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“Everyone can be great because everyone can serve
... you only need a heart full of grace ...
a soul generated by love.”
--Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr.
Our annual stewardship campaign will begin on October 5. This year, we will be examining ways
we can serve God, our community and each other through the sharing of our Time, Talents and
Treasure.
In preparation for your 2015 pledge, we ask that you prayerfully consider what you can give. To
help you, we’ve included lots of opportunities to give of your Time, Talents and Treasures in this
issue of the MESSENGER. For example, here are three ways you can serve:

1. Give of your Time. Co-leaders are urgently needed for our growing Sunday School
2.
3.

programs, so we can continue to offer classes that nurture children, youth and adults in our
church family. Read page 4 to see how easy it is to co-lead a class, and the difference it will make.
Give of your Talents. God has given each of us a unique and special talent. SSUMC’s
Ministry areas, Administrative Board and Lay Leadership have short-term, volunteer needs
that can utilize your special talents. Learn more on pages 8, 14, 16 and 18.
Give of your Treasure. The Administrative Board is working with Aaron Siirilia, Director
of Operations, and other ministry leaders on next year’s budget. Learn more about SSUMC’s
operations on page 15 to better understand the needs filled by your important financial gifts.
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GOD’S AMAZING PRESENCE
BY REV. JOEY HEATH, ASSOCIATE PASTOR

What a summer it was! During
Rev. Rachel’s sabbatical, I had the
opportunity--and pleasure--of leading
all aspects of our congregation’s spiritual
growth this summer.
I have learned so
much about myself, the
church, our ministry
and the amazingness of
God. It was a summer
filled with lots of hustle
and bustle and never
quite feeling like I
really had any control. I
found myself constantly
jumping from one thing
to the next to the next,
always looking at the
to-do list to see what
else could be crossed
off, and what tasks had
been left undone. And,
honestly, there were a
few moments when I
felt like everything was
unraveling and falling
apart where I found
myself completely
overwhelmed.
Out of all this came
two lessons that I want
to share with you here because knowing
our church pretty well, I know I am not
the only one who has felt/is feeling this
way.
Lesson #1: No matter what, God
is always right beside me walking
with me. There have been some times
this summer where I have felt like
throwing up my arms and saying “I
give up.” One Sunday in particular just
seemed disastrous. I was exhausted
from having just returned from the
youth mission trip the evening before.
When I got to the church, I found that
on that cloudy day the lights in chapel
were not working. Then I realized the
AC was not on, so it was really warm.
The same things were happening in the
main sanctuary. Next, I couldn’t find the
computer to run the slide show for the

‘Beginnings’ service. In my exhaustion
and exasperation, I just started worship
anyway and that is when our amazing
God stepped in. “The plan” may have
been failing, but God showed up--in
the voices of the singing, in
the musicians playing, and in
the guest pastor preaching.
Despite everything that went
“wrong,” God was there and
the Spirit moved us. As we
are reminded in Psalm 139,
God is always and everywhere
with us and even the darkness
is not dark for God. So no
matter what I encountered,
God walked through it with
me.
Lesson #2: When you
are surrounded by a great
group of faithful friends
almost anything can be
survived. What really got
me through the hardest
moments--the weeks where
time off was almost nonexistent and I found myself
wondering how I would keep
going--was a great group of
friends. I’m part of a couple
of special small groups. One
in particular I’ve been part a member
of since I was in seminary. We meet
together and encourage one another
in ministry, share our burdens, lift up
our joys, and ask and try to answer one
another’s questions. We share scripture
and pray for one another. In our August
sermons, I talked about the importance
of small groups. I lift my experience
up as a testament to the power of small
groups. When you have a group of close
people to turn to, they really do make
a difference in your life. So I’d like to
encourage you to join a small group if
you aren’t already part of one.
My experience this summer just goes
to show that you never know what
lessons God has in store for you or the
ways in which God may stretch you on
our journey of faith and life.

Psalm 139
reminds us
that God is
always and
everywhere;
even the
darkness
is not dark
for God. No
matter what I
encountered
this summer,
God walked
through it
with me.
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PASSIONATE WORSHIP

“Building Holy Community” at SSUMC’s Fall Retreat
BY REV. KATHERINE BROWN, SSUMC DEACON, AND MARY KAUTZ, CHAIR

Family is the first experience of community for most of us, and we come into it too
young to be intentional about our participation. We first experience it non-reflectively,
as “something that is”: people sharing space and certain rituals (family dinner, Saturday
soccer, insert-your-activity-here) and the commitment to each other’s well-being called
love.
It is easier to see intention in the families we grow to create--the juxtaposition of
individual personalities and the common life that is a backing rhythm to the whole.
Of course, the fact of the individual personalities sometimes syncopates the rhythm
or pulls the melody in a different direction. For example, my duaghters, Elizabeth
and Margaret, were still little when I started saying to Paul, “We invited infants into
our home. Where did these people come from?” New lines are added--harmony and
counterpoint. New interests are accommodated. New networks (work, school, peoplefrom-the-bus) are brought into the connection.

MARK YOUR
CALENDARS!
SSUMC Fall Retreat
Saturday, October 25
Rev. Katherine Brown,
Retreat Leader
West River
Retreat Center

The forms of family have been particularly present in my mind this past year as Elizabeth left for college, and we lived into the new
rhythm of being a family of four with only three at home. Maybe this persistent re-imagining is why family also comes to my mind
when I reflect on all that is happening in our church, as we live into the new rhythms of being a single congregation in two locations.
The pattern of family is a complex interweaving of plan, intention and happenstance. Intention may be the key thing that holds
the whole and aims it forward. As a family of faith, we are called to be God’s holy people, loving God and loving each other. Holy
community is our intention, but how do we build ‘Holy’? How do we live that intention in a way that lets the Spirit’s happenstance
bloom?
“Building Holy Community” is the theme of our church retreat at West River on October 25. I am excited about the questions this
raises and the opportunity to explore them. Excited, too, because our gathering is itself a building block of Holy Community.
Come and join us in this beautiful setting for a full day of spiritual growth, fellowship and family
fun. This is an all-church retreat, with programs and activities for all ages. It presents a unique
opportunity to praise God and commune in a natural setting while we grow in our faith, explore
our vision, share with each other, make new friends and have fun with friends old and new.
The program will begin about 9:00 a.m.. It will include lunch, dinner and outdoor activities
appropriate to the weather. We will finish with an outdoor Vespers service and campfire.
Because of our fundraising efforts, the anticipated cost is only $20.00 per person, with a family
maximum of $60 for a family of three people or more. Scholarships will also be available because we want everyone to be able to join
this special retreat. If you have ideas or want to help, contact Mary Kautz at makautz@prodigy.net.
Come help us learn to build a holy community at our Fall Retreat at West River on October 25.
Registration information will be available very soon!

MESSENGER - Fall 2014
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SERVANT LEADERSHIP

Share Your Time & Talents: Education Leaders Urgently Needed
BY MARIE MATTHEWS, DIRECTOR OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

SSUMC’s Christian Education programs are GROWING! This exciting news creates immediate opportunities for our congregation to
get involved with our dynamic programs. We always welcome people with a heart for children and youth to help in our classrooms
and with our Christian Education programs.

Why does our church need YOU?
•
•
•
•
•

We are overworking our current leaders. In order to have enough leaders each Sunday, we have relied on the same dedicated
people over and over. Many go above the time and duties that they have committed to serve. To keep our servant leaders
energized and committed to serving in the future, it is important to involve others in our Christian ministries.
Children need adults to guide their spiritual formation. As part of the baptism commitments we all make our children, adult
members promise an active role in their spiritual formation process. Teaching is a great way to fulfill that commitment and guide
our children’s development, while also fostering your own spiritual formation by learning more about the Bible.
Children need stability to learn well. With a leader shortage, children are constantly meeting new adults. While we are extremely
grateful to these adults who unselfishly step in to serve as needed, it would enrich the education programs if the children had the
stability of getting to know and trust the same leaders throughout their class.
You are a Christian adult who pledged to order your life after the example of Christ. Our children
need to interact with adults who model a Christian walk, so our children embody the same values
as they grow up.
If we do not get enough leaders, we cannot offer all of our planned programs for our children and
youth.

We Make It Simple!

I know that not everyone is called to teach Sunday school. Many people have considered it, but do not
know if they can devote the time and energy to it. Great news! We’ve made it super simple for you:

•
•
•
•

Our Sunday school lessons are fun, simple, interactive, and designed to make this important task
simple for you. In short, lessons are cool and created with you in mind as much as the student.

YES, I WANT
TO SERVE!
If you can fill one of the
immediate needs for
Sunday School leaders,
please contact Marie
Matthews, Director of
Christian Education,
at mmatthews@
silverspringumc.org.

You DO NOT need to know everything about the Bible. You can learn with your class. The lessons
are simple, direct, and deal with a single scripture. If you do not have a Bible background, this is a great place for you to start.
You will be amazed at how much you learn from the children.
You will co-lead the class with another person. You DO NOT teach alone.
You DO NOT have to shop for any supplies. We value the time our leaders give and prefer that they spend it all with their classes.
We do the shopping for you and our supply closet is stocked with the supplies you will need.
DISCOVER THE JOY OF WORKING WITH OUR PARISH’S
CHILDREN AND YOUTH!
If you still think you do not have the time, think again. Our leaders commit
to serving only once per month. To ensure the safety and well-being of all
participants, we observe a Safe Sanctuaries policy that requires background
checks and we provide training for all of our adult leaders working with our
children and youth.
Become a part of something that makes a difference in the
lives of our children. Join our Christian Education Ministry
Team. I guarantee you will love it!
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SERVANT LEADERSHIP

A VERY SPECIAL THANK YOU!
After more than 30 years of service, Eleanor Organ is taking
a break from teaching Sunday School. Words cannot describe how
much Mrs. Organ has meant to our programs and our children.
A dedicated Sunday school teacher, she was also one of the major
forces behind the implementation of Godly Play, served as the
Education Committee Chairperson, and worked tirelessly on our
Christmas plays and other Christian education programs.
If you were not at VBS Sunday when we recognized Mrs. Organ
during the service, be sure to write her a note of thanks or thank
her when you see her to let her know how much we all appreciate
her and all that she gave to our children and our programs.
Thank you Mrs. Organ for your tireless energy, dedication and
commitment to our children, youth, and our Christian Education
programs. You have made a difference in the lives of so many!
YOU ARE ONE OF A KIND!

Inspiring Christian Values

Sunday Evening Programming for Children

BY MARIE MATTHEWS, DIRECTOR OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Kids With Purpose
Kids With Purpose (KWP) is an action-based outreach program for children who are in 1st through
5th grades. Its mission is to engage children in acts of Christian service while nurturing a desire to
help those in need. KWP is based on Matthew 22:39 “You shall love your neighbor as yourself” and
provides an opportunity for children to make a difference in our community by directly involving
them in living out our biblical mandate to love and serve our neighbors.
The first KWP meeting will be held on September 14 immediately after worship so children and their
families can participate in our first KWP mission--the SSUMC workday. Beginning in October, KWP
will meet on the second Sunday of each month in Room 21 from 5:00 – 6:00 p.m. Registration forms
can be found online or on the table outside of the education office.

CLUB 45
CLUB 45 is a fun program for 4th and 5th grade students. CLUB 45 was created to
promote and support Christian values making a difference in their lives during this
critical age while also helping them transition more smoothly from elementary to middle
school. As this group progresses through our programs at church, they will increasingly
do things together, from worship to confirmation to retreats and mission trips. Stronger
relationships among those that participate in CLUB 45 can only make these experiences
more meaningful as they encourage and support each other and develop closer
connections. CLUB 45 will meet on the first Sunday of each month in Room 21 from 5:00
– 6:00 p.m. beginning October 5. Registration forms can be found online or on the table
outside of the education office.
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RISK-TAKING MISSION AND SERVICE

VIM Heads to NY
in October

BY LENWORTH (LENNIE) SMITH,
OUTREACH CHAIR

This year’s Volunteers In Mission (VIM)
trip will take us to Staten Island, NY,
from Sunday, October 12, to Saturday,
October 18. Our group will take part
in Project Hospitality’s Faith In Action
initiative. With 14 service sites across
Staten Island, Project Hospitality is an
interfaith effort committed to serving
those in need. Its aim is to help those
who are hungry and homeless, have
special needs like HIV/AIDS and have
drug abuse issues and mental illness,
acquire the resources they need to
achieve self-sufficiency.
Our group will have the opportunity
to serve in Project Hospitality’s soup
kitchen and food pantry, assist with
cleaning, repairing and painting
buildings and homes, assist at Project
Hospitality’s outreach centers and
emergency/family shelters and take
part in the recreational and educational
activities for children at the family
homeless shelters.
Faith In Action groups stay at a local
church located a few blocks from
Project Hospitality’s administrative
offices. A full kitchen is available for
volunteer groups to prepare breakfasts
and dinners. Lunch is provided at
each worksite, with dinner provided
on Wednesday evening as part of
the Positive Living Dinner for Staten
Island’s HIV+ community. Volunteers
are often asked to help prepare the food
and serve at the dinner. Unlike previous
VIM trips, this trip will give us the
opportunity to work with an interfaith
group in its efforts to meet the unique
challenges presented by the largest
metropolitan area in the nation.
We will host a meeting in the near
future for interested individuals. In the
meantime, if you’d like to be part of this
year’s VIM trip or have any questions,
contact me at jiggy14@comcast.net or
(240) 381-8020.
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SSUMC Youth Ser ve the
HARVESTING FOOD TO HELP FOOD INSECURE FAMILIES
BY MARGARET BROWN

I sat on the floor with the majority of people and ate rice
and water for dinner, while we watched a select few dine on
honey-glazed ham, mashed potatoes, salad. No, this was not
punishment, this was a hunger awareness meal that SSUMC’s
youth group participated in when we went to the Society of St.
Andrew’s “Harvest of Hope” camp.
The main purpose of the camp was to glean—harvesting what the farmers had left
behind, whether because the crops didn’t look right or weren’t ready in time. We spent
the mornings laboring in fields, but in the afternoon, we also learned about what we were
doing, and why it was so important.
When one hears of hunger, one often thinks of huge global issues. While it’s true that
hunger is more abundant in developing countries, America also has people who are
food insecure. We can’t help everybody, but we can start by helping right here at home.
Through devotions, small group sessions, group meals, and working in the field, our
youth group learned about the little things we can do that make a big difference. There
is enough food for everybody, but in homes and when it comes to farming, Americans
waste a lot of food, leaving many people unnecessarily
hungry. We may not be able to stop all the waste in the
farms, but we can reduce waste at home.
The week at Harvest of Hope taught us a lot, and
hopefully, we will be
able to carry what
we learned there into
the rest of our lives.
And, yes, in the end,
the ham and mashed
potatoes were shared
with everyone.

MORE PHOTOS ON CAN BE FOUND ON FACEBOOK/SilverSpringUMC

ABOUT SoSA’S HARVEST OF HOPE

Harvest of Hope is the ecumenical study, worship, and service mission trip program
of the Society of St. Andrew. The goal of Harvest of Hope is to educate participants
about the domestic and global hunger problem; encouraging them to make lifelong
commitments to being part of the solution. The Harvest of Hope Experience consists
of Gleaning, Study, Worship, Meals and Commitment. Participants are encouraged to
take what they experience back home with them so they might impact their families,
communities, and churches. Harvest of Hope challenges people of faith to respond
to the call of the gospel to feed the poor, and to make service a lifestyle, rather than a
once-a-year event.
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RISK-TAKING MISSION AND SERVICE

Lord and Others this Summer
TRANSFORMING A HOUSE ALSO TRANSFORMED ME
BY OLIVIA SWAIN

As my trip to Reach Workcamp in Cairo, NY, came closer, I became a little worried of what was to come. I
had to pray for the best. Along with others, this was my first mission trip. We were all excited as we loaded up
the vans to head out for a long drive. Despite my worry, this has turned out to be one of the most memorable
experiences in my life. The youth, the staff, and our homeowners were all a blessing to be around. Even
through the hard work, I really enjoyed being there.
The crew I was assigned to had 13 people in it and was tasked with scraping old paint off the exterior of a
house, then giving the whole house a fresh coat of white paint, and cut/trim down the overgrown plants in the yard. Our homeowner
loved having us there at her house for the week, she said she missed having company over the years and was truly grateful we were
helping out. On most days, she would have a “special treat” for us. The smile on her face made all our aches and pains go away.
I am thankful we were able to serve, and I believe that this trip has transformed everybody in different ways. Some grew deeper in
faith, others realized no matter how old you are, you are still able to impact the lives of others. I most definitely look forward to my
next mission trip with the youth group to serve others.

DO YOU WANT TO SERVE OTHERS, TOO?
Check out the SSUMC Outreach
opportunities on the back page!

ABOUT REACH WORKCAMPS

Reach Ministries International is a 501(c)(3) that operates workcamps under the trade name “Reach Workcamps.” Ministering
since 1992, Reach Workcamps is a weeklong mission of service that organizes and coordinates the completion of basic home repair
projects for elderly, disabled, and low-income families. Working with local agencies and/or local churches, the camps seek to create
positive change for residents, communities, students and adult sponsors who attend. Reach Workcamps refer to each homeowner
as our “neighbor” based on Mark 12:31, during which Jesus talks abour loving our neighbors as ourselves. Participating in a Reach
Workcamp is a life-changing experience as campers are involved in activities that build community and self-esteem, encourages
spiritual growth and enables them to understand their role in combating poverty. Reach strives to be the industry leader by providing
the highest quality Christian mission trips for Jr. and Sr. High youth groups.

MESSENGER - Fall 2014
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PASSIONATE WORSHIP

MUSIC NOTES
BY MARY ANN WILLOW, DIRECTOR OF MUSIC

Make a Joyful Noise
Unto the Lord

Praise Band
WHO: Instrumentalists & Singers
(Adults and Youth)

Singing with groups reduces stress,
enhances happiness, develops
meaningful relationships and–
especially for us Christians–
deepens spirituality. With all
these wonderful benefits,
how can we say no?

WHEN: ‘Beginnings’ Service 9:30 a.m.
REHEARSALS: Sundays, at
8:45 a.m.
WHERE: Downtown
Chapel

Join us for a joyous year
of music! There are many
opportunities to get
involved with our musical
ministry and share your gifts
to the Glory of God!

DIRECTOR: Randy
Roberson, trroberson@
gmail.com

Chancel Choir
WHO: Adults and Youth
WHEN: Every Sunday - 11 a.m.
Service
REHEARSALS: Begin Thursday,
September 4, from 7:15–8:15 p.m. and/or
Sunday, September 7, at 10:00 a.m.
(your choice)
WHERE: Downtown Sanctuary
DIRECTOR: Mary Ann Willow,
mawillow@silverspringumcp.org
DETAILS: The Chancel Choir has the
unique privilege of leading music every
Sunday at our 11:00 a.m. service. We
warmly welcome all singers ages 8 to
108 to sing with us. You can choose either
Thursday evening or Sunday morning
rehearsals (or both!) to fit your schedule.

MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE!
SSUMC HAS A VARIETY OF MUSIC
MINISTRIES TO CHOOSE FROM.

Festival Choir
WHO: Adults and Youth
WHEN: 2-4 concerts per year, some with
other choirs and orchestra

DETAILS: Come make a
joyful noise with the Praise
Band, which provides musical
leadership for the weekly 9:30
a.m. ‘Beginnings’ worship service.
The purpose of the praise band
is to engage and lead the gathered
body in communal worship which is
authentic, celebratory, participatory,
and Christ-centered. Music selections
include contemporary Christian hits, great
hymns of the church, moving spirituals,
and gospel standards. The Praise Band
welcomes singers and musicians ages 14
and up of all abilities.

REHEARSALS: Begin Thursday,
September 4, from 8:15–9:15 p.m. and/
or Sunday, September 7, from 12:30-1:30
p.m. (your choice)
WHERE: Downtown Sanctuary
DIRECTOR: Mary Ann Willow,
mawillow@silverspringumcp.org
DETAILS: The Festival Choir enriches
our lives with special music several
times per year. We warmly welcome all
singers ages 8 to 108. Our first concert
will be at 4 p.m. on Saturday, November
1, in our Downtown sanctuary. It will
be a concert of great choral works of the
season sung with several other choirs
and instrumentalists. The second concert
will be a program of Christmas music in
December.

MEMBERS OF THE 2013-14 FESTIVAL
CHOIR PERFORM HANDEL’S MESSIAH

[CONTINUED ON PAGE 9]
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PASSIONATE WORSHIP

Make a Joyful Noise - continued
Bell Choir

Children’s Choir

WHO: Adults and Youth

WHO: Singers in grades K – 5

WHEN: Performs periodically in Worship
Services

WHEN: Monthly - 9:30 a.m. and/or
11:00 a.m. Service

REHEARSALS: As Needed; First
Informational Meeting on Thursday,
September 4, at 6:30 p.m.

REHEARSALS: First rehearsal TBD

WHERE: Downtown Music Room (located
upstairs; accessed by taking the stairs to the
balcony part of the sanctuary)
DIRECTOR: Mary Kautz, makautz@
prodigy.net
DETAILS: Have you been thinking
about participating in a music program
at the church but perhaps not as a singer
or with an instrument of your own? Do
you like to hear the melodic harmonies
of handbells and/or are curious about
how to play them? Then learn more at
our informational meeting on Thursday,
September 4, at 6:30 p.m. at SSUMC’s
Downtown Campus. No prior experience
or ability to read written music is needed.
We’d love to have you join us!

Volunteers Needed for
Smart Sacks Program

WHERE: Children’s Choir Room
DIRECTOR: Melissa Polito, nmpolito@
comcast.net
DETAILS: This is our liveliest and most fun
choir! Join us!

SSUMC’S CHILDREN’S CHOIR BRINGS
JOY TO GOD AND OUR CONGREGATION

Folk Choir
WHO: Women’s Voices (Adults & Youth)
WHEN: Monthly - 11:00 a.m. Service
REHEARSALS: Begin Thursday, September 11, at 6:30 p.m.
WHERE: Downtown Chapel
DIRECTOR: Carole Whittam, carole.whittam@gmail.com
DETAILS: All women and teenage girls are invited to join us and sing classical anthems
as well as folk, gospel, spirituals and Contemporary Christian songs.

!

Special Thanks

With the start of the school year,
SSUMC’s Smart Sacks program will
begin to delivers bags of food to three
local elementary schools. This vital
program helps students who are food
insecure get the food they need on
weekends. There are two ways you
can help:
1. Volunteers are needed on
Sundays after worship services to
help pack the Smart Sacks and
again on Wednesdays between
11:15 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. to deliver
the Smart Sacks to the schools.
2. Depending on the time of year,
volunteers are needed either every
two weeks immediately after
service or every two weeks every
Wednesday beginning at 10:30
a.m. to help move the heavy food
deliveries (canned goods) we receive
from Manna Food Center into the
library at our Downtown Campus.
If you can support this important
program, contact Vicki Reese at
vreese@5adaycsa.com or
301-595-0379 to learn how and
when you can help!

Accolades for Our Summer Musicians
Many, many thanks to our singers and instrumentalists who provided incredible music
throughout the summer. Well done!
Many thanks to Randy Roberson who directed the music at both the
9:30 and 11:00 a.m. services for six Sundays this summer. THANK YOU
RANDY!

MESSENGER - Fall 2014
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INTENTIONAL FAITH DEVELOPMENT

BY MARIE MATTHEWS, DIRECTOR OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

SUNDAY SCHOOL OFFERS ENRICHMENT FOR ALL AGES
The Silver Spring United Methodist Church holds the belief
that faith is a life-long journey. We are committed to sharing in
Christ’s love and light through teaching, service and worship for
all. That’s why our Christian Education programs provide many
opportunities for spiritual formation to all ages: infants, children,
youth and adults. We seek to develop and nurture a caring
community of believers in Jesus Christ through deep learning that
begins with our youngest disciples and continues to enrich even
our most seasoned members.

JESUS AND ME TREASURES (2nd & 3rd Grades)

Our Sunday school program serves children, youth and adult. We
continue to grow, so this year, we have restructured our classes. All
of our children’s classes use Cokesbury’s “Grow, Proclaim, Serve!”
curriculum, which incorporates Bible stories, activities, crafts,
videos and games into a full faith experience that invites children
to explore the Bible in fun age appropriate ways. Please look at the
children’s class offerings below, the age requirement of each, and
the location, so you know which Sunday school class your child
should attend on September 7.

LEARNING TO USE MY BIBLE (6th-8th Grades)

LITTLEST ANGELS NURSERY (infants to 23 months)

Jesus and Me is located in Room 144 and is co-taught by a
teaching team.

YOUNG DISCIPLES (4th & 5th Grades)
Young Disciples is located in Room 210 and is co-taught by a
teaching team.

This class is located in Room 211 and will meet at 11:00 a.m.
during the months of September and October. It is for middle
school students who are in 6th – 8th grade. Using the Bible,
they will continue to learn basic Bible skills with activities that
directly coordinate with the Bible. This is a critical age to lay the
foundation for the special importance the Bible will have in their
lives. This class is also a great continuation for those that have been
through Confirmation.

The Nursery is located in Room 148 and is staffed by Tara
Romanus and Sue Irwin. Tara has a certificate in daycare
management, is a certified Montessori assistant, and is also CPR
and first aid trained. Sue is CPR and first aid trained. The nursery
is open from 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

NOTE FOR CHILDREN’S CLASSES: SSUMC follows the
Montgomery County Public School policy whereby ALL children
remain in their assigned class (by age) for the entire year. Children
do not move up to the next class level after their birthdays.
We ask that you PLEASE follow this guideline as it helps your
children remain with their friends and maintains class consistency.

TINY TREASURES (2 & 3 years of age)

ADULT IN-DEPTH BIBLE STUDY CLASS

Tiny Treasures is a Sunday school class located in Room 150. It is
taught by Carolyn Stock, who is CPR and first aid trained and an
assistant.

The Adult Sunday School Class meets in the Blue Room from
9:45 to 10:45 a.m. It will begin a study of the Gospel of John on
September 7 as a follow up to the study of the synoptic gospels
(Matthew, Mark, and Luke) which the class completed in May. This
class would be a great continuation for adults who participated last
year or new adults who want to learn more about the Gospel of
John.

GROWING WITH JESUS (4 & 5 years of age)
We are excited to offer this new Sunday school class for our 4 & 5
year olds (Pre-K), which replaces the Godly Play class. Located in
Room 146, it is co-taught by a teaching team.

FOLLOWING JESUS (Kindergarten & 1st Grade)
Following Jesus is located in Room 145 and is co-taught by
a teaching team.

CHRISTIAN ED SUPPORTS A CHILD IN INDIA
Each Sunday, an offering is taken to support our “Sponsored
Child.” Her name is Chaithanya Ramesh she is 12 years
old and lives in India. 100% of the funds we collect during
Sunday school help with her food, board, school tuition,
supplies and clothing expenses. We also send her a birthday
and Christmas gift each year.

CLASSES FOR CHILDREN, YOUTH & ADULTS BEGIN SEPTEMBER 7
10
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INTENTIONAL FAITH DEVELOPMENT

SSUMC’S NEW CHECK-IN SYSTEM IMPROVES CHILD SAFETY

BEGINNING
SEPTEMBER 7,
ALL CHILDREN
MUST BE
CHECKED IN
USING THE
KIOSKS

Earlier this year, the child check-in system was put into place to ensure the
safety of our precious children and youth during Sunday school and other
church activities. We continue to be excited about this new software, particularly
with the growing number of families and children in our church community. By
now, you should be familiar with the system that we slowly phased in during the
spring. We hope that all families have logged into the system to register.
Beginning September 7, you will need to check in at one of the kiosks,
if your child(ren) will be participating in any church programs (Sunday
school, children’s choir, Kids With Purpose, CLUB 45, youth group,
etc.). The kiosks will be located in the Chapel and Narthex hallways on Sunday
mornings. For other programs, it will be located in the Blue room which is
found across the hall from the church office.

The system prints out matching name tags for the parent and the child to wear
while at church. When a child is picked up from any program, his/her name tag
must match the parent’s tag. Children without name tags will be returned to
their parents and asked to sign in using the kiosk. While this process may
seem inconvenient, especially on busy Sunday mornings, it is extremely important
and demonstrates how seriously we take the safety of our children and youth.
We thank you for helping us to implement this new system. If you haven’t already
done so, you may need to create or edit your member profile in our church
management system in order to use the child check in service. To make sure your
family profile is up to date, please visit:

Becky Hill Uses SSUMC’s Child Check-in System

https://silverspringumcp.bvcms.com

JOIN US FOR SSUMC’S BACK TO FALL BASH
Calling all children and youth! Join us as we kick off our fall programs in style.
Back by popular demand, the 2014 BACK TO FALL BASH will be held in the Fellowship Hall
at the Downtown Campus. Everyone is invited for a fun time of music with a DJ, dancing,
games, food, refreshments and more! Those who attended last year know what a blast we had,
and you won’t want to miss this year’s party. So be there or be square!

BACK TO FALL BASH
SEPTEMBER 7 - 4:00-6:00 p.m.
MESSENGER - Fall 2014
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INTENTIONAL FAITH DEVELOPMENT

VBS Inspired Area Children to Celebrate God and Care for Others in Need
BY MARIE MATTHEWS, DIRECTOR OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

It was such a joy to see so many children turn out this year for our “VBS
PALOOZA!” I am sure that all of the children enjoyed their week here at Silver
Spring United Methodist Church. Each day the children rotated to centers that
included: Bible storytelling, missions, music, games, and arts and crafts.
This year, we had two guest speakers during our opening celebration to tie into
our mission projects. A special thanks to Mr. Aubrey Alston, Executive Director
of Julia’s Food Pantry, who shared how and why he started the Food Pantry. The
pantry is named after Mr. Alston’s mom as a way to honor her and all women.
Also, Mr. Max Finberg, a Senior Advisor from the Department of Agriculture, who
has been working on hunger issues for over 25 years, talked about the Society of
St. Andrew and tied it into the story of Ruth and Naomi in the Bible.
Mr. Alston and Mr. Finberg made our mission projects this year even more meaningful to the kids.
During VBS, we:
1. Filled an SUV full of non-perishable food items for Julia’s food pantry;
2. Donated fresh fruit and vegetables to a shelter;
3. Collected five larges boxes of school supplies for local kids in need;
4. Donated eight large boxes filled with diapers for the North Carolina Diaper Bank
which had 13,000 diapers stolen over the Memorial Day weekend; and
5. Collected $266.00 for the Society of St. Andrew to help combat hunger.
Mission
Project

#4

ng
Givinks
a
h
T

Mission
Project

#1

Learning
About
the Birth
of Jesus
Max
Finberg,
U.S. Dept of
Agriculture

Aubrey
Alston
of Julia’s
Food
Pantry

2014
VBS Part
icipants

VBS
Mission
Mural

Learning
About
the
Cross

VBS
Group

Mark your calendar now for next year’s VBS, which will be held June 15 – 19, 2015.
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MEMBER NEWS

Don’t Miss these
Exciting Fall
Events

MARRIAGES

Sunday, September 7:
Fall Programs Begin

Ciara Nutter & James Namude
June 21, 2014

Back to Fall Bash

BIRTHS

BAPTISMS

Barrett Ross Thibault,
Son of Brenna & Bruce Thibault,
Born June 8, 2014

Gavin Crowell,
Son of Evan & Lindsay Crowell
June 8, 2014

Joshua Adrian Lincoln,
Son of Ana & Ryan Lincoln,
Born July 8, 2014

Kaitlyn Siirila,
Daughter of Elizabeth Jordan Siirila
& Aaron Siirila
June 8, 2014

Baby Girl Kassambara,
Daughter of Sonia & Kaou Kassambara,
Born August 18, 2014

Coutler Ophardt,
Son of Rebecca & Jonathan Ophardt
June 29, 2014

4:00 - 6:00 p.m.
Fellowship Hall
Downtown Campus

Sunday, September 14:
3rd Grade
Bible
Presentations
SSUMC Church Workday
Immediately following
11:00 a.m. Worship Service
Downtown Campus

Saturday, October 4
Charge Conference
1:00 p.m.

Eliana Rose Boyd-DiPrima,
Daughter of Erin Boyd & Michael DiPrima
August 10, 2014

Sunday, October 5
SSUMC Ministry
Kickoff & Potluck

Sahr-Malachi Kaifala Lebbie,
Son of Mammuh Sia & Komba James Lebbie
August 17, 2014

Stewardship Campaign
Begins

IN SYMPATHY
Carleen Davis,
July 9, 2014
John Vere, III,
July 18, 2014
Adede Araba Amenyah,
July 28, 2014
June Williams,
August 1, 2014
Wilbert L. Jones,
August 19, 2014

Fellowship Hall
Downtown Campus

Sunday, October 26
Trick or Treat for UNICEF
Saturday, November 1
Great Anthems & Hymns of
the Church Music Program
Multiple Choirs & Orchestra
4:00 p.m.
Downtown Sanctuary
Freewill Offering

Sunday, November 2
All Saints Sunday/
Reconciling Sunday
Sunday, November 9
Children and Youth
Sabbath
MESSENGER - Fall 2014

13

SERVANT LEADERSHIP

News from the Administrative Board
BY MICHELE RILEY, ADMINISTRATIVE BOARD CHAIR

Our newly formed Administrative Board (AB) went into effect on July 1, and we have begun our monthly meetings. Now that the
Trustee, Finance, Youth and Staff-Parish Relations committees have been folded into the AB, we have a lot on our plate, but we are
excited to be working together for the benefit of our congregation. Here are some highlights of our recent activity, and in honor of the
the 2014 Stewardship Campaign kick-off, we’ve also included some ways you can help using your Time, Talents, and Treasure.
TIME AND TALENTS NEEDED: SIGN UP TO HELP AT THE CHURCH
Because we have consolidated our committees into the AB, we no longer have separate groups meeting on a monthly basis. Fewer
meetings is a good thing--it means people have more time to do the actual work of the church, but it also means that we have fewer
people officially assigned to separate committees.
Therefore, we are looking for people who are willing to volunteer their time on specific projects the AB may need help with. Would
you be available to get a few estimates for painting that needs to be done? Can you help with gardening and grounds clean up? Would
you be able to do some data entry at church? Don’t hide your light under a bushel – sign up to help on an as-needed basis.
If you have some time or a talent you can share, please put your name on the sign-up sheet in the hallway outside Aaron
Siirila’s office. We’ll contact you to discuss sharing your gifts.
CONSOLIDATING AND INVESTING THE CHURCH’S “TREASURES”
Our Home Improvement Campaign has finally wrapped up and we are pleased to announce that 10% of the proceeds (approximately
$12,500) will be designated for outreach programs. This designation was part of the original campaign, which was announced way
back in 2008. We are pleased that the church is on sound financial footing so we can honor this pledge made over five years ago.
At our first meeting, the AB voted to consolidate funds held by the former Trustees Committee with the operational funds of the
church. This consolidation will apply appropriate internal controls to all church funds, as well as streamline accounting procedures.
After the actual consolidation is complete, the AB will publish a balance sheet, or snapshot of the church’s financial health, in the
MESSENGER. We are also in the process of forming an Investment Committee that will be tasked with managing funds owned by the
church that are earmarked for a particular purpose, such as the Permanent Endowment or the Wigren Estate Mission Fund.
Finally, as we enter budgeting season, we are developing a three-year budget for the church, in addition to a one-year budget, in order
to better plan for long-term needs of the church.
As you can see, there is a lot going on! We hope you can help. Simply sign up on the sheet in the hallway outside Aaron Siirila’s office
and we’ll contact you!

YOUR AB AT WORK:
Construction to install new
grease traps in the Four Corners
kitchen, financed by a $10,000
grant from Montgomery County,
to get the kitchen approved
for a commercial food service
license in order to serve as a
“food recovery” hub. The grant
also paid for installation of a
new fire suppression system.
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SERVANT LEADERSHIP

Understanding Our Church Expenses
As You Consider Your Stewardship Pledge, Here’s SSUMC’s Financial Snapshot
BY AARON SIIRILA, DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS

In the last issue of the MESSENGER, I highlighted how
our members’ faithful contributions support our church
mission and positively impact lives in our community. I also
outlined several “behind the scenes” changes that are making
a difference in the financial status of Silver Spring United
Methodist Church. As we approach stewardship season, it is
important for members to fully understand where the budget
monies are spent.
Congregational giving accounts for 58% of income. Investment
income, which pays mostly for our lead pastor’s housing
allowance, and miscellaneous sources of income comprise
another 4% of revenue. The remaining 38% of income is
produced by building use rentals & fees and helps pay utilities
and maintenance for
our two large church
buildings. Giving is down
slightly from last year.

We anticipate that the Downtown campus will need its
emergency and exit lighting systems replaced before the
end of the year, by order of the Montgomery County Fire
Marshall. We are working with an architect to determine
exact specifications and costs. While I wish we could spend
the money in more “exciting” ways, it is our legal and moral
obligation to do everything possible to ensure that every adult
and child who uses our building is kept safe – whether it is
our own members or those who lease space from us. Once the
upgrades are complete, our building will provide adequate and
safe evacuation lighting in the event of an emergency.
As we enter autumn, we also enter the budgeting season for
2015. The Administrative Board is working hard to establish

Since we combined the
church services and
moved them to the
Downtown campus in
March, attendance for our
services has averaged 297
people per Sunday. This
includes the ‘Beginnings’
service at 9:30 a.m., with
an average attendance
of 84 people, and the
Traditional service at
11:00 a.m. with an
average of 230 people.
The single largest weekend
was on Easter, with 682
people in attendance.
Most of our expenses have
been kept well in check.
Our energy bill, often
the single largest expense
in the summer, has been lower due to milder than average
summer temperatures, some energy savings measures that have
been instituted at both buildings, and a renegotiated electricity
supply contract from PEPCO. However, capital expenses
are currently $16,000 over budget, due to emergency repair
work on the heating and cooling systems at the Four Corners
campus. We also replaced one flat roof at this campus in the
spring. With the aging systems at the Four Corners campus, we
anticipate ongoing repair work.

a process that will collect input from all ministry leaders to
fashion a budget that accomplishes the most of God’s work
with our limited resources. As we look to next year, I encourage
you to 1) think and pray about where God’s work is needed in
our church, community, and world, 2) think about how you
might be involved more deeply in God’s work, and 3) consider
whether an additional financial gift is within your ability to
help fund God’s work. If you have any questions, please feel
free to contact me at aaron@silverspringumc.org.
MESSENGER - Fall 2014
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Council on Ministries Supports Church Mission
BY KYLE WHITLEY, COUNCIL ON MINISTRIES CHAIR

The Silver Spring United Methodist Church Council on Ministries (CoM) has held its first three meetings since being formed earlier
this year. The CoM is composed of chairpersons from the following committees: Young Adults (represented by Katie Basiotis),
Communications (Lori Crowe), Congregational Care (Matt Eidson), Leadership Development (Mary Kautz), Education (Marie
Matthews), Youth (Isis Offut), Worship (Marilyn Parr), Music (Mary Ann Willow), and Outreach (Lennie Smith). CoM also includes
Pastor Joey Heath, and CoM Chairperson Kyle Whitley. The council is responsible for coordinating and acting upon requests and
recommendations from our various church ministries.
In these first meetings, CoM discussed the great work of these committees and ministries. Two themes emerged from these
discussions--SSUMC has an ambitious group of committees who are doing great work in the Silver Spring community and, more
volunteer support is needed to maintain and grow our programs. We had a great discussion about food ministries, which are
coordinated by the Outreach Committee. SSUMC has seven different food ministries ranging from our food pantries (Arleeta’s and
Marvin), to Meal Makers, which provides meals to individuals in the SSUMC community who have less time to prepare dinner at
home (e.g., families with a newborn). Much of the discussion centered around the Smart Sacks program, which provides food staples
to families from three elementary schools and a new program added earlier this year to support one middle school in our community.
The council also spent time discussing the Education Committee and the outstanding work they are doing. Specifically, we talked
about Vacation Bible School. The summer of 2014 saw another successful VBS at SSUMC. More than 100 children participated in the
program again this year, which was themed, “VBS Palooza” and featured some of the best aspects of previous years’ VBS programs.
We’ve already earmarked a week for next year’s VBS program--June 15-19, 2015--and details from this year’s successful event can be
found on page 12.
CoM also has begun planning two important events on the fall calendar: the Ministry Kick-Off & Potluck on October 5, and the
Family Retreat, which will be held on October 25 at West River United Methodist Center. More information about these exciting
opportunities will be shared in the coming weeks.
This is only a subset of what was discussed in our first meetings. And, although only a few of the committees and ministries have been
highlighted here, all members of the congregation are strongly encouraged to consider volunteering for any of the programs, especially
as we begin stewardship season. And, as always, please see any of the committee chairpersons if you are interested in volunteering.

STAY INFORMED

Wednesday Prayer and
Music at Four Corners

Don’t miss out on updates
and current events at:
silverspringumc.org

facebook.com/SilverSpringUMC
weekly eNews subscribe to our
eNews via:
admin@silverspringumcp.org

Beginning September 10 and every week thereafter,
everyone is invited to a special midweek service in
the Four Corners Campus sanctuary. Rev. Joey will
lead 30 minutes of prayer, followed by 30 minutes
of music, which will include hymn singing and
organ music. Please join us at Four Corners, or
pray with us from wherever you are located.
Join Us Wednesdays from 11:30 a.m. until
12:30 p.m., beginning September 10.
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MEMBER NEWS

Beginning a Conversation About What Marriage Means to Us
BY REV. JOEY HEATH, ASSOCIATE PASTOR

In 2012 our congregation took a vote to
become a reconciling church, meaning we
are open and welcoming of all people-in particular lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender, and queer individuals. As
with many things, this official change
brought more questions, specifically
questions about marriage and what it
means to us.
These questions about marriage are what
preceded the survey that was offered
in May of this year. As a congregation,
we have no formal policies about what
marriage is and who should be married
at our church. Up until now, it has been
entirely up to the pastors to decide who
will be married and who will not--but
we realize there are deep questions that
need to be asked about what we believe a
marriage is, what the Bible says about it,
and what we believe as United Methodists
that go much deeper than just “gay” and
“straight.”
Take a look at a cross-section of the
answers that were provided when we
asked “What comes to mind when you
think of marriage?”
•

•

•

A union of two persons who are
making a commitment to care for one
another, love, grow together, in the
sight and guidance of God.
Truly, a union between a man and a
woman. I support civil unions more
than marriage.
A lifetime commitment between two
people born from love.

•

Two people, who love each other,
joined by God’s blessing and grace.

•

Love, commitment, respect, support,
putting God first.

•

Love and loyalty.

•

Two people in love and are
committed, regardless of race, gender,
ethnicity, etc.

•

A bond between two individuals of
sharing and trust.

•

I think of a man and a woman joined
together in life with a promise to love
and honor each other for the rest of
their lives.

•

A union between two people,
sanctioned by civil law, primarily for
the benefits prescribed by law.

•

Two people stuck together forever.

•

A church ceremony led by an
ordained person to join a man and
woman in a union.

•

Friendship, love, commitment,
partnership.

•

Forever.

•

Legal mess, church-political nonsense.

•

•

Two people who have joined together
before God as one family, vowing to
love, honor, and support each other
faithfully.

Two people committing to love and
cherish on another.

•

Having another person to go through
life with.

•

The joining in God’s eyes of two
people that love each other–any two
people.

•

A sacred union between two
individuals who love each other are
committed to each other.

•

In the past, a lifelong commitment
between a man and a woman.

•

A man and a woman living the
example/model of Christ loving the
church.

•

The blending of two into one.

•

Family and love.

•

Two people that love each other and
want to share their lives together
and be blessed by the Lord through
marriage.

•

Legal joining of two people conferring
rights and responsibilities.

•

Christian unity to the man/woman
you love as husband and
wife.

•

Two people who love each
other and, by joining, make
each other better able to fill
God’s purpose for them.

•

Marriage is between a man
and a woman.

•

God’s wishes fulfilled.

•

Two people who want to live
together.

From the survey, we can see that we all
have some thoughts, many of which are
based on our understandings of scripture
and of the beliefs of the United Methodist
Church. That was a really big part of why
we did the survey--to see where we are as
a congregation and begin a conversation
that extends beyond marriage equality
with respect to same gender marriage and
will help shape our church community’s
position going forward.
This fall, be on the lookout for
different opportunities to engage in the
conversation and to join with those we
agree with and those we disagree with,
remembering that we are all the same
body of Christ seeking to live lives faithful
to the witness and mission of Christ of
making disciples for the transformation of
the world.
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God is Calling You!

BY REV. JOEY HEATH, ASSOCIATE PASTOR

Sitting down to write this article I couldn’t help but think of that iconic imagery of Uncle Sam with his finger pointed saying,
“I want you!” The poster was designed to encourage a sense of pride and patriotism. In fact, it is that same spirit which actually
brought a number of our church’s long-time members to the area. They came from all across the country seeking to make things
better and to do their little part in the effort. Everyday people wanting to make a difference. In many ways, it’s not unlike our
church today. We come from everywhere, all different backgrounds and ways of living, and we come to the church to make a
difference.
In my August sermons, I mentioned that God has gifted each one of us and called on us in a unique way. Part of the role of the
church is to help you find the special way that you can contribute your gift. In particular, that is the role of the lay leadership
development team. This fall we are looking for new people--new volunteers to help us live into our big ministries dreams. As we
continue to expand and define the vision of the new mission center at our Four Corners campus, we are going to need people to
step up into new mission areas. At the same time we need to continue to staff our current ministries that have continued to grow.
This means “we need you!” When we officially launch our stewardship campaign, you will be invited to take a “spiritual gifts
inventory” with the hope that it might show you where God is calling you.
We believe each and everyone of us are called, and as Christians, part of how we serve God is serving others. God is calling you
to do just that and our lay leadership development team wants to help you do just that. You are a part of changing the world and
the church needs you, so please answer that call by getting involved.

FA L L W O R S H I P H I G H L I G H T S
S E P T E M B E R 			

O C T O B E R 		

Back-to-School Book
Series: The Bible

Stewardship Series
October 5-19

Based on the book
“Making Sense of
the Bible”
by Adam Hamilton

Time, Talent,
Treasures: How We
Feed All People--Mind,
Body and Spirit
October 26
Youth Mission Sunday
Celebrating Our Youth
and Their Work this
Summer
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NOVEMBER
November 9
Children’s
Sabbath

Highlighting
Contributions
of Our
Youngest
Members

MEMBER NEWS

Celebrating Christian Activism at the Capital Pride Parade
BY J. DAVID COX, SSUMC MEMBER

On June 7, I participated along with my
fellow parishioners in the 2014 Capital
Pride Parade. This was my first year at the
Parade, but it won’t be my last.
As a lifelong unionist and now the national
president of my union, the American
Federation of Government Employees,
AFL-CIO, I have been to many public
demonstrations in my day. Far too many to
count. In fact, I attend as many in a month
as most people do in lifetime because, sadly,
there always seems to be so much to protest
about. But I attended this year’s Pride
Parade with my church, not
my union, even though my
union has always strongly
supported gay rights
across-the-board – in terms
of employment, marriage
equality, military service,
you name it.

It was a beautiful, sunny day and the
parade had people from every walk of life–
young and old; gay and straight; Christian,
Jewish, and almost every other religion;
every race and ethnicity, disabled and able;
the whole spectrum of the human race was
celebrated that day. And I believe that some
of the gay people who were there who don’t
yet feel accepted, and maybe don’t yet feel
as though their families or their church will
approve of them, really appreciated seeing
members of the Methodist church standing
up with them and for them.

I give you all that
background of my being
a union activist because
it felt a little different
being a Christian activist.
I always feel like the cause
of worker justice through
the union is an important
(L TO R): LYNNE SCOTT, RANDY ROBERSON, MICHELLE BELTON,
way of witnessing Jesus
REV. JOEY HEATH, REV. MICHELE JOHNS, J. DAVID COX AND
MARY KAUTZ AT THE 2014 CAPITAL PRIDE PARADE.
Christ. When I am with
my brothers and sisters in
the union fighting to get the government
The gay rights movement has come so far,
to do the right thing for workers, I feel a
but it seems like even though churches
huge sense of fellowship that feels almost
like ours are so welcoming and accepting,
religious. But actually being with my
there is still a lot of work to do. So it felt
brothers and sisters from Silver Spring
very important for us be there standing
United Methodist Church standing up for
up as Christians to say that we support
the rights of all people–all God’s children–
and love our gay and lesbian brothers and
to be recognized as equals, to be recognized
sisters. And not “inspite of” their being
as equally deserving of love, marriage, and
gay or bisexual or transgender, but simply
acceptance, hit me on a whole new level.
because we love the diversity of this world.
We know that God loves them too, and that
welcoming each and every person to the
church is what he wants us to do.

This Thanksgiving, Volunteer
at the Thierry Musel Brunch
Nearly everyone involved
with Shepherd’s Table was
devastated by the death of
their beloved chef, Thierry
Musel, a few years ago after his
long-term battle with cancer.
One of the things he advocated
for was a weekend breakfast
feeding program for the clients
of Shepherd’s Table.
At the time, there was no
weekend breakfast service, so a
campaign was initiated broadly
to solicit funds and volunteers
to provide such a service in
memory of Thierry Musel. Our
church stepped up to provide
$500 for Thierry Musel Brunch
two Saturdays each year. This
year, the first was held on Labor
Day weekend. The second
will be the Saturday after
Thanksgiving.
Volunteering to serve the
Thierry Musel Brunch is a
wonderful opportunity to share
the love of SSUMC. Contact
Lennie Smith or Suzanne or Bob
Browning for more details.

New and Re-newing
Members Class Begins
This Fall
We will offer another six-week
new and renewing membership
class on Sundays this fall. The
class, which meets after the 11:00
a.m. worship service, is a chance
to welcome more people into
the mission and ministry of our
church. It’s also an opportunity
for current members to recommit
themselves. Contact Rev. Joey at
jheath@silverspringumcp.org if
you’d like to join the upcoming class.
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S U N DAY W O R S H I P T I M E S
AT D O W N T O W N C A M P U S
w w w. S i l v e r S p r i n g U M C . o r g

9: 30 a.m. ‘BEGINNINGS’ CONTEMPORARY SERVICE
CHAPEL

10: 30 a.m. COFFEE FELLOWSHIP
OUTSIDE THE CHAPEL

1 1 : 00 a.m. TRADITIONAL SERVICE
MAIN SANCTUARY

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

AS THE SILVER SPRING
UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH, WE DECLARE
OUR MISSION TO BE:

We are a movement
of Christ’s love
to the people of
Silver Spring,
feeding all of
God’s people—
body, mind and
spirit—so NO
ONE goes hungry.

Opportunities to serve
our neighbors in need
SANDWICH-MAKING FOR MARTHA’S TABLE
SILVER SPRING UMC: FOUR CORNERS

1st Saturday of the month from 8:45-9:30 a.m.
Contact Ken Parr at (301) 587-6913.

ARLEETA’S PANTRY
SILVER SPRING UMC: DOWNTOWN

Saturday mornings from 9:00–11:00 a.m.
Contact Rebecca McGinnis (rmcginni@umd.edu).

MOBILE FOOD PANTRY
SILVER SPRING UMC: FOUR CORNERS

2nd Tuesdays from 3:00–5:00 p.m.
Volunteers are welcome at 2:00 p.m.
Contact Anne Metcalf (anne_metcalf@msn.com).

SHEPHERD’S TABLE
8210A COLONIAL LANE SILVER SPRING, 20910

1st Tuesday & 3rd Wednesday
Set up at 4:30 p.m.; Dinner served at 5:45 p.m.
Contact Tijuana Irons (tijuanairons@aol.com) or Bob and Suzanne
Browning (suznbob@verizon.net).

