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Church Moves Forward with
Plan for Two Campuses
By Rev. Rachel Cornwell
On Sunday, March 1, about 40 church members braved the ice and cold weather to gather and
hear the Locations Task Force’s recommendations for the future use and redevelopment of our two
campuses: Downtown and Four Corners. Following the Task Foce’s presentation and a time of
questions and dialogue, the gathered body voted overwhelmingly to approve the recommendations.
When we voted to merge our two congregations in 2013, we affirmed the vision of being a church
in two locations with the Downtown location used for worship and discipleship and the Four
Corners campus used as a mission site. The church also adopted as its mission to be a movement
of Christ’s love to the people of Silver Spring, feeding all of God’s people – body, mind and spirit – so that
no one goes hungry.
Following the approval of the merger, a Locations Task Force was formed and given the
responsibility to “evaluate all things associated with new permanent worship & mission centers.
These considerations include location, necessary inclusions such as building a new facility or
remodeling an existing one, needs of worship space, office space, child care programs, storage,
parking, site access and visibility, costs, financing, etc. The Locations Task Force will make
recommendations for the use of current facilities and properties, including worship location(s).”1
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The Locations Task Force consisted of members from the Vision Team that developed the
merger plan. Mary-Margaret Stacy, Chair, led a dedicated team including Marilyn Parr, Katherine
Brown, Jayne Park, Mary Kautz, and Elaine Upton. Both Rev. Rachel and Rev. Joey also participated.
1

This was the work of the Locations Task Force according to the merger agreement, approved at our Charge Conference in 2013.

[CONTINUED ON PAGE 4]
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New SSUMC Ministry of Marriage Policy
BY REV. JOEY HEATH, ASSOCIATE PASTOR

The process began with a question:
“What do we believe about marriage?” Until
now, we as a church haven’t had a policy
about marriage, at least not one that
stated what we believed about marriage.
So last summer a group of SSUMC
members gathered to begin exploring
this question. From the beginning, the
question of same gender marriage was a
part of the conversation--but it was also
something bigger.
The first step we took was to survey
the congregation to determine general
attitudes about marriage. After allowing
time for feedback, we gathered again in
the fall to begin crafting a draft policy
that could be presented to the Council
on Ministries and the Administrative
Board. After a draft was created, it was
presented to the congregation in worship
over several weeks and through several
“house meetings” to once again solicit
our congregation’s feedback. Finally, on
February 4 in a combined meeting of the
leadership committees, the new policy
was approved.
Below is our new marriage policy.
Rev. Rachel and I would like to thank
everyone who participated in this
important process and offered feedback
along the way. We also ask for your
prayers as we continue to seek God and
who God is calling us to be--in Silver
Spring and the world.

Ministry of Marriage
At Silver Spring United Methodist
Church, a Reconciling Congregation,
we believe that marriage is a ministry
of the church. Just as our worship and
sacraments are open to all, so too is
the covenant of marriage open to any
two persons who wish to commit their
lives in faithful covenant to one another
before God and the faith community.
The specific guidelines below primarily
relate to the marriage ceremony itself.
However, SSUMC’s commitment to
marriage as a ministry extends beyond
the marriage ceremony. We seek to
nourish the marriage relationships of
2

those in our congregation by addressing
healthy marriage relationships in retreat
opportunities, counseling, small group
study, and other programming.
Christian marriage is an extension of
baptism and demonstrates that our lives
are holy and sacramental. The language,
symbols, and ritual of Christian marriage
embody this concept. Those gathered are
not just passive witnesses, but part of a
worship service.
The Christian wedding ceremony
is a religious celebration in which
two persons, before God and the faith
community:
• Ask for God’s blessing;
• Declare and affirm their faith,
love, and commitment;
• Commit their common journey
into the hands of God;
• Reconcile themselves with God
and with each other; and
• Join their lives to the fullest of
their capacity.
A Christian wedding ceremony can be
performed in one of our sanctuaries or
officiated off-site by one of our pastors.
Interfaith weddings are welcome and the
Ministry of Marriage is available to both
members and non-members. Couples
seeking to be married will meet with one
of our pastors. Together they will:
• Examine the guidelines
surrounding Christian marriage;
• Determine the timing of the
wedding and availability of one of
our pastors to officiate;
• Establish the couple’s willingness
to participate in pre-marital (PreCana) counseling;
• Discuss services available to
the wedding ceremony (music,
reception space, etc.); and
• Review the restrictions on use of
the church facility (or related to
off-site ceremonies).
To begin planning your Christian
wedding ceremony or to learn more
about our Ministry of Marriage, please
contact us through the church office.
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SilverSpringUMC.org
Over the next few months, we’ll be
transitioning our collective websites
into one unified, combined site
because “WE ARE ONE.” The new site
is live now, but we appreciate your
patience during our web work.
FOR WEBSITE QUESTIONS
OR TO HELP, CONTACT
Aaron Siirila at
asiirila@silverspringumcp.org.

PASSIONATE WORSHIP

Holy Week and Easter Services at Silver Spring UMC
Silver Spring United Methodist Church invites you, your family, friends and other loved
ones to share in the celebrations of the Easter season. We have several opportunities for
passsionate worship during this season.
Palm Sunday
Sunday, March 29, 9:30 & 11:00 a.m.
Downtown Campus - Main Sanctuary

HOLY

WEEK

2015

Holy Week begins with Palm Sunday to commemorate Jesus’ triumphal entry into
Jerusalem. Members of the Silver Spring United Methodist Church--especially parents
and children--are invited to join in the Palm Procession at the beginning of each service.
Special music and a message on the Passion will lead us into the holiest week of the
Christian year. Holy Communion will be celebrated at both services.
Potluck Dinner & Maundy Thursday Service
Thursday, April 2, 6:30 p.m.
Downtown Campus - Fellowship Hall
Thursday, April 2, 7:30 p.m.
Downtown Campus - Chapel
As we prepare our hearts for Resurrection Sunday, join us for a fellowship dinner as we
remember The Last Supper that Jesus had with his disciples. An evening service will follow with Holy Communion and the option of
foot washing. Special music will be included.
Good Friday Service of Music and Prayer
Friday, April 3, 7:30 p.m.
Downtown Campus - Main Sanctuary
Our Festival Choir, joined by the Christ Congregational UCC Chancel Choir and instrumental ensemble, directed by Nae Pearson,
will present ‘Requiem’ by John Rutter at our Downtown location. This beautiful ‘Requiem’ was composed in 1985 in memory of John
Rutter’s father. The text includes words from the traditional Requiem Mass, the Book of Common Prayer, and Psalms 130 and 23.
Please join us for an evening of scripture and prayers for Good Friday, followed by music that will touch your heart and soul.
EASTER LILIES & TULIPS FUNDRAISER
SUPPORTS 2015 YOUTH MISSION TRIP
A huge THANK YOU to everyone who supported our
youth by purchasing a beautiful Easter plant in honor
or memory of a loved one. Flowers will decorate the
sanctuary during Easter. Afterwards, many flowers
will be donated to
members who are
sick or shut-in as a
reminder that they are
still valued members
of our church family.
Proceeds help fund
this summer’s youth
mission trip (see page
17 for details). Thank
you for your support!

Easter Services
SUNRISE SERVICE: Sunday, April 5, 6:30 a.m.
Downtown Campus - Garden between the Sanctuary & Chapel
This special service will include guitar music and the
burning of our Lenten requests gathered throughout the
season.
Sunday, April 5, 9:30 a.m.
Downtown Campus - Main Sanctuary
This service will include special music, resurrection
message and Holy Communion.
Sunday, April 5, 11:00 a.m.
Downtown Campus - Main Sanctuary
This traditional service will include special music and
message of the resurrection.

MESSENGER - Spring 2015
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Recommendations for SSUMC’s Campuses (continued from front page)
Over the past year, the Locations Task Force has been engaging
with various community stakeholders--including county and
state government leaders, the Blair High School principal, Four
Corners neighborhood associations, church and nonprofit
tenants, food ministry volunteers, mobile food pantry guests,
and other community partners--to learn more about the hopes
and needs of the community and the potential for ministry in
both locations. Based on these stakeholder conversations, as
well as its own discernment process, the task force developed
recommendations for the use and redevelopment of both church
buildings. The Locations Task Force then used “house meetings”
as a way of sharing the recommendations in smaller groups and
getting additional feedback from the congregation. Then, the final
recommendations were presented to the congregation for a vote.
The priorities recommended by the Locations Task Force, and
approved by the congregation, are to address the major capital
needs of both buildings and renovate the Four Corners building
to generate income and establish vital partnerships for ministry.

3rd Floor East Wing Renovations Budget:
$215,000 demolition and construction costs ($100/ square foot)
$ 10,000 electrical work to bring space up to code
$ 12,000 window replacement (due to lead)
$

5,000 flooring and asbestos remediation

$ 30,000 to replace non-functioning AC system
$272,000 TOTAL COST
Step 2: Transform Sanctuary into Multi-purpose Space – A number
of people we spoke with expressed the need for large spaces
for theatre group rehearsals and performances, youth events,
and community gatherings. During the first year, we would
recommend transforming the sanctuary into a flexible, multipurpose room that can be used for all of these purposes,
including worship. This would include the removal of pews in
favor of flexible seating, reworking of the chancel, and updating
flooring and finishes.
Sanctuary Renovations Budget:

Four Corners Campus

$26,000 replace carpet with resilient vinyl flooring

We envision a vibrant center with three primary goals:

$37,000 replace pews with chairs

(1) fulfill our mission
to feed people body,
mind and spirit;

$12,000 remove chancel, pulpit & lectern to create flexible stage

(2) build community
across lines of
difference; and

Step 3: Build Upon Feeding Ministries – Through our monthly
mobile food pantry, the church, along with volunteers from the
community and Blair High School, provides fresh produce and
other perishable food to more than 250 families each month.
The pantry is a partnership with the Capital Area Food Bank,
who sought us out in 2009 as a site because of our prominent
and accessible location in Montgomery County. The mobile food
pantry will remain a central ministry at Four Corners. We will
look for ways to enhance the physical space to better support this
ministry.

(3) generate revenue
to pay for building
costs and to support
our missional
activities.

$75,000 TOTAL COST

Four Corners Campus

The following steps will be needed to achieve these goals.
Step 1: Expand the amount of space available for nonprofit and
community use – Affordable office space for nonprofits, as well
as small and large gathering spaces for community events, are
difficult to come by in Silver Spring. The Four Corners Campus
is uniquely positioned to increase its rental offerings to nonprofit
organizations and community groups. Potential tenants and
partners might include more youth-serving organizations (given
the close proximity to Blair), feeding programs that complement
our current feeding ministries, and innovative community
building and development efforts that will enable us to move into
more intentional relationships with the people we serve.
In furtherance of these goals, our modest recommendation for
the first year is to renovate the 3rd floor of the East Wing at Four
Corners, which can be rented to nonprofit tenants. During year
1, we will also develop design plans for expanded nonprofit and
community space in other parts of the building – all of which will
make up a key component of second year redevelopment plans.
4

The kitchen that is currently being renovated into a commercial
kitchen also offers new feeding ministry opportunities to
complement the mobile food pantry, including a possible
expanded partnership with the food recovery organization
Growing Soul. SSUMC is also interested in looking at ways
that the commercial kitchen might support micro-enterprise
development.
The church will also continue the efforts started this year to
shift towards deeper intentional relationships with our mobile
food pantry guests, as well as other low-income residents in the
surrounding community. In May 2014, SSUMC hosted author
Sara Miles, who challenged us to think about our feeding mission
beyond simply “doing for” others from a “sanctified distance.”
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Sara encouraged us to build community by learning to “be fully
with,” and entering into intentional relationships with those
we serve. We have started taking steps in this direction. In the
spring, we invited the pantry guests to monthly dinners with
the goal of getting to know each other, which then transitioned
into the English-Spanish Language Circle that meets weekly
and offers on-going relationship-building opportunities. Other
ministry opportunities are likely to emerge, and thus expanding
the number of community rooms that can accommodate our
growing community ministries should be a priority in the second
redevelopment phase.
Commerical Kitchen Budget:
$470,000 construction costs (if we expand kitchen into fellowship hall)
$ 18,650 new commercial grade kitchen equipment
$

1,200 new flooring

$

800 gas line extension

$

200 permits and licenses

$490,850 TOTAL COST

Downtown Campus: Our Worship & Discipleship Center
At the Downtown Campus, the priorities are a mix of health and
safety issues, as well as renovations and upgrades to existing
space.
Step 1. Replacing the emergency generator ($25,000). The back up
generator is currently not operable and must be replaced.
Step 2. Renovating the fellowship hall to accommodate the
‘Beginnings’ worship service (and just make it a more welcoming
space for other uses).
The aim of this renovation is to provide a space that functions as
a Sunday morning worship space for the 9:30 a.m. ‘Beginnings’
worship service. The service is currently held in the Downtown
Campus Chapel, but that space can only accommodate 100
people and many recent Sundays it has been filled to capacity
with no room for late-coming visitors. The renovation will
provide church attenders with a worshipful atmosphere,
intelligible audio-visual system, and space to congregate after
worship for coffee hour.

Step 4: Explore Social Enterprise Opportunities – Social enterprises
are businesses whose primary purpose is the common good.
Some social enterprises are established by nonprofits (including
churches) that use earned income strategies to pursue their
mission. A newly formed team at SSUMC is beginning to explore
three specific social enterprise ideas for the Four Corners
Campus, and will continue their visioning and planning process
through 2015:

•
•
•

A kitchen incubator –a shared commercial kitchen for
individuals who want to build a food business but lack the
resources to do so on their own.
Youth thrift store – an opportunity to engage Blair students
as both entrepreneurs and customers; and
A coffee shop.

In addition, we need to address immediate repair and building
maintenance needs at both campuses. Some of the more
immediate building needs at Four Corners include roof repair,
door and floor replacement, and repairs to the heating/air
conditioning systems.
Building Repair & Maintenance Budget:
$45,000 replace East Wing roof
$25,000 boiler zone valves
$25,000 pneumatic heat controls
$25,000 sanctuary AC system replacement
$15,000 slate roof repairs
$ 5,000 additional flooring replacement
$ 5,000 replace exterior sanctuary doors
$145,000 TOTAL COST

PROPOSED RENOVATION TO SSUMC’S FELLOWSHIP HALL
AT THE DOWNTOWN CAMPUS

The renovation includes stage decoration, updated flooring
(which is due for replacement anyway), an audio system,
brightened lighting, art work, and necessary life safety
improvements. The flooring will be a hard-wearing and
economical vinyl composite tile. The audio system will provide
a mix of sound reinforcement for the worship band and wireless
microphones for spoken word. The lighting will brighten
the basement room to help the space have a clean and fresh
appearance. NOTE: The extended cost for lighting on the project
budget (see page 6) is to install the linear direct/indirect LED lights,
as shown in the picture above. The video system will provided
projected words and images on the existing pull-down screen.
The staging will provide a two-level area for music, preaching,
and communion. There is not enough space on the existing stage
for all worship participants with the screen pulled down. The
personalized mugs will create a sense of church community at a
low price.
[CONTINUED ON PAGE 6]
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Recommendations for SSUMC’s Campuses (continued from page 5)
Downtown Campus Fellowship Hall Renovation Budget
$11,000 new vinyl tile flooring in main Fellowship Hall area
$ 2,600 audio/visual improvements
$ 2,200 staging (stage/stairs in front of current stage)
$ 1,500 replace floor treads in entrance area
$ 1,500 paint ceiling and walls
$ 800 stage design (recycled wood pallets & uplights)
$ 500 lighting: updated daylight balanced CFL lightbulbs
in existing ceiling fixtures; Optional: linear direct/
indirect LED ceiling lighting (est. price) $ 20,000
$ 350 lectern
$ 300 personalized SSUMC mugs for coffee hour/hospitality
$20,750 ($40,750 with linear lighting) TOTAL COST
Step 3. Cleaning out and moving the Building Services Manager’s
Office/Shop to the “book room” accommodate a walk-in, grocery
store-style pantry for Arleeta’s Pantry.
Step 4. Replacing portico doors with lighter, energy efficient doors
with glass panels to create a more welcoming feel to the church
entrance from the parking lot ($10,000).
Step 5. Opening up the parlor to create an adaptable fellowship space
and adding a kitchenette and men’s bathroom.
Step 6. Audio/visual upgrades to the sanctuary and adapting the
chancel to create a more flexible worship space.
How will we pay for all of this?
One of the biggest challenges is how we will pay for this vision.
We have applied for a state Bond Bill and a matching county
grant that would give us some capital funds to begin the
renovation at Four Corners.
What is a bond bill?
The state of Maryland sells bonds to raise money for projects
that benefit the public by selling general obligation bonds on
the bond market. The state then pays the debt service to pay
off the bonds over time. Any group may request funding from
the General Assembly for a capital project. To be “bondable” the
project has to be a capital project--meaning it has to be “bricks
and mortar” and not for ongoing operational costs, have a useful
life of 15 years and not be used for religious purposes. However,
churches have received Bond Bills for capital projects that are not
overtly religious and have great benefit to the community. We
have applied for a $150,000 bond bill and also a $150,000 matching
grant from Montgomery County.

What does the Bond Bill and County Grant money obligate
us to do?
State bond money must be matched by other grant money and
private donations. We have applied for a grant from Montgomery
County to meet this match requirement. If we don’t receive the
full amount of the County Grant, we will either have to use
our own capital funds and/or raise money through a capital
campaign. The matching funds must be secured before the state
funds will be released to us. The money is then given to us as
a grant—it does not need to be repaid. We will be required to
report on our outcomes to the County if we receive that grant.
Where will the rest of the money come from?
Even if we receive this Bond Bill, it will not be enough to do
all that we envision at both buildings. The rest of the money
for the renovations to both buildings will come from a capital
campaign, fundraisers, and donations from private donors in
the community. Once we renovate the third floor office space
at Four Corners, we estimate that will generate an additional
$9,000-$12,000 in revenue (adding to the $120,000-$180,000
we already receive from building use at Four Corners). We also
anticipate generating additional revenue from groups renting the
renovated sanctuary.
Exciting Next Steps and Prayerful Participation
Now that the congregation has affirmed these recommendations,
the Administrative Board and Council on Ministries have the
responsibility of prioritizing them and taking the next steps to
raise money, begin renovations and repairs and form ministry
partnerships to utilize the Four Corners Mission Site. As we live
into this vision, we seek the support of the entire church through
your prayers, your participation, your encouragement, and your
generous financial support. As we make these dreams a reality, we
continue to live into our mission to be a movement of Christ’s love
to the people of Silver Spring, feeding all of God’s people – body, mind
and spirit – so that no one goes hungry.

We have applied for this Bond Bill (see picture at right) for
renovations at the Four Corners Campus only. State and county
funds cannot be used for the Downtown campus because that
location is primarily used for “religious purposes.”
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On Saturday, March 14, Rev. Rachel testified on
behalf of our bond bill before the State Senate
Budget and House Appropriations committees
in Annapolis. Pictured here (L to R) are Rev.
Rachel Cornwell, Elaine Upton, Sen. Jamie Raskin
(who sponsored our bill in the Senate) and Aaron
Siirila. Photo by Mary Kautz.
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MUSIC NOTES
BY MARY ANN WILLOW, DIRECTOR OF MUSIC

Good Friday Service of Music
and Prayer
7:30 p.m., April 3
‘Requiem’ by John Rutter

Two New Timpani will Enhance
SSUMC Music Ministry
We are thrilled to announce that
two timpani have been given
to our church in memory of
Donald Stewart and Wilbert
Jones. The new timpani will
be heard on Good Friday
and Easter and at special
choral and instrumental
programs.

At 7:30 p.m. on Good
Friday, April 3, our Festival
Choir, joined by the
Christ Congregational
UCC Chancel Choir and
instrumental ensemble,
directed by Nae Pearson,
will present ‘Requiem’
by John Rutter at our
Downtown location.

This is a significant gift since,
in the past, we had to borrow
or rent timpani for our special
music occasions. Heartfelt thanks
to the family and friends of Don and
Wil for their generosity!

This beautiful ‘Requiem’ was
composed in 1985 in memory of
John Rutter’s father. The text includes
words from the traditional Requiem
Mass, the Book of Common Prayer, and
Psalms 130 and 23.
Please join us for an evening of scripture
and prayers on Good Friday, followed by
music that will touch your heart and soul.
Seeking New Children’s Choir
Singers
We are looking for some more awesome
kids who are ready to have fun on Sunday
mornings to sing and enjoy fellowship in
the Children’s Choir. Your child can join
us each Sunday at 10:15 a.m. in Room
21 (downstairs). We practice until it’s
time to leave for the 11:00 a.m. service.
We try to make each Sunday fun, while
we learn about music and performance.
We’re low key--your child doesn’t need
to be able to read music, or even read at
all! Parents drop off and pick up at the
choir room. During their child’s practice,
some parents fill Smart Sacks, while some
enjoy fellowship and coffee outside the
Chapel. Please contact Melissa Polito at
nmpolito@comcast.net if you have
questions. We hope to see your child next
Sunday!

New Members Enhance Bell Choir
The SSUMC Handbell Choir welcomed
two new ringers to our group this past fall.
We are so very glad to have Debbie Payton
and Katie Basiotis playing with us. They
have been a wonderful addition to our
ensemble. There’s always room for more
and we invite additional ringers to join
us--no prior experience necessary! Please
contact Mary Kautz, director, at
mary.kautz@gmail.com for more
information or to join.

(L to R) Marilyn and Ken Parr,
Aaron Siirila and Carl Cockburn
with one of SSUMC’s new timpani.

(L to R) Bell choir members Chelsea
Dorman, Martha Duff, Katie Basiotis,
Marilyn Parr, Mary Kautz, Corbin Jackson,
& Meredith Jackson prior to Christmas
Eve worship service. Not pictured:
Debbie Payton & Ruth Robinson.

MAKE A JOYFUL
NOISE UNTO THE
LORD
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Why Should We Participate
in Bible Study?
BY CHAI SELLERS

There were so many questions that I had prior to participating
in Bible Study. What is the purpose to life when we see so many
people struggling around us? What is my purpose on Earth?
How does one get to heaven when we all are flawed? Why is the
world full of evil? Why do people struggle to do good? How can
people not look back with regret? How can one handle the unfair
circumstances and bad events of life victoriously?
No doubt everyone is probably struggling with the same
questions in some capacity; however, Bible Study gave me the
confidence to research my questions. Bible Study also gave me
the opportunity to be surrounded by individuals that made me
feel so valued. No one ever looked at me with surprise with my
responses and/or the lack of.
I believe we should read and study the Bible because God
provides us the strength we need each time we read it. We
should read and study the Bible because there is so much false
teaching. The Bible gives us the measuring stick by which we can
distinguish truth from error. It tells us what God is like.
I discovered there are so many Biblical characters to learn from,
some of whom can serve as both positive and negative role
models at different times in our lives. For example, in our Bible
Study session, I learned that David, in his defeat of Goliath,
taught us that God is greater than anything He asks us to face. I
also learned through my Bible Study that it is not a book merely
for reading. It is a book for studying so that it can be applied. I
cannot emphasize strongly enough just how important the Bible
is to our lives. Studying the Bible with Reverend Rachel and all of
the SSUMC family was like mining for gold for me. Each person
made me feel such a great comfort.
I’m greatly appreciative and honored for the support, comfort,
friendship and guidance that I received from all members that
helped shaped me. I always left each Bible Study session better
prepared for life and thirsty for more Biblical knowledge. I
hope you will consider joining a Bible Study to find answers to
your questions, strength for your challenges and wonderfully
supportive new friends.

YOU’RE INVITED!
Join One of SSUMC’s
Engaging Bible Studies
THURSDAY MORNING WOMEN’S STUDY
On Thursday mornings at 10:00 a.m., our Women’s Bible
Study meets in the Parlor outside the main sanctuary. This
study has drawn a group of nearly 25 women of diverse
ages and backgrounds together to learn, fellowship, pray
and grow. Since November, this group has learned about
some of the significant women in the Bible, followed a
three-week Advent study focused on the gifts of the Magi,
and, in January, began an in-depth study of several books
of the Bible. All women are welcome!
NEW! FOUR-WEEK STUDY ON “METHODISM”
AND WESLEYAN THEOLOGY
Join us on Monday evenings from 7:00 until 9:00 p.m.
for a four-week study on Wesleyan theology. This new
study group will meet on April 20, April 26, May 11 and
May 18. Using John Wesley’s sermons and other writings
of early Methodism, we’ll review key tenants of Wesleyan
thought and identify theological tools and principles that
shape who we are as United Methodists and as Christians.
All are welcome! Contact Jen Heald-Kidwell at
jenheald@gmail.com for more information.
SUNDAY EVENING DISCIPLE BIBLE STUDY
Since October, the Disciple Bible Study has met on
Sunday evenings from 5:00 to 6:30 p.m. in Room 211 to
read through the books of the Bible, with emphasis on a
variety of themes. Led by Rev. Rachel Cornwell and Rev.
Katherine Brown, and supplemented by daily reading,
workbook exercises and historical context (via DVD),
interesting discussions result about topics and how they
relate to our modern lives. The group recently began
reading the New Testament, so it’s a good time to join. All
you need is a Bible and a willing heart!
Interested in joining one of these Bible Studies, or
starting another one? Contact Rev. Rachel at
rcornwell@silverspringumc.org.

Mark Your Calenders for SSUMC’s Spring Ministry Fair
On Sunday, May 17, SSUMC will hold its Spring Ministry Fair and Potluck at the Downtown Campus. This is a great chance to learn
about our church’s many ministry areas where people can share their time and talents while enjoying the fellowship of other members
in our church family. Nearly 15 ministries will be showcased to offer a chance to learn about the amazing work SSUMC does in our
community to feed all God’s people mind, body and spirit so NO ONE goes hungry. If you are looking for a way to serve that matches
your passions, start by taking an online spiritual gifts assessement, which can be found at www.umc.org/what-we-believe/spiritualgifts. Bring your results to the ministry fair and we’ll match you with the right ministry and introduce you to some new friends!
8
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INTENTIONAL FAITH DEVELOPMENT

Vacation Bible School
June 15-19, 2015
AGES 3 – 6TH GRADE
9:00 A.M. – 12:30 PM.
Join us as we embark on an icy
expedition where kids overcome
obstacles with God’s awesome power.
Our EVEREST VBS will anchor kids
in rock-solid Bible truths that will
guide them through life’s challenges.
Kids will experience God’s word in
surprising and unforgettable ways! Each day they will go from station to station with their
Climbing Crews (small groups). The Expedition Leaders will reinforce one simple Bible
truth daily – which makes it easy for kids to remember and apply to real life. Every station
at EVEREST is designed to reinforce the daily Bible Point in a hands-on, interactive way that
keeps everyone engaged. The daily arts & crafts and music add to the fun.
Be sure to register your child for VBS or join us and be a part of the VBS team. Volunteers
are needed are for preparation and the week’s activities (see below for details). Sharing your
time and talents to help plan, decorate, set up and teach are a great way to demonstrate your
stewardship and we promise you’ll have fun!
On-line registration begins May 1, 2015. Registration will close when we reach
capacity, so be sure to register early. Because of the number of participants, late
registrations and walk-ins will not be accepted.

Vacation Bible School is Important Outreach Ministry
Did you know that Vacation Bible School is an important outreach ministry of our church? It
is not just a ministry of the Christian Education team members; it involves our community
as well. Our church’s VBS program continues to grow each year and we need help from the
congregation in order for this ministry to continue to succeed and make a difference in the lives
of our children and our community.
Within the last six years, our VBS has served more than 600 kids. We have a very small number
of volunteers who put the entire VBS together each year. We need our congregation’s help! How
can you help? We have started putting together our VBS team and have lots of opportunities to
pitch in.
If you would like to help plan, make decorations or scenery, or if you can help co-lead or assist
during the week of VBS, please contact Marie Matthews at mmatthews@silverspringumc.org.
We will also have a congregational work day and we will make scenery, decorations, and prep
the supplies for arts & crafts center. Youth can earn SSL hours by helping
out. In compliance with our Safe Sanctuaries Policy, all that volunteer
during the week of VBS, MUST attend a team meeting and training.
Questions? Email them to mmatthews@silverspringumc.org.

Join Our Upcoming
Worship Services
All Services Held at
Downtown Campus
Sunday, March 28:
Palm Sunday Services
with Palm Processions
9:30 & 11:00 a.m.
Main Sanctuary
Holy Communion will be offered
at both services.

Thursday, April 2:
Potluck Dinner &
Maundy Thursday Service
Dinner: 6:30 p.m.
Service: 7:30 p.m.
Fellowship Hall

Friday, April 3:
Good Friday Service of
Music & Prayer
“Requiem” by John Rutter
7:30 p.m.
Main Sanctuary

Sunday, April 5:
Easter Services
Sunrise Service
6:30 a.m.
Garden

Service with Holy
Communion
9:30 a.m.
Main Sanctuary

Traditional Service
11:00 a.m.
Main Sanctuary

Sunday, May 31:
Youth Promotion &
Graduation Recognition
11:00 a.m.
Main Sanctuary
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SSUMC CHRISTIA
BY MARIE MATTHEWS, DIRECTOR OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

COMFORT & JOY CHRISTMAS PLAY
The children and youth of the Silver Spring United Methodist Church did an amazing job presenting the
Christmas play Comfort & Joy. The play reflected on the comfort and joy that comes to all God’s children
through the peace, presence and power of the Christ child. This play really told in the present and the past of
what the birth of the Christ child was all about. Thanks to all of our children and youth “actors” who practiced so
hard to make this event a success! It was great to see so many of them participating in the play. A special thanks
to Mrs. Polito, our Children’s Choir Director for directing the music, and to one of our youth, Casey
Middleton, who was our Stage Crew Director.
Welcom
e Baby J
The Holy
esus!
Adoring Family and
Shepherd
s

erds
hephTheir
S
e
Th tching Night
Wa cks by
Flo

Angels
We Have
Heard on
High

Our Youth
Participated in
the Christmas
Play too!

Mary,
Joseph
and Baby
Jesus
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Christmas

Hearing the
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and Lighting
the Advent
Candles
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“For unto you is born this
day in the city of David
a Saviour, which is Christ
the Lord.” Luke 2:11 (KJV)

INTENTIONAL FAITH DEVELOPMENT

AN EDUCATION
“LEARNING TO USE MY BIBLE”
SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS
We are excited once again to offer the “Learning to Use My Bible”
class for our 3rd grade students. The class is held throughout the
season of Lent to expose our 3rd grade students to the Bible and to
get them interested in reading their Bibles. The curriculum uses a
step-by-step approach to opening the Bible to kids for their lifelong
faith journey. They will learn basic Bible skills with activities that
directly coordinate with their Bibles. Now is the time to lay the
foundation for the special importance the Bible will have in their
lives.

SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL CO-LEADERS NEEDED
The last day of regular Sunday school classes will be Sunday, May
24. During the month of June, children will remain in worship
and craft packs will be available. Then, on July 5, our Summer
Sunday school will begin. Co-leaders are needed for summer
Sunday school so that our leaders can take a break. This is a
great opportunity to get involved and give back to our programs,
and it’s important to our Christian Education ministry. If we do
not get volunteers, we will not be able to offer Summer Sunday
School, so please prayerfully considering helping this summer.
It’s a great way to fulfill your stewardship commitment of time
and it’s an exrtremely reqrding experience!

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION TEAM BENEFITTED FROM
LENTEN BIBLE STUDY
To help our Christian Education
leaders find life balance and
calm the stress felt from their
busy schedules, Marie Matthews
led a six-week Lenten Bible
study entitled “Listen, Praying
in a Noisy World.” Below
are quotes from some of the
participants in this timely Bible
study.

For questions, please contact Marie Matthews,
Director of Christian Education,
at mmatthews@silverspringumc.org.

“We don’t take the time to be
quiet. We think we have to fill
silence with all kinds of stuff. This
study is teaching me to find quiet
time. I even started turning off
my television when I realized it was on just to be on and no one was
watching it.” --Becky Hill

We want to recognize and celebrate all of our
students, so contact Ms. Marie at mmatthews@
silverspringumc.org if you have a student that is
being promoted or graduating.

“I never thought about meditating before. I find it easier and more
rewarding than I thought it would be. I really am enjoying this Bible
study!” -- Margaret Madert
“If you are focused on intentionally listening, you are better able to
calm yourself and listen to God.” --Mary Kautz

MAY 31 IS PROMOTION SUNDAY AND GRADUATE
RECOGNITION FOR STUDENTS
On Sunday, May 31, during worship services, we will recognize
our students who are being promoted to the next level of
learning. We will also recognize our high school and college
graduates. These students are part of our church family and we
are so proud of their accomplishments and excited to celebrate
them on this special Sunday.

SINGLE PARENTS MINISTRY
“PAMPER ME, PLEASE”
MOTHER’S DAY EVENT
SATURDAY, MAY 9, 8:30 to 10:00 A.M.
In honor of the amazing mothers who are
raising children on their own, the Single Parents’
Ministry will be hosting a Mother’s Day “Pamper
Me, Please” morning event.

“This is different than a traditional Bible study where you are studying
the word of God. This a tool to help you think about yourself and how
you listen and relate to God.” --Rebecca McGinnis

For more information or to reserve your spot,
please contact Marilyn Whitted at
mwbrewster@aol.com. But hurry! Space is
limited to the first 20 parents.

“This study helped me to recognize when it is quiet, it is OK. It is your
time to say a prayer and talk to God. This takes practice” --Betty
Hopkins

Treat yourself to a morning of pampering!
CHILDCARE WILL BE PROVIDED IF NEEDED.
MESSENGER - Spring 2015
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Community
Easter Crafts
& Egg Hunt
S A T U R D AY, M A R C H 2 8
10:00 - 11:30 A.M.
D OW N TOW N C A M P U S
FELLOWSHIP HALL

Our Community Easter crafts
and egg hunt will be held on
Saturday, March 28, from
10:00–11:30 a.m. Bring your
friends, neighbors and your
Easter Baskets. We’ll gather in
the fellowship hall for fun crafts,
cookie decorating, and an Easter
Egg Hunt!
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
We are in need of volunteers that
day to help with set up, crafts
and to hide the eggs. We are also
in need of sugar cookies for the
children to decorate.

Bringing the Joy of Christmas to 170 Youth &
Families in Our Community
During Advent, Silver Spring
United Methodist Church
once again participated in
the Angel & Mitten Trees
outreach project. SSUMC
has been supporting an
Angel Tree outreach project
for many years now, through
an organization called Hearts
and Homes for Youth (HHY).
Since opening its doors
in 1964, this organization
has sheltered, counseled,
and advocated for more
than 40,000 troubled
young people who are
often victims of abuse,
neglect, abandonment, and
emotional turmoil. HHY
cares for them in group and
foster homes, independent
living apartments, a
program for pregnant and

parenting teens,
and a workforce
development
program, in
Montgomery,
Prince Georges, and
surrounding counties in
Maryland.
This year, SSUMC received
120 names from HHY
and other local agencies
representing children and
youth in need this year, and
we are pleased to share that
all 120 Angel Tree names
were provided with gifts!

We also counted over 50
pairs of mittens and dozens
of hats to keep tiny tots and
youth warm this winter.
Our loving church family
fulfilled all of these wishes,
which was a truly awesome
expression of compassion
and generosity.
THANK YOU EVERYONE!

If you are interested in helping
make this fun community event
another great success, or simply
need more information, please
contact Carolyn Stock at
301-421-1289.
Youth can earn SSL hours!

A MESSAGE FROM
HEARTS & HOMES FOR
YOUTH

HAPPY EASTER FROM
SILVER SPRING
UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH!
12
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Thank you Silver Spring United
Methodist Church for the gifts you
delivered! We are so excited to have
gifts for each of the children, teens, and
young mothers in our care.

INTENTIONAL FAITH DEVELOPMENT

Mission Mania! Teaches Children
the Importance of Stewardship
Our children’s mission program was involved in several holidayrelated activities to bring joy to others this past Christmas.
Children had a ton of fun wrapping gifts and making cards for
several agencies during the holiday. Over 150 gifts and $400
in gift cards from Target and Giant Food were wrapped
and delivered, thanks to the generous donations from our
congregation and the Red Hat Society group, which our own
Lynn Waters is a member.

Providing Cheer to Local Nursing Home Residents
The Christmas season is a very special time for nursing home
residents and for those who share it with them. However, some
residents do not have family near and perhaps no family at all.
That’s why the Adopt-A-Residence program at Oakview Rehab
and Nursing Center located in Silver Spring and the Asbury
Elves program at Asbury Methodist Village in Gaithersburg are
so important! These organizations ensure that every resident has
something under the Christmas tree.

Forty Holiday Shoeboxes Make a Difference for Our
Neighbors in Need
The Education
Committee gift
wrapped 40
shoeboxes and
the kids filled
each shoe box
with health care items (deodorant, toothbrushes, toothpaste,
shampoo, lotion, disposable razors, shaving cream, washcloths,
bottled water, granola bars, candy canes and gift cards. The
shoeboxes were delivered to Interfaith Works for their
Community Vision program. Interfaith Works is located in
Silver Spring and serves the homeless population.
“Thank you so much for being a community
partner of Interfaith Works Community Vision
Program and helping to make the holidays

“The residents get so excited to have gifts

a little brighter for our homeless clients by

and this program helps make Christmas

providing them with a shoebox filled with gifts.

merry and special for all of our residents.

I cannot help but say again, how very much this

Thank you SO very much for EVERYTHING!!!”
Jaymie Kilgore, Director of Activities
Oakview Rehab and Nursing Center

Margaret Madert, who delivered our gifts to Asbury Village,
delivered FOUR BOXES OF GIFTS that the kids wrapped.
Margaret said, “I could not believe how many gifts the kids had
for the Asbury Elves program!” She knew that Asbury would
really be surprised and appreciative of SSUMC’s generosity.
Some of the gifts for the nursing home residents included
scarves, socks, pajamas, blanket throws, gloves, magnifying
glasses, wallets, perfume, lotion, stationary, and much much
more.

means to our less fortunate neighbors, and to
the staff and volunteers as we pass these out on
Christmas Eve and in the ensuring weeks as new
clients arrive. Thank you!”
Sandra Miller,
Administrative Coordinator
Community Visions Program

Mission service is a huge part of SSUMC and a vital part of our children’s ministry.
Thank you to everyone that supported MISSION MANIA! and these special holiday mission
programs. Your generosity and support made many people in our community feel happy
and loved during the holiday season. Watch for future opportunities to share your
stewardship gifts of Time, Talents and Treasure throughout the year!
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SSUMC 2014 Annual Report
BY AARON SIIRILA, DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS

New Members Received
by Profession or
Reaffirmation of
Christian Faith

296

OUR IMPACT

1,588
Number of people
we served through
Arleeta’s Pantry,
the Mobile Pantry,
Smart Sacks, and the
Sandwich ministry

Average Attendance
at all Sunday Worship
Services

152

Children & Youth
participating in church
programs

241

Families in our church
and community who
received rent or utility
assistance checks from
the Pastor’s Benevolent
fund

107
Children participating
in our “VBS-palooza”
program this summer

Number of people
who participated
in missions and
community ministries

17

Youth who participated
in two mission trips –
Harvest of Hope and
REACH in Cairo, NY
14

150
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[CONTINUED ON PAGE 15]

SERVANT LEADERSHIP

2014 Financials
$1,002,141
Total Church Income

$ 1,004,731
Total Church Expenses

$96,100

Paid in apportionments to the
greater United Methodist Church
(the most we have ever paid!)

$45,000
Debt paid off

$10,000

Grant funds received from
Montgomery County to refurbish
the Four Corners campus kitchen

$75,000

Capital investments in our
facilities, including a new roof,
new signs, and renovations to the
Downtown campus Chapel

Financial FAQs:

How much debt does the church have? At the
beginning of 2014, we had $84,000 in debt, but by the
end of the year, we had just $39,000. In February 2015,
we paid that amount off and we are now debt-free!
How much would it take to improve the conditions
of our facilities? The Administrative Board recently
conducted a capital equipment replacement study which
indicates that we have about $750,000 in deferred
maintenance and repairs that are needed in the next
five years. Filling this gap is a goal of the Locations
Team Recommendations and will be a priority for the
Administrative Board.
What are the church’s financial priorities for this
year? The Administrative Board used the following five
priorities to make budget decisions for this year:
1. We will have a balanced budget.
2. We will spend 5% of our budget on programs/
outreach/missions.
3. We will pay 100% of assessed apportionments.
4. We will invest in our physical infrastructure and set
aside funds for capital replacement.
5. Our financial reserves should be sufficient for 45
days of expenses.
I heard the budget is tighter this year than in
previous years. Is that true? Yes and no. The 2015
budget is the largest budget we’ve ever passed, at $1.04
million. However, we’re allocating additional funds this
year for facility replacement and maintenance – funds
that are long overdue. As a result, the funds available for
programming were somewhat reduced this year.
What can I do to help? The church is the body of God
and we can’t do anything without your support. You can:
1. Contribute your time. We need Sunday School
teachers, outreach workers, food ministry
distributors, administrative experts, and more. Ask a
pastor for more information.
2. Contribute money. Any amount helps. Try
electronic giving, which is fast, easy, and helps the
church by creating a more predictable stream of
contributions. Sign up at silverspringumc.org/give
3. Encourage others. Church is the gathering of God’s
people. Encourage others in their spiritual journey
to regularly attend worship and be involved in our
outreach and devotional ministries.
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SSUMC Achieved New Heights in 2014 Thanks to YOU!
As we begin a new year, I just want to thank those of
you who have supported the church financially for your
generosity to Silver Spring UMC in 2014. This was
our first year as a new, merged church, living out our
mission to feed all God’s people—body, mind and spirit—so
no one goes hungry. We could not have done that without
your giving, and I want to give you a snapshot of the
difference your contribution to the church made.
This summer our youth participated in two different
mission trips—Harvest of Hope and REACH in Cairo,
NY. Seventeen youth went on each trip and seven
adults accompanied them. Because of your generous
giving, the entire cost of both trips was covered
for all participants. Olivia Swain said this about her
experience at REACH:
“I am thankful we were able to serve, and I believe that this trip has transformed everybody in different ways. Some grew
deeper in faith, others realized no matter how old you are, you are still able to impact the lives of others.”
Closer to home, we continue to feed people weekly through Arleeta’s Pantry, the Mobile Pantry at Four Corners, Smart Sacks and the
Sandwich ministry. We served 1,588 households in our community through these various ministries in 2014.
Each week, Rev. Joey and I write assistance checks from the Pastor’s Benevolent fund to assist people facing eviction or overdue utility
bills. Last year, we were able to assist 150 families in our church and community because of what you give. One of the people we
were able to help through this ministry, said this:
“Thank you for your support in helping me to keep my housing. God worked in my favor and he turned it around. I am
still here today.”
Our VBS-palooza this summer inspired the faith of 107 young disciples from our church and community and the mission projects
also had a huge impact! During VBS, we:
• Filled an SUV full of non-perishable food items for a local community food pantry;
• Donated fresh fruit and vegetables to a shelter;
• Collected five larges boxes of school supplies for local kids in need;
• Donated eight large boxes filled with diapers for the North Carolina Diaper Bank which had 13,000 diapers stolen over
the Memorial Day weekend;
• Collected $266.00 for the Society of St. Andrew to help combat hunger.
We are a church that makes a difference and gives ourselves
away. We do not have to do this--we get to do this because
of people like you who generously invest financially to this
incredible mission. Each and every contribution to Silver Spring
UMC is valued and appreciated. And if you have made a financial
pledge to support the church in 2015—thank you!

STAY INFORMED!

Don’t miss our updates & current events:

I am so proud to be the pastor of a church that is engaged in so
much life-changing ministry. Thank you for your prayers, your
participation and your financial support. I look forward with
excitement to the year ahead and to where God will continue to
lead us!

silverspringumc.org
facebook.com/SilverSpringUMC
twitter.com/@SS_UMC

Gratefully,

weekly eNews subscribe to our
Rev. Rachel
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eNews via:
admin@silverspringumcp.org

RISK-TAKING MISSION AND SERVICE

Summer Youth Missions Change Lives
BY REV. JOEY HEATH, ASSOCIATE PASTOR

For the past several years, we have taken our youth on a mission trip in the summer. For one week, they leave behind their lives here
in Silver Spring, the comforts of their own beds, and summer days of sleeping in...TO GO TO WORK! Our mission trips are more
than just going somewhere and telling about Jesus. Instead, the youth act as the hands and feet of Christ in the communities we visit.
This summer, we will be returning to REACH Mission Trips, a program designed to visit communities in need, spending a week
doing much-needed home repairs for those who otherwise would not be able to do them. These include replacing roofs, scraping and
painting homes inside and out, building and rebuilding decks and porches, building ramps, and so much more. After a long day on
the job, our youth gather for dinner and then evening worship and devotions. All this is designed to have maximum impact on the
homeowners, community, and of course, the youth themselves.
This summer we will be heading up to Scotland, PA, which is about 100 miles from here. During the week, we will eat, sleep, work,
play, worship, and grow in this tiny town of less than 2,000 people. Along the way, we will change lives--of those living in the
community, and our own. Over the next few months, we will host a variety of fundraisers to fully fund the cost of taking our 16 youth
and three adults on this incredible trip. The goal for this year is $7,000, and we’ve already raised $1,000 toward that goal!
Please help us raise these critical funds, and keep us in your prayers. If you have any questions about the trip, be sure to grab one of
our youth...they have great stories to tell! And they look forward to having more powerful stories after this summer’s trip.

Support Youth and VIM Mission Trips at
the “Amore” Silent Auction on April 19
Great items available for bid! All proceeds
help fund our mission programs.
BY BECKY HILL

Are you ready for summer? Then join us on Sunday, April 19, from Noon until 1:30
p.m. for our annual Silent Auction and Potluck Fundraiser! This year, we’ll have an
Italian them as we share “Amore” (love) with each other in Christian fellowship.
Bring a main dish or side dish to share (desserts and drinks will be provided), enjoy
fellowship with others and SHOP, SHOP, SHOP! We have so many wonderful items to
choose from--just look at some of the items below! Best of all, the money raised will
benefit our youth mission trip and the Volunteers in Mission (VIM) team who travel to
disadvantaged areas. So, make your plans now to join us on April 19 to eat, relax and
SHOP for a great cause! If you have any questions, or if you can donate an item, gift card
or service, please contact Becky Hill at beckyhill_silentauction@aol.com.

5TH ANNUAL

Silent Auction
& Potluck
Fundraiser

APRIL 19

Here’s just a few of the great items featured at the auction:
Ski or snowboard lessons			
River tubing
Massages						
Theatre tickets
Pirate adventure				
Museum tickets
Kayak lessons					
Lego birthday party
Ceramic party					
Monster mini-golf
Choo Choo Barn					
Homemade pies and cakes
...and the list goes on and on, with new items coming in every day!
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Welcoming Our New Members!
JOINING IN MARCH 2015
Our first New and Renewing Member Class of 2015
had 10 new individuals participate! Please welcome our
New Members into our wonderful church family.

Bill Scanlan

is a long-time Scout Master and leader
with Troop 209. Bill and his wife Fran live right across
from the Downtown campus.

Eduardo Aponte

liams,
Gareth Wil
, Amy and
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(L to R) B
ler and Vin
Ryan Whis
Quinn.
Avery and
Boston and

is the proud father of two-yearold twins, Cameron and Charles, and 13-year-old dog,
Bingo. Eduardo was born and raised in Washington, D.C.,
but his parents emigrated to the area from Peru and Peurto
Rico 50 years agao. Husband of Carolyn Weber, a life-long
Woodside member, Eduardo is excited to officially be part
of the SSUMC family.

Amy and Gareth Williams,

along with
daughters Hannah and Catrin, are transferring their
church membership from Second Presbyterian in Baltimore where
they met and were married. We look forward to baptizing Hannah
later this Spring!

Baptism Class Prepares
Families to Raise
Christian Children
With many new babies come many baptisms! It was a privilege
to offer a class on February 8 to share with these families the
meaning and joy of baptism. If you are seeking baptism for you
or your child, please contact Rev. Rachel or Rev. Joey.

Avery and Ryan Whisler

are newly married and will make
SSUMC their first church home together. Avery works as a paralegal
and Ryan is a pharmacist. They are interested in meeting more
SSUMC members outside of worship.

Vince and Holly Stofa, Boston and Quinn recently
returned to the Silver Spring area after living in Thailand for the
last two years. They are anticipating bringing home their adopted
daughter from Thailand later this year! Boston and Quinn attend
Forest Knolls Elementary School.

Proud parents and their wonderful children:
(L to R) Back Row: Allison and Tom Phillips with daughter
Aniston; Gareth and Amy Williams with daughters Catrin and
Hannah (seated on couch); Tiffany and Ken Wiley with son
Kenneth
(L to R) Front Row: Terry and Joyce McDonough with children
Clara and William; Andy Sullivan and Meg Goetz with daughters
Ingrid and Claire

18
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MEMBER NEWS

WITH JOYFUL PRAISE
Marriages
Meredith Jackson and Michael Thompson,
March 14, 2015
Rev. Michele Johns and Aimee Isaac,
March 22, 2015

Births
Sampaguita Hideko Bisagni-Roxas,
Daughter of Melissa Bisagni and Nick Roxas,
January 26, 2015
Corrine White,
Daughter of Allison & Jeff White
February 10, 2015
James Cherrington Stacy,
Son of Mary-Margaret and Russell Stacy
February 23, 2015

Baptisms
Lily Diana Mihyung Richards,
Daughter of Grace Cho and Tony Richards,
December 28, 2014

Aniston Nola Phillips,
Daughter of Allison and Tom Phillips,
March 1, 2015

Barrett Ross Thibault,
Son of Brenna and Bruce Thibault,
January 11, 2015

Phoebe Pearl Rhodes,
Daughter of Britt and Matt Rhodes,
March 8, 2015

Clara Kim McDonough,
Daughter of Joyce and Terry McDonough,
February 8, 2015

Kenneth Wiley III,
Son of Tiffany and Ken Wiley Britt,
March 8, 2015

IN SYMPATHY
Louise Phelps
December 25, 2014
Liz McDonald
January 7, 2015
Winston White
February 11, 2015
John Nutter
(our oldest member, died at age 103)
February 26, 2015

PARTICIPATE IN
SSUMC’S UPLIFTING
MUSIC MINISTRIES
SSUMC Praise Band
Are you looking for an opportunity
to share your musical skills or
talents? Whether you can be there
every Sunday or just once a month,
come make a joyful noise with
the Praise Band! The Silver Spring
UMC Praise Band provides musical
leadership for the weekly 9:30 a.m.
‘Beginnings’ worship service.
The purpose of the Praise Band is
to engage and lead the gathered
body in communal worship,
which is authentic, celebratory,
participatory, and Christ-centered.
The band meets on Sunday
mornings at 8:45 a.m. to set up
and rehearse for the service. The
Praise Band welcomes singers and
musicians ages 14 and up of all
abilities. For more information,
contact Randy Roberson at
trroberson@gmail.com.
SSUMC Women’s Ensemble
The former ‘Folk Choir’ has a new
name: The Women’s Ensemble. The
group welcomes all female singers
from teenagers and older. Directed
by Carole Whittam, The Women’s
Ensemble rehearse and sing for
the 11:00 a.m. services twice per
month. Contact carole.whittam@
gmail.com to learn more.
SSUMC Chancel Choir
Singers of all ages and abilities are
welcome to join the Chancel Choir,
which leads service music and
sings anthems for our 11:00 a.m.
services. Anthems range from the
classics to spirituals to accessible
contemporary music. Rehearsals
are available Thursday evenings
and/or Sunday mornings for your
convenience. Contact Mary Ann
Willow, director, at mawillow@
silverspringumc.org.
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S U N DAY W O R S H I P T I M E S
AT D O W N T O W N C A M P U S
w w w. S i l v e r S p r i n g U M C . o r g

9: 30 a.m. ‘BEGINNINGS’ CONTEMPORARY SERVICE
CHAPEL

10: 30 a.m. COFFEE FELLOWSHIP
OUTSIDE THE CHAPEL

1 1 : 00 a.m. TRADITIONAL SERVICE
MAIN SANCTUARY

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

AS THE SILVER SPRING
UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH, WE DECLARE
OUR MISSION TO BE:

We are a movement
of Christ’s love
to the people of
Silver Spring,
feeding all of
God’s people—
body, mind and
spirit—so NO
ONE goes hungry.

Opportunities to serve
our neighbors in need
SANDWICH-MAKING FOR MARTHA’S TABLE
SILVER SPRING UMC: FOUR CORNERS

1st Saturday of the month from 8:45-9:30 a.m.
Contact Ken Parr at (301) 587-6913.

ARLEETA’S PANTRY
SILVER SPRING UMC: DOWNTOWN

Saturday mornings from 9:00–11:00 a.m.
Contact Rebecca McGinnis (rmcginni@umd.edu).

MOBILE FOOD PANTRY
SILVER SPRING UMC: FOUR CORNERS

2nd Tuesdays from 3:00–5:00 p.m.
Volunteers are welcome at 2:00 p.m.
Contact Anne Metcalf (anne_metcalf@msn.com).

SHEPHERD’S TABLE
8210A COLONIAL LANE SILVER SPRING, 20910

1st Tuesday & 3rd Wednesday
Set up at 4:30 p.m.; Dinner served at 5:45 p.m.
Contact Tijuana Irons (tijuanairons@aol.com) or Bob and Suzanne
Browning (suznbob@verizon.net).

