your light shine.
Beloved.

New year, new Semester
BY JEN KIDWELL
I oversee our youth, young adult, and adult discipleship programs.
If you’re interested in learning more, or in exploring membership here, I’d
love to hear from you! I can be reached at: jkidwell@silverspringumc.org

After a busy and beautiful Christmas season, we have a fantastic slate of events planned for the first part of 2018. It has
been a blessing to interact more often with the youth through our newer Sunday morning events, and I look forward to a
semester of continued teaching, learning, worshiping, and praying together. Oh, and more games. Because we like games!

Save these Dates!
Multi-Church 30-hour
Famine Lock-in
Feb 23-24 (Potomac UMC)
Lunch and Laser Tag
after Church
Mar 11
Lunch and Volunteering with
A Wider Circle
March 25, 1-3pm
High School Escape the Room
April 15
ABOVE: January 2018 our youth, at sunrise,
in Ocean City for the ROCK retreat

sports. At ROCK, it’s a tradition
to decorate clothes pins with
positive and encouraging
messages and then to clip them
on backpacks and sweatshirt
hoods as a way to brighten someone’s day.
BY JEN KIDWELL

Last month, 11 youth and 3 adults piled
into the church van and attended the
annual ROCK retreat in Ocean City, MD.
We heard inspiring and convicting messages from
Bishop LaTrelle Easterling, tried Zumba for the first
time, enjoyed a sunrise on the beach, and ate way
too much junk food. We worshiped with thousands
of other youth and leaders from around the conference
and enjoyed experiencing different styles of music
and worship. I learned once again that there are
card games that could be classified as full contact
12
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Potluck & Silent Auction
April 22 (DT, Fellowship Hall)
Busch Gardens weekend
April 28-29
Frederick Keys Baseball Game
May 12, 6pm
Rev. Angela competes in a game of spoons with our youth

Confirmation

This year, SSUMC youth made some that drew on the themes
of the sermons. They said “You are enough” and “Let your light
shine” and “Beloved.” As their youth leader, I love that they
internalized these messages and are able to think critically about
what a church, and a world, based on these tenants of
faith would look like.
We were grateful to take some time away from our
busy lives, to relax in each other’s company, and
to share a “family dinner!” of spaghetti and salad
prepared in a hotel room. I give thanks for this
little family of youth, and each Bishop Easterling’s
closing words: “God loves you, and we love
you, and there’s nothing you can do about it.”
Amen? Amen!

Confirmation kicked off on January 7, and
Confirmation
we have a lovely class of 9 confirmands
Sunday
this year! We’ll be building off of last year’s
MAY 20
curriculum and will have a full weekend retreat
this year, as well as an outing to a Jewish Shabbat
service in May. There are many joys for me
in leading confirmation, but one of them is being steeped in the
questions that come from a life of faith, no matter how old you
are or how much study you have done. Please be in prayer for our
confirmands as they learn the language of some of these questions
and start to formulate some answers that help to orient them
within an active faith and a beautiful and hurting world.
Confirmands and their mentors at their first meeting
(DT) is our Downtown Campus and (4C) is our Four Corners Campus — SEE BACK COVER
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ADULT DISCIPLESHIP MINISTRIES

Discipleship Updates
BY JEN KIDWELL

Since our last issue of the Messenger, our small groups have read some
great books and had wonderful discussions. Here is an outline of our
current ongoing small groups in case you are considering joining one!
Adult Sunday
School Class

Monday
Night Study
Group

Men’s
Group

Parenting
Group

Disciple
FastTrack
Bible Study

Women’s
Bible Study

Young Adult
Small Group

SSUMC
101 Series

Sundays

Mondays

Every other Tuesday

1st & 3rd Wednesdays

Wednesdays

Thursdays

Fridays

Times and
locations vary

Led by Aaron Sathyanesan,
the Men’s group re-formed
recently and meets biweekly to share fellowship
and conversation about the
book “Disunity in Christ”
by Christena Cleveland.
They also coordinate church
work days! Contact Jonathan
Kidwell (jonkkid@gmail.
com) for more information
about the work days. A
Men’s Group retreat is in the
works for 2018! PHOTO BELOW

This is a group of young
parents who gather to
share stories and wisdom
and laughter about the
adventure that is parenting
young kids. Childcare is
provided in the nursery
though kids are welcome to
stay with the adults as well.

Led by seminarian Jacey
Pickens-Jones, this cozy
group is working their
way through the Bible in
24 weeks! They’ve been
meeting since the Fall, but
contact Jacey for advice
about how to join them, for
the New Testament portion,
this Spring.

Led by Jen Kidwell, this
intergenerational group
has been meeting for a few
years and enjoys all types
of studies and appreciates
learning new perspectives.
It’s a supportive group
and will be exploring
the practice of Holy
Communion during Lent.
We haven’t decided on an
Eastertide study yet, so join
us to cast a vote!

Led by Jen Kidwell, this
group meets weekly
to share a meal and
conversation. Whether
we’re discussing a scripture
passage or a book, our
different backgrounds
always yield interesting
conversations that
affirm the diversity and
universality found in the
life of faith. Recently,
we’ve been discussing
a collection of
MLK Jr. sermons
and marveling
at the timeliness
of his prophetic
voice. For Lent,
we’ll be looking
at some of the
prayers practices
of Jesus and reflecting
on our own individual
and communal prayer lives.
Stay tuned for an online
audio component!

So far this year we’ve
hosted a Methodism 101
class and a Bible 101 class!
Join Jen Kidwell for a
Dinner and Discipleship
101 class during Lent
(Feb 19 – March 19), from
5:30-6:30pm on Mondays
in room 151 (DT). These
courses are designed to be
introductory or refreshers.

9:45-10:45am
(DT, Library)

7-9pm
(DT, Parlor)

This class meets weekly
and has been led by
Neil Hindman for years.
They focus on scripture
study and welcome new
participants!

Led by Jen Kidwell and Dan
Sherk, a core part of this
group has been meeting for
many years to talk about
the Bible, explore theology,
share stories of how God is
working in the world,
and eat delicious
snacks. Our
members are a
mix of ages,
with new
Just email Jen Kidwell about
members
and veteran
any of our groups and she will get
members,
you in touch with that leader:
and people
jkidwell@silverspringumc.org
in all stages
of life. We
are currently
doing a study
about contemporary
controversial issues, and
will follow it this spring
with a more traditional in
depth study of one of the
gospels. We are a friendly
and quirky group and we’re
comfortable with the hard
questions. PHOTO ABOVE RIGHT

Questions?
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7-8pm
(DT, Blue room)

9:30-11am
(DT, room 151)

Join us for our next WORK DAY:
Not just for men, all are welcome! We hope you’ll join us

March 10
9am–12noon

6:30-8pm
(DT, Blue room)

Our United Methodist Women’s Group
enjoying one of their occasional
outings/events. Email Katie Whitley for
more info: vkwhitley@comcast.net

10-11am
(DT, Parlor)

7-9pm
(DT, room 151)

(DT, Narthex)

(DT) is our Downtown Campus and (4C) is our Four Corners Campus — SEE BACK COVER
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OUTREACH & MISSION MINISTRY

Ready for a Surprise?
BY REV. EVELYN RIVERA
The more help we have from you, the more good we can do in, with and
for our community. Interested in serving? If you have any questions,
please email me directly at: erivera@silverspringumc.org

OUR NEW KITCHEN AT FOUR CORNERS

Build It and We Will Serve
BY LISA MIDDLETON

Four Corners Mission &
Outreach Center

We could have sold the Four Corners (4C)
property, grieved the loss of Marvin Memorial,
and moved on from the “oasis of faith” that
once stood as a landmark.

Are you curious about what goes on at our Four Corners
(4C) Mission and Outreach Center? Here’s what’s new:

But, after much prayer and discernment, we
decided that the Four Corners area didn’t need
another drive-thru fast food restaurant, but a
place that brought the community together —
a place to serve or be served in God’s spirit.
The kitchen remodel is complete (PHOTOS AT
RIGHT) and we are ready to implement our
dreams — nutrition classes with food pantry
participants; kitchen rental for food-based microenterprises; a pay-as-you-can café; furthering our
involvement in food rescue efforts.

SSUMC’s Four Corners Mission & Outreach Center
33 University Blvd. E, Silver Spring, MD 20901 (at Colesville & University)

At each month’s Mobile Food Pantry (see back cover for
more information), we host 45 minutes of Zumba, followed
by a 15-minute motivational talk. The fitness instructor, Paola
Velez, has stressed on the importance of taking better care of
our bodies and self-esteem. Generally, 150-175 people come
to the pantry and approximately half fully participate, but
the location is such, that non-participants are able to listen
and watch the programs without being directly involved.
Combining these programs with our Mobile Food Pantry
have helped to gain the respect, confidence and trust of
community members.
Thankfully, the kitchen renovations have been completed and
the hope is that cooking classes will be offered in the Spring in
collaboration with MANNA Food Center. In the meantime,
United Health Care will offer cooking demonstrations and
samplings facilitated by their resident cooking instructor,
Chef Gayle at the Choice Pantry on the following Saturdays
of 2018: February 24, March 24, and April 28.
We are excited about the progress to date and realize there
is much more to accomplish for Christ in this site. As we
move forward, we are seeking to increase the number of
participants who are willing to do face-to-face, hands-on
ministry and relational evangelism, all of which seek to
change people’s lives in a holistic manner. Join us and you
will never be the same!
16

Silver Spring United Methodist Church (SSUMC) — ALL ARE WELCOME

With our imagination, the power of “yes,” and
Jesus, all things are possible.
ABOVE & BELOW: Fitness instructor Paola Velez (wearing black) helps folks ‘Zumba’ before our
Mobile Food Pantry mission. Pantry is hosted: 2nd Tuesdays, 3:00–5:00pm (4C, Fellowship
Hall); Volunteers are welcome at 2:00pm

“The Four Corners area didn’t need yet another drive-thru fast food
restaurant, but a place that brought the community together”

If these possibilities call to you, please volunteer
to continue to bring these dreams to fruition!
CONTACT: Lisa Middleton lisa.middleton0005@gmail.com
or Pastor Evelyn Rivera erivera@silverspringumc.org

International Missions: March 2019, to Cuba!
SSUMC’S NEXT MISSION TRIP
This will be a very exciting opportunity to build
relationships with our siblings in Christ in the thriving
Cuban Methodist Church. We will work to continue
building structures that will house the Methodist
Seminary professors who are training new pastors as
quickly as they can as the church grows by leaps and
bounds, literally overflowing sanctuaries and spilling
into the streets.

to go to Cuba? Are you feeling called to give money or
supplies? Are you feeling called to support the mission
through organization of fundraising, communication,
devotions and other spiritual support for the group,
etc.? All are called on to hold this mission — both the
SSUMC team that will form as well as our hosts in Cuba
— in prayer. Questions? Contact Rev. Angela at
aflanagan@silverspringumc.org or (301) 587-1215.

You are invited to begin prayerfully considering how
you might support this mission. Are you feeling called

All donations to the Silent Auction (see pg 19) April 22
designated for VIM will support this mission!

(DT) is our Downtown Campus and (4C) is our Four Corners Campus — SEE BACK COVER
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MEMBER NEWS

Welcome to our
Newest Members!
JOINED ON DECEMBER 17, 2017

Amanda Bowsher

is renewing her membership at
SSUMC after a one-year stay in
Indianapolis and a two-year stay in
Austin. She lives in Silver Spring with
her husband, two children, and two
dogs, and she works part-time in K-12
education research. Amanda is excited
about the progressive ministries at
SSUMC and has enjoyed getting
involved in the Parenting Group.
(PHOTO BELOW)

Danny Flanagan

recently moved to Silver Spring from
Frederick with his wife, Rev. Angela
Flanagan. He has two children—Sofia
(6) and Nadia (3)—and works as a
copper industry analyst for the U.S.
Geological Survey. He is thrilled to
be joining such an inclusive and
progressive church.

Jefferey B. Murrell

is an engineer at the U.S. Department
of Energy and is passionate about
Christian environmental stewardship
and energy awareness.
He is a UMC Home
Missioner, meaning
he has been called to
service as a lay member
of the church and
commissioned by the
UMC General Conference

Interested in becoming a member of
Silver Spring UMC? We’d love to have you!

Jess Sides and
Nick Novosel

have been attending the early service
since they moved to the area a year
ago. Nick attends the Tuesday night
Men’s group and they both attend
the Friday night Young Adults group.
They are so happy to have found such
a welcoming church home. Nick is an
electrical engineer who loves being
active, watching the English Premier
league and rooting for the Cubs. Jess
just made a career change to nursing
and loves
knitting.
Nick
and Jess
are both
excited
for their
upcoming
wedding in
April.
(PHOTO
LEFT)

BAPTISMS

1/21 Nathan Weiss

• Pastoral Emergency: Call (301) 458-0768

D E AT H S

11/30 Betty Jane Myers
18
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• List a Prayer Concern in the Bulletin: Contact the church
office (301) 587-1215 or admin@silverspringumc.org)
• Schedule a Baptism or Wedding: Contact Rev. Angela at
aflanagan@silverspringumc.org or (301) 587-1215
• Meet with one of our pastors: To schedule time with
one of our pastors directly, please find our emails on
pg 2 or you may call the church office at (301) 587-1215

Q&A

BY BECKY HILL
Donations of items, gift cards, services, and more are needed by MARCH 4th.
Please contact Becky Hill with questions and donations:
beckyhill_silentauction@aol.com or 240-286-2724.

Are you ready? For our biggest
fundraiser of the year? It’s time
to donate, participate, and bid!

Join us for our seventh year of food, fellowship
and our biggest fundraiser of the year —
The Annual Potluck & Silent Auction!
Swing on over for some amazing shopping
and catch all the excitement on Sunday,
April 22nd after the 11am service
in Fellowship Hall. Our theme? Baseball!

7TH ANNUAL
Silent Auction
& Potluck
FUNDRAISER

APRIL 22

Hit a home run to raise funds for our Youth
Group’s summer mission trips and Volunteers
in Mission (VIM). Helping those in need
whether repairing homes, feeding the homeless, AUCTION is Sunday, April 22 after the
11am service (DT, Fellowship Hall)
teaching, stocking pantries and more... this is
where you will find our youth and VIM.
Lots of items to bid on from baseball tickets,
summer camps, birthday parties, wine tastings,
baked goods, sports items, cooking lessons,
home cooked meals, museum tickets, theatre
tickets, pet sitting, babysitting, professional
organizing, ski/snowboard lessons/packages,
toys, artwork, dance lessons... and much,
much more! We hope to see you there!

at beckyhill_silentauction@aol.com or 240-286-2724

How can we support you?

12/7 Louisa and Hamish Schopp
12/29 Michael Howard Yarwood

It’s Auction Time!

QUESTIONS? Contact Becky Hill

Contact Jen Kidwell (jkidwell@silverspringumc.org)

BIRTHS

B atter up !

BIDDING is open after the 9:30am service
so feel free to come down and shop prior to
the event. Do not need to be present to win.

HOW CAN I HELP?

• SilverSpringUMC.org
• Worship/Give
• ‘Set up Recurring Giving’
To login and manually update.

Q: Do we have a
Church Directory?
A: Yep. It’s online, on our
website (in the area using
your member login) at:
SilverSpringUMC.org/
connected/portal/

Then Select:
• People
• Other:
Church Picture Directory
Update your info. Add a pic!

DONATE: Gift cards, goods and services (please confirm
any donations by MARCH 4th so we can put it in our flyer)
VOLUNTEER: You know we can always use an extra hand.
BID: Come bid on our many awesome items.
Your funds will help our YOUTH and VIM missions!

Jumping In, In Silver Spring
One of SSUMC’s very own, Michele Riley, has
thrown her hat into the crowded race to try
and win one of the four Montgomery County
Council At-Large seats! Michele and her
husband Jack, along with their children Kevin
and Lauren, have been members of SSUMC
for over 10 years. During that time, Michele
has had many leadership roles in the church,
including as Chairperson of the Finance
Committee, Administrative Board and currently,

Q: If I increased
my pledge for
2018, will it
automatically
update (online)?
A: No. But visit our website:

the Capital Improvements Committee. She
sings in the choir and has taught Sunday
School for many years. Michele is interested in
hearing from the community about your values,
priorities and vision for our community. If you
are interested in talking with her, just introduce
yourself at church.
DISCLAIMER: This member news does not indicate an endorsement by SSUMC. As a nonprofit organization we do not endorse specific candidates or parties. We do, however,
encourage folks to be engaged in community issues, elections, and organizing.

(DT) is our Downtown Campus and (4C) is our Four Corners Campus — SEE BACK COVER

Q: How can I get
a nametag?
A: Sign up in the Narthex

(DT) by the nametag display
or email us at: admin@
silverspringumc.org. (9:30am
worship nametags are on the
rack just outside the Chapel)

Q: When is
the church office
open (DT Campus)?
A: 9:30am-3:30pm (Mon,
Tues, Thurs, Fri). Entrance is
the doors to the Chapel hall.

SilverSpringUMC.org
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We are a movement of Christ’s love to the people
of Silver Spring, feeding all of God’s people—
body, mind and spirit—so that no one goes hungry.

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Serving our Community
We welcome your help, monthly, with these outreach ministries.

MARTHA’S TABLE — SANDWICH-MAKING
WHEN:
WHERE:
CONTACT:

1st Saturday of the month (8:45–9:30am)
Downtown (Kitchen, downstairs)
Contact Ken Parr (301) 587-6913

CHOICE PANTRY — MANNA FOOD CENTER
WHEN:
WHERE:
CONTACT:

2nd & 4th Saturdays (10:00am–12Noon)
Four Corners (Fellowship Hall)
Lisa Middleton (lisa.middleton@verizon.net)

MOBILE FOOD PANTRY
WHEN:
		
WHERE:
CONTACT:

2nd Tuesdays (3:00–5:00pm)
Volunteers are welcome at 2:00pm
Four Corners (Front entry, facing Blair HS)
Anne Metcalf (anne_metcalf@msn.com)

SHEPHERD’S TABLE
WHEN:
WHERE:
CONTACT:

SETUP

SERVE

3rd Wednesdays DINNER (4-5pm + 5:30–8pm)
5th Saturdays BRUNCH (9:00am–12Noon)
8106 Georgia Ave., Silver Spring, 20910
Bob & Suzanne Browning (suznbob@verizon.net)

Sunday Worship
AT OUR DOWNTOWN CAMPUS (DT)

9:30am

‘BEGINNINGS’ (Chapel)

10:30am

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP

11:00am

TRADITIONAL (Sanctuary)

Contemporary Service
(Outside the Chapel)

Blended Service
And listen to past sermons ONLINE at:
SilverSpringUMC.org/worship/sermons

Our Locations
(DT) DOWNTOWN CAMPUS

8900 Georgia Ave., Silver Spring, MD 20910

(4C) FOUR CORNERS CAMPUS

33 University Blvd. E, Silver Spring, MD 20901

(301) 587-1215

www.SilverSpringUMC.org

