Jesus called a child over to sit with the grown ups because Jesus
wanted to have a talk with them.
I think the child felt surprised or maybe scared because sometimes
if a teacher calls on you, you’re scared because you might be in
trouble. It depends on how the teacher calls you—like “come
here” or “come here!”
If I were that kid, I would be surprised that Jesus was talking to me
because suddenly I would be talking to someone who has been in
my heart all along!
In the story, Jesus calls the child over because Jesus wanted to
teach the grown ups a lesson. That’s what Jesus does—he teaches!
Jesus told the grown ups that they needed to shape up and be more
like kids!
I think he meant they need to act more joyful! Because we’ve
been talking about joy in our service. And because kids are good
at joy!
Joy is when you’re happy. Joy is when you’re excited and maybe
proud. I feel joy when something exciting is coming up, like when
our vacation was coming up! Children feel joy at trick or treating
too.
Everyone has joy inside them, but they just don’t find it if they’re
super mean. And if they’re really mean then no one will want to
be around them.
Jesus told the grown ups in the story that they needed to change
their attitude. They needed to change their behavior. They needed
to change from being grumpy to being joyful!

Kids are more humble than grown ups. Kids don’t care what’s
expensive. They don’t care if they’re the most important. Kids
just want to play!
Kids help each other. We don’t think that we’re the only ones who
need help.
Kids feel joy more than grown ups because kids have more fun
than grown ups. Kids laugh more.
Grown ups mean business and kids mean fun!
Grown ups are grumpy too much of the time. An example is when
my mom hasn’t had her coffee yet, then she’s grumpy! She
doesn’t feel joy then!
I feel bad for the grown ups in the story because we all want to get
to the kingdom of heaven. So they better get with the program!
What I think grown ups should learn from this story is to be joyful
all the time and that Mommy should just forget about the coffee
and be joyful anyway!
When I’m joyful, I jump up and down and yell, “I’m really joyful!
I’m really joyful!” Grown ups don’t usually jump around. Maybe
grown ups should try jumping around more. Jumping around helps
you feel joy.
Grown ups don’t usually yell when they’re joyful, they just yell
when they’re mad. It’s so much more fun to yell when you’re
joyful than mad!
Jesus also says that anyone who welcomes a child, welcomes
Jesus!
I think he said that because Jesus loves kids! Kids are pretty
important. So you should watch over your kid a lot!

I love Jesus and he loves me and the bible tells me that! I can feel
Jesus’ love because when I’m scared he’s always with me! When I
remember Jesus is always with me, it makes me feel happy
because Jesus protects me.
I think he also told them that when you welcome a child you
welcome him because there’s some Jesus inside of kids.
There’s some Jesus in me! There’s some Jesus in everyone—you
just need to find it. We should welcome everyone, and then we are
welcoming Jesus too!

